An. absorbent structufe having both osnotic and capillary absorbing -
capabilities. The aBsorbent structure conprises a capillary absorbent
substrate,” such as paper. The substrate has regions of relatively high and
relatively | ow densities. The osnotic absorbent structure may include
superabsorbents and is preferentially applied to the | ow density regions of
the substrate. Preferably the |low density regions are discrete, so that an
essentially continuous high density net word® i s present between the | ow
density regions. This arrangenent provides for better absorption of |iquids
wi t hout gel bl ocking. The absorbent structure is suitable for use in the
cores of disposabl e absorbent articles.

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

An absorbent structure having both osmotic and capillary absorbing capabilitics.
The absorbent structure comprises a capillary absorbent substrate, such as paper. The
substrate has regions of relatively high and relatively low densities. The osmotic absorbent
structure may include superabsorhents and is preferentiafly applied to the fow density
regions of the substrate.  Preferably- the low density regions are discrete, so that an
essentially continuous high density network is present between the low density regions.
This arrangement provides for better absorption of liquids without gel blocking. The
absarbent structure is suitable for use in the cores of disposable absorbent articles.
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