The vol ume of drops ejected fromthermal ink jet printheads varies—wth the

tenperature of the printhead (20). The variation in f#offl %des
print quality by causing variations in the darkness I fjj t"te_
text, the contrast of gray scale inages, and vari atiow ml ’TB hue,
and |ightness of color imges. The presiat I nvention nge of
drop volune variation by reducing the rarfge of printhead (20) tenperature
variation during the print cycl ti) i n itc e i nt head t enperature above
a reference tenperature. Wien _ fperature falls bel ow the
reference tvnal%ﬁum& of drops ejcatdd o Hethial ilkejep brintHieed varidseritiethev t h
nonprinting pul ses. ) o
temperature of the printhead (20). The variation in drop volume degrades
print quality by causing variations in the darkness in black and white text, the
5 contrast of gray scale images, and variations in the chroma, hue, and
lightness of color images. The present invention reduces the range of drop
volume variation by reducing the range of printhead (20) temperature
~ variation during the print cycle by keeping the printhead temperature above
a reference temperature. When the printhead temperature falls below the

10 reference temperature during a print cycle the printhead is heated with
nonprinting pulses.
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