* ABSTRACT: In a magneto-optical switching element wwth a Faraday rotator,
in order to increase the swtching speed and to reduce the required
switching energy respectively, the rotator consists of a magnetically

uhi axi al crystal, which features magneti ¢ domai ns of both signs in each of
Its stable states, by neans of which problens are avoided with the

creation of donmains of opposite signs at the beginning of the sw tching
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In a magneto-optical switching element with a Faraday rotator, in order to increase the switching
speed and to reduce the required switching energy respectively, the rotator consists of a
magnetically uniaxial crystal, which features magnetic domains of both signs in each of its stable
states, by means of which problems are avoided with the creation of domains of opposite signs at
the beginning of the switching process.

(Fig. 1)
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