
A selective call receiver (10) with a receiver (11) and controller (13) and
supported by more than one channel within a communication environment.
Controller (13) is adapted to control receiver (11) in receiving
information when synchronized to a channel (16). The information on the
channel (16) is provided in accordance with a messaging protocol for the
communication environment. If the channel (16) is a valid channel that
provides information specifically addressed to selective call receiver
(10), controller (13) then controls receiver (11) in receiving the
information. If the channel (16) is an invalid channel but has a messaging
protocol usable by selective call receiver (10), controller (13) then
controls receiver (11) in maintaining synchronization to the channel (16)
so that battery power for selective call receiver (1 0) is conserved while
searching for valid channels. FIG. 2 accompanies this abstract.    


