
Base stations (102,103,104) respond on a shared channel to a registration
request message received on another shared channel from a wireless mobile
unit (105), with the base station (103) to which the mobile unit is
assigned transmitting in a first time slot and the other base stations
transmitting in a time slot determined by the strength of the received
signal from the mobile unit. If two base stations (102,104) respond to the
registration request message in the same (collided) time slot and the
assigned base station (103) does not respond, the mobile unit (105)
determines whether there is a response in a time slot which is earlier in
time than the collided time slot. If the collided time slot is earlier in
time than any other time slot in which a response is received, the mobile
unit transmits a second registration request message specifying the
collided time slot. Each of the base stations (102,104) that had responded
in the collided time slot responds by sending a base reply message in a
random time slot, and the other base stations do not respond to this second
registration request message. The mobile unit selects one of the base reply
messages in a random time slot.    


