
A microporous membrane is made by a dry- stretch
process and has substantially round shaped pores and a
ratio of machine direction tensile strength to
transverse direction tensile strength in the range of
0.5 to 5.0. The method of making the foregoing
microporous membrane includes the steps of : extruding
a polymer into 



a nonporous precursor, and biaxially stretching the
nonporous precursor, the biaxial stretching including
a machine direction stretching and a transverse
direction stretching, the transverse direction
including a simultaneous controlled machine direction
relax. 


