
A method and apparatus for determining pa- rameters for coupling of
channels in a digital audio encoder. A frequency range of two audio
channels is coupled together in a coupling channel, and a sys- tematic
method of determining optimum coupling parameters is employed. Sub-bands of
the chan- nels are processed individually, and a measure of the power of
each sub-band is used to determine a coupling coefficient generation scheme
for each in- dividual sub-band. Adjacent ones of the sub-bands using the
same coupling scheme are combined to form bands in the coupling channel,
which dictate the generation of the coupling coordinates for the audio
channels. The arrangement of the sub-bands in bands also facilitates the
generation of phase flags for each band, on the basis of the coupling
scheme used in the band.    


