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(54) Title: PROCESS FOR PRODUCING METHYL METHACRYLATE

Figure 1: Example of a process flow diagram for the direct oxidative esterification of MAL to

MMA according to the present invention
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(57) Abstract: The present invention relates to a catalytic continuous process for producing methyl methacrylate, said process com-
prising the step of reacting methacrolein with oxygen and methanol in the presence of a heterogeneous noble-metal-containing cata-
lyst in an oxidative esterification reaction to give methyl methacrylate, characterized in that the stationary concentration of the start -
ing material methacrolein is equal to or less than 12 % by weight based on the total weight of the reaction mixture in the reactor, and
the ratio F between the total liquid volume within the reactor expressed in litres divided by the total weight of catalyst in the reactor
expressed in kilograms is equal to or less than 4.



