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DESCRIPTION 

Title of Invention: OFF-ODOR SUPPRESSING AGENT, FLAVOR 

COMPOSITION FOR SUPPRESSING OFF-ODOR, AND FOOD AND DRINK IN 

WHICH OFF-ODOR CONTAINED THEREIN IS MASKED 

Technical Field 

[0001] The present invention pertains to an off-odor suppressing agent for masking an 

off-odor contained in food or drink, a flavor composition for suppressing off-odor, and 

a food or drink in which an off-odor contained therein is masked. 

Background Art 

[0002] There are various aromas that are originally contained, or generated over time, 

in foods and drinks. For example, more than 850 aroma components have been 

identified in roasted coffee (Non Patent Literature 1). 

Among the aroma components, there are also unpleasant or undesirable odors, 

and of these, examples of those referred to as off-odors (off-flavors) include dust odor 

(or earthy odor). When dust odor is present in food, it is perceived as dusty, earthy, 

grassy, powdery, medicinal, and moldy. 

For example, Patent Literature 1 describes the problem that in confectioneries 

such as chewing gum, in which the high-intensity sweetener aspartame is combined 

with certain fruit flavors and the like, a grassy flavor, which becomes dusty, earthy, 

powdery, medicinal, or moldy, i.e., a dust odor, is generated over time. This "dust 

odor" is variously described by combinations of expressions such as earthy, dusty, 

musty/moldy, smoky, galbanum-like, bell pepper-like, vegetable-like, and green pea­

like. In the literature, it is often expressed in a two-word abbreviated form ("primary 

note-secondary note"), such as "earthy-dusty," "earthy-musty," or "dusty-moldy," and 
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