
An absorbent article is provided with a pair of side  flaps (5) along
transversely opposite side edges of the  article. Each of these side flaps
(5) is formed on its  upper surface with a plurality of pleats (12)
extending  longitudinally of the side flap.   Each of the pleats  contains
an elastically stretchable/contractile member  (10) (11) extending along
its distal edge so as to operate  longitudinally of the pleat.    


