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(57) Abstract: In an example method, a water-soluble protective coating solution is applied over a bonding region and either i) a
patterned region of a patterned structure or ii) a lane region of a non-patterned structure. The patterned region includes depressions
having at least a polymeric hydrogel therein, and interstitial regions separating the depressions. The lane region includes a lane having
at least the polymeric hydrogel therein. The water-soluble protective coating solution is dried to form a solid coating or a gel coating
over the bonding region and over either i) the patterned region or ii) the lane region. Portions of the solid coating or the gel coating
are selectively removed from the bonding region while leaving other portions of the solid coating or the gel coating over either i) the
patterned region or ii) the lane region.
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