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SAME A optical pickup that is equipped with a photodetector unit,
irradiates an optical disc with a | aser beam and receives returning |ight
reflected by the optical dics where the optical pickup is constructed to
(1) divide the laser beaminto a main beam a precedi ng sub-beam and a
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fourth preceding returning lights, and first-fourth succeedin ret urning
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phot odetoctors that respectively receive the first-fourth main returning
lights; fRREE.fioUF3PipFesad AGTpREE-oHet ectidrsathmier PFegfecRNel3L $etef ve
the first-fourth preceding returning light; and first-fourth s"cceedjng
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according to the detection signals_fromthe photodgtectaqrs, ,and a fracking
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direct themainbeam, the preceding sub-beam, and the succeeding

-

sub-beam toward the optical disc, and (3) divide returning

10 lights of the main beam, the preceding sub-beam, 2and the
succeeding sub-beam respectively into first-fourth main
returnang lights, first-fourth presceding returning lights,

and first-fcurth succeeding xeturning lights, and the

photodetector unit includes: first-fourth main photodetectors

th

15 that respeczively receive the Zirst-fourth main returning
lights; first-fourth preceding photodetectors that
respectively receive the first-fourth preceding returning
lichts; and £first-fourth succeeding photodetectors that
respectively receive the first-fourth succeeding returning

20  lights. A tracking error signal appropriate to the optical
disc to be reproduced i1s selected from three tracking error
signals detected according to the detection signals from the
photodetectors, and a tracking servo is driven according to

the selected tracking error signal.
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