
Encoded microcarriers, and more specifically microcarriers having codes
written on them. Methods for writing the codes on the microcarriers,
methods of reading the codes, and methods of using the encoded
microcarriers. A preferred method of encoding the microcarriers involves
exposing microcarriers containing a bleachable substance to a high spatial
resolution light source to bleach the codes on the microcarriers. The
encoded microcarriers may be used, for example, as support materials in
chemical and biological assays and syntheses.    


