
Dual-Mode Keypad For A Mobile Device ABSTRACT  In accordance with the
teachings described herein, systems and methods are provided for
implementing a dual-mode keypad for a mobile device. The keypad may operate
in a telephony  mode and a text-entry mode. The keypad may include a
plurality of dual-mode keys that each  include an associated telephony
character and at least one associated text-entry character. The dual-mode
keys may include one or more toggle keys, with each toggle key having a
plurality of  associated text-entry characters and one associated telephony
character. The dual-mode keys  may be partially covered by the keypad
surface so that a plurality of key surfaces extend from  the key and
protrude through the keypad surface. In text-entry mode, the dual-mode keys
are  operable to input text-entry characters. In telephony mode, the
dual-mode keys are operable to  input telephony characters.   


