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(57) Abstract: A captive panel fastener is manufactured by first overmolding a plastic cap around the head of a screw, the cap
having a cylindrical plastic skirt extending downwardly beyond the base of the screw head and formed with a circular opening at
the bottom. After a compression spring is placed around the shank of the screw, the screw is pressed against a top surface of a fer-
rule to a point where the capped-skirt extends downwardly below a ferrule flange. At that point, heat and pressure are applied ra-
O dially inwardly around the periphery of the plastic skirt along its bottom edge until it is permanently deformed to a point where the

bottom of the skirt is smaller in diameter than the ferrule flange. The screw is thereby captivated to the ferrule between extended
and retracted positions.
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