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I/O activity, a messaging component
operable to request locks, grant locks,
request release of locks and signal lock
release. The apparatus comprises an 1/O
performing component to perform I/O on
data owned by any owner node, subject to
compliance with lock protocols controlled
by the owner node. Any Flash Copy
image of the region of data is maintained
in a coherency relation with the region of
data, and the I/O performing component
is operable to cache a previous positive
confirmation that the region of data has
been left in a coherency relation with any
said Flash Copy image, and to perform
I/O activity on the basis of said previous
positive confirmation.
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