GARMENT FOR STORI NG AND/ OR CARRYI NG | TEMS Field of the

I nvention The present invention relates to a garnent

for storing and carrying itens on a wearer's body. The
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equi pnent required to carry out a specific occupation
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In the case of law enforcement, police officers regularly use a number of “tools of
the trade”, such as handcuffs, pistol, expandable baton, non-lethal chemical
sprays for crowd control such as OC (oleoresin capsicum) or CS spray, rubber
gloves, mask and radio handset. Traditionally, many or most of these items are
carried on a belt around the waist of the police officer. Such an arrangement is
disadvantageous in that it can be impractical to have so many items depending
from a single belt: each item is supported only over a limited area, meaning there
can be significant instability and movement of each item and a significant strain
placed on the belt and on the body of the wearer. Moreover, the means of
securing each item to the belt, such as by a belt keeper or an accoutrement
pouch complete within press-stud retained covering flap, does not allow the

ready accessibility and removal of items by the wearer. This can be especially
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ready accessibility and rembval of itens by the
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a garment for storing and/or carrying one or more items, including

a torso receiving portion for wearing on at least part of a wearer’s torso;
and

one or more receptacles for receiving said item/s, the or each receptacle
being at least partially comprised of a semi-rigid polymeric material, the or each

receptacle being integrated with said torso receiving portion.

Detailed Description of the Invention

The following discussion will largely focus on the invention as applied to storing
and/or carrying items used in law enforcement. However, it is to be clearly

understood that the invention is not limited to that application.

Typically the or each receptacle is constructed at least partially from a laminate

comprising at least said semi-rigid polymeric material and a flexible material.
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conprising at |least said sehi-rigid polyneric materi al

and a flexible material.The torso receiving portion
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conmensurate with the intended end use of the garnent.
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properties. Preferably the flexible material is
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préoperBéd My inBluBB! light weight, water resistance, UV resistance, and good
mechanical properties. Preferably the flexible material is synthetic, although
natural materials such as cotton can be used in some embodiments. Suitable
synthetic materials include nylon and polyester containing materials. Other
flexible materials include aramids, such as that sold under the trade name of
NOMEX. The flexible material may advantageously include two or more layers of
fabric, possibly laminated together. In one embodiment, the flexible material is a
laminate of nylon and polyester, for example, a laminate of 200 denier nylon and
600 denier polyester cloth. In some embodiments, the flexible material can have
a mesh construction. A preferred flexible material is nylon or polyester,

preferably woven or knitted nylon or polyester. More preferably, the flexible



flexible materials include aram ds, such as that sold
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fabric, possibly |am nated 4ogether. In one

enbodi nent, the flexible material is a |am nate of

nyl on and pol yester, for exanple, a lam nate of 200
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and running. Moreover, preferably the length of the garment is such that when
worn, the lower edge of the garment is no lower than the wearer's waist to
thereby facilitate unobstructed movement of the wearer’s torso during use.

The garment of the invention also includes one or more receptacles for receiving
the items for storage and/or carriage. Each receptacle is at least partially
constructed from a semi-rigid polymeric material, and is integrated with the torso

receiving portion of the garment.

The or each receptacle typically takes the form of a pocket or holder. Each
receptacle extends from the outer surface of the torso receiving portion. The
receptacle includes at least one outer wall, and may also include an inner wall.

Each receptacle has an opening for receiving the item. At least part of the



thereby facilitate unobstructed novenent of the
wearer's torso during use. The garnment of the

w0 pooeiodion al so i ncl udes one or nore recept acl BGI/ATG2006/001009
receiving the itens for stdrage and/or carriage. Each
receptacle is at least partially constructed froma
sem-rigid polyneric material, and is integrated W th

h
el FieepiEEruteE s Botd el pohife bR A TGt least

paf oh &l uterERaN dresfii AdeptfNd Ldorise8mhehsemuigH poIYmerlc

surface of the torso recel ving portion. The receptac
matﬁﬂaludlé@fertablyeti@t semierigidtreatedial Is, Mmondladhgr Hrewd e @dthree

ROy 4Phe TR ¥ PEREOR P RRR G REFRL R g of eccn

re@ﬁ@clé %@Jﬁl@ieﬁﬁ I rEgldltSy ® G&fime amcg nthimalry ier sieaperdiethiealeceptacle,
pically, | east part of the outer wall of each

bUF e%éfﬂﬁ'%l ée@bwar .t@.egnabie adequate gd%formatw’erwften removing or
d nat |
re@%éﬁé'é@e %%50%83@ |¥erﬁh‘?t reeﬁﬂglgllrrengfloﬁ;: ashiage The

use of a sem-rlgld rraterlal glves the outer wall of
each recht acle sufficient to defin

an
ThaaaeRAG e RaVsHaRadHIE oy (o5 ile ORSANGS PR ciigstre also
préfle?dﬁ Inlcluds o @@'s@rrﬁﬁgﬂf#ﬁéferl‘éﬁfor”m'on when

I ng or rep acing t corresponding itemin the
receptacle The receptacle may al so include a closure

for the o n he cl.osure r ef erab i nc
WiSte 4 iEcARETe Mol ddE af BRETE el 3pBF SR dompfie PETSS the
unueﬁwgie%orea irap@ving@ldortidt  HBYthel NRirneh® MPHbRBVERT in Obther
the underlying torso receiving portion of the garnent.

emmmlwemt,s ithe sinesrwalhibwy e stistinct frem mﬁeﬁorﬁalrlecwmgbeortlon

I $tinc r t r el Vi or
T eyl Ry Bt REw e AP el Fon i, some
reGepiECIES GeR) aglastageyush et 89@pHSé yatalesst pamtily S8, seri-rigid
| east partially, a sem-rigid material. In sone
M&BBAdi nents, the inner wall at |east partially
conprises a vented material, such as a mesh, in order
to enhance air circul ati on between the
In some embodiments, the inner wall at least partially comprises a vented

material, such as a mesh, in order to enhance air circulation between the

garment and the wearer’s body.

The inner wall may advantageously be in a contrasting colour such that it is
clearly evident to the wearer when a receptacle is open.

Preferably, the shape of each receptacle complements the shape of the item
which it is designed to hold. This, together with the semi-rigid nature of at least
part of the outer wall can prevent or minimise excess movement of the item in its

receptacle.



garnment and the wearer's body. The inner wall may
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importantly, strong shape recovery after compression. More preferably, the EVA

foam is compressed EVA foam, which is typically formed by applying pressure to
the foam during the application of heat. During the compression process, the
EVA foam can be formed or moulded into a desired shape. By varying the foam
thickness, temperatures and/or pressure, the density and mechanical properties
of the resulting moulded EVA foam can be controlled.

The semi-rigid material may comprise a laminate. Where it includes EVA, the
semi-rigid laminate preferably includes at least a first layer of fabric bonded to a
first side of the EVA layer. Preferably, the semi-rigid laminate of the receptacle
includes an outer layer of flexible material. Where the torso-receiving portion of
the garment includes one or more panels of flexible material, or of a flexible

material laminate, the outer layer of the semi-rigid laminate preferably
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to be noul ded and shaped into t hree
be held in the receptacle. This feature is advantageous because it ensures that
each item is securely stored in a desired orientation and can be easily accessed
and removed ready for use. It also reduces or eliminates unwanted movement of
the item in the receptacle, thus minimising wear and tear on the item and on the

garment. Furthermore, it assists the comfort of the wearer.

The above described reduction or absence of unwanted movement of the item
stored in the receptacle has another advantage in that, potentially, the receptacle
opening does not require a closure. It may be sufficient that the outer and, if
present, inner walls of the receptacle hold the item securely in place. However,
the receptacle walls by virtue of their semi-rigid nature still have sufficient
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the opening of a receptacle |ocated on the upper front
region, or on the shoulder region, will have its
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example, a right handed police officer when making an arrest is likely to be
restraining a suspect with his or her right hand and so would need to access the
handcuffs with his/her left hand. Accordingly, it would be convenient to locate the
handcuff receptacle on the wearer’s right side for ease of access. The same
ergonomic considerations apply also to the location of receptacles on a garment

to be used in occupations other than law enforcement.

In a preferred embodiment, the garment incudes a receptacle intended to store a
set of handcuffs. The handcuff receptacle comprises inner and outer walls and
an opening. The shape and size of the handcuff receptacle conforms closely to

that of a folded pair of handcuffs with the interior dimensions of the receptacle
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receptacle by virtue of the combination of the hub, the semi-rigid nature of at
least part of the outer wall and the smaller opening.

The small opening to the handcuffs receptacle has a secondary function of
ensuring the low visibility of the handcuffs by third parties and therefore reducing
the likelihood of unauthorised removal of the handcuffs.

Where the hub comprises a single hub element extending from either the inner or
outer wall there is a small distance between the free end of the hub and the
opposing wall. Similarly, where the hub comprises two or more hub elements

extending from both the inner and outer walls, there is a small distance between
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chemical spray, first aid items (e.g. rubber gloves and masks), radio handset,

journal, mobile phone as well as miscellaneous personal items.

The receptacles intended for storing the expandable baton and chemical spray,
are also preferably shaped and sized to complement the shape and size of the
respective items, and are therefore typically generally elongate. Furthermore,
each receptacle is preferably located and orientated on the garment in such a
manner as to maximise accessibility and to ensure that, when accessed, the item
is in a ready-to-use orientation. Preferably the outer wall of the receptacles
include a semi-rigid material, preferably including EVA foam. The receptacles
are preferably located on the upper front section of the garment. Preferably the
longitudinal axis of each receptacle is orientated at an oblique angle to the

median line of the torso when worn. More preferably, the lower end of each
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been found that an outwar dI y opening closure allows
Prér%%? Iea(c):L ohs%reﬁr?c%ées a release flap or tab which can be gripped by
the wearer when opening the closure. The release tabs preferably include
symbols in relief which indicate the contents of the respective receptacle. Thus
the wearer can receive tactile feedback from the release tabs which can be of
assistance in ensuring deployment of the correct item in situations of reduced

visibility.

The inner surfaces of the receptacles may include gripping means to assist in
retaining the item therein. The gripping means may comprise one of a hook or
loop material with the other material adhered to the item. Preferably the hook or
loop material, if present, is laminated to an inner surface of the receptacle.
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The garment typically also includes a receptacle for holding a radio handset.
Preferably the radio receptacle includes a guide which may simply comprise an
open ended holder which receives and holds the radio handset in a desired
orientation. Preferably however, the radio receptacle also includes a pocket
component depending from the open end of the guide. Preferably the guide is
comprised of a semi-rigid material. More preferably it is comprised of the same
semi-rigid material as the other above described receptacles. The pocket
component may comprise the same material as the guiding support. However,
preferably it comprises a flexible material, such as an elasticised webbing. An
appropriate material is a 3 dimensional mesh preferably a padded mesh such as
one including a foam component so as to protect the radio from damage. The

pocket component may be contiguous with the holder, where both are of the
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damage to the garment due to use of the flexible light. The power source for the
light is preferably rechargeable and integral with the garment. The power source
may be solar, or a rechargeable battery, such as a lithium battery.

The garment may also advantageously include garment illumination means to
improve the visibility of the wearer at night time or during periods of poor
visibility. Preferably the garment illumination means comprises one or more light
emitting members integrally formed with the garment. More preferably, the or
each light emitting member comprises a transparent window or tube which
transmits and emits light. The light emitting member may comprise a window
containing a number of light emitting diodes. The garment illumination means is
preferably powered by a rechargeable power source which can conveniently be

the same power source as that used to power the lighting means, discussed
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and the wearer’s body.

The garment of the invention further preferably includes size adjustment means
for adjusting the size of the garment to fit the size of the particular wearer’s
torso. Preferably there are adjustment means provided on each lateral side of
the garment. Preferably each adjustment means comprises first and second
adjustment members, with the first adjustment member provided on the front
region and the second adjustment member provided on the back region of the
garment. The first and second adjustment members of each adjustment means
are releasably detachable and moveable relative to each other in order to

increase or decrease the lateral spacing of the front and back regions.
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The garment of the invention may optionally additionally include facilities for
connecting thereto various devices, such as a pistol holster, taser, hydration
pack, radio pack, reflective strips, shoulder epaulettes, GPS pack and
emergency beacon. The connection facilities may comprise flaps with hook and
loop fasteners, or areas of fabric compatible with hook and loop fasteners.
Preferably said areas of compatible fabric are laminated onto the material of the

garment.

The garment also preferably includes audio and/or visual recording device/s.
Preferably, the recording device is a digital camera. The digital camera is

preferably receivable in a front, substantially central location on the garment. A
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Description of the Drawings

The invention will now be described in greater detail with reference to an

embodiment illustrated in the accompanying drawings in which:

Figure 1 shows the front of a first embodiment of a garment in accordance with

the present invention.

Figure 2 shows the back of the garment in Figure 1.

Figure 3 is a cross-sectional view of the receptacle for holding a pair of handcuffs

shown in Figure 1.



The inner surface of the garnment may be provided with

rai sed areas which distance the inner surface of the
w@aromeent7f rom t he wearer's body, thereby facilPCEHAUZY6/001009

and enhancing air circul atilon t herebetween. These

areas may be padded to enhance the wearer's confort.

Mor eover, the raised areas may include inpact

.resistant terial enhance otection of the e
FiGHE bis S TR visiob e CRP GO lar BPLHIG A iR Siown n fFigure
1 shoul der regions and the front region of the inner

surface. The raised areas on the shoul der regions are

preferably padded and advant ageously conpri se integral
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rib areas of the wearer's torso. The raised areas are
preferably segnented in order to minimse contact
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The invention wll now be described in greater detail

Seﬁ?@%emg’f’am e to an enbodinent illustrated in the
accompanyi ng drawi ngs in which: Figure 1 shows the

front of a first enbodi ment of a garnment in accordance

Figure B is leebgnkedew of thevegoondremimdivest of thadwentipe. back of
the garnment in Figure 1. Figure 3 is a cross-sectional
view of the receptacle for holding a pair of handcuffs

Figurewa (d)rarfd Yy endwih@uniary meulded gictick ededit® wmake the&econd
rbe%ept atcl e for holding a baton shown in Figure 1.
embodiment.

Figure 10 shows detail of the camera function in the second embodiment.

Turning now to Figures 1 and 2, a garment of the invention comprises a vest 10
which is shown being worn by a wearer 12. The vest 10 includes a torso
receiving portion 14 comprising both a semi-rigid material and a generally flexible
material. The vest 10 also includes a number of receptacles 16, 18, 20, 22, 24
and 25 which are each at least partially constructed from a semi-rigid material.
The semi rigid material includes a compressed EVA foam and is preferably a
laminate of compressed EVA foam at least with an outer layer of polyester
material. Each of the receptacles 16, 18, 20, 22, 24 and 25 is integrated with the
torso receiving portion 14.



Figure 5 shows the back of the first enbodi ment of the
garnment including a hydration pack. Figure 6 shows the

wo ewener’si de of front of the first enbodi nent PGI/AUR®6/001009
garnment. Figure 7a is a fradt view of a second
enbodi nent of the garnent of the invention. Figure 7b
shows the directions of opening and cl osing the
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folded egataafehiamdmffst Frguwrerd ds reecedssi sectipoat view it ehandcuffs

rediiige d6 PR ADator 4Py AEOL PGS 1 n3NR BnpCyR Siebiatle 16
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LYIGRN T%,O@ﬁn@g i$ Hecajed tis the fhgstomeric component 48 and is
slightly smaller than the largest dimension of the folded handcuffs 50.

The inner wall 42 also comprises a laminate of a layer of flexible material 43 with
an underlying layer 45 of EVA foam. The inner wall 42 includes a generally
central hub comprising a hub element 52 which is sized and shaped to be
received in the central opening of the folded handcuffs 50. The hub element 52 is
hollow and filled with silicone gel 54 which has been laminated to the overlying
layer 43. The smallest distance between the hub element 52 and the inner
surface 56 of the outer wall 40 is less than the thickness of the folded handcuffs
50. However, by virtue of the hub element 52 being filled with silicone gel, the
hub element 52 is sufficiently resiliently deformable to allow the folded handcuffs
50 to be forced past it.



i ncludes an opening 44 near its top. The receptacle 16

is intended to hold a set of handcuffs and accordingly
wham7aodghape and size to conformclosely to thetT/al2m@6/001009

fol ded set of handcuffs. Filure 3 is a cross sectional

vi ew of the handcuffs receptacle 16 taken along the

line Ill-111 of Figure 1. The handcuffs receptacle 16
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di nensi on of the folded handcuffs 50. The i nner wall
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Figure 4 shows a perspective view of the baton receptacle 18 holding a baton 58,
of which only the handle is visible. It includes an outer wall 60 made from formed
compressed EVA foam laminated on its outer surface with polyester. The baton
receptacle 18 is integrated with the torso receiving section 14 by being integrally
formed therewith during the moulding process. An arched opening 66 extends
from the lower end 64 a substantial distance towards the upper end 62, to
thereby allow sufficient space to access and remove the baton. The baton
receptacle further includes a formed closure 68 which is shaped and sized to
cover the opening 66. The closure 68 is hinged to the lower end 64 for outward

rotational movement from a closed position (shown in Figure 1) to an open



and first aid kit containing rubber gloves/ mask,
respectively. As the features of each of these

w0 e@epodrcl es are simlar, the foll owi ng di scusBRCDAUM0bH01009
focus on the baton receptaébe 18 and it should be
understood that simlar features are shared by the
receptacles 20 and 22. As shown in Figure 1, the baton
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and loop fastener. The lighting means also includes a rechargeable power
source 86 which is integrally formed with the vest 10 and comprises a

rechargeable lithium battery.

A further feature of the vest 10 is a garment illumination means comprising a light
emitting member 88 located on the back region 28. The light emitting member 88
is an integral transparent polymeric window having a flexible PCB therein with a
bank of LED lights mounted on its surface. It is also powered by the
rechargeable power source 86, being connected thereto by an embedded flexible
printed circuit board 87 having strain relief means 89 therein to avoid strain
induced damage thereto.



integrated with the torso receiving section 14 by

being integrally fornmed therewith during the noul di ng
w@e@emoed71l The receptacl e 24 further includes aP@DaK2106/001009

conmponent 76 suspended frofithe | ower end of the open

ended hol der 74. The pocket conponent 76 conprises an

el asticised nesh. The receptacle 24 further includes a
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the wearer’s chest size is visible when the two flaps 94, 96 are attached.

A further feature of the vest 10 is anchoring means comprising two adjustable
straps 102, for securing the vest 10 to the wearer’s belt 104. Figure 6 shows the
adjustable straps 102 in greater detail. They each comprise a retractable
component 106 attached to the lower edge of the vest 10 and a connecting
component 108 for attachment to the wearer’s belt 104. Each retractable
component 106 and its corresponding connecting component 108 are mutually
attachable by a hook and loop attachment means indicated by 110 a and b. Each
retractable component 106 includes an elasticised portion 112 which functions to
retract the retractable component 106 above the lower edge of the vest 10 when

not in use.
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areas of the wearer's body subject to high
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A second embodiment of the invention is illustrated in Figures 7a and b and 8. In
these drawings, like reference numerals refer to like parts of the first
embodiment, such that each reference numeral in Figures 7 and 8 is 200 higher
than its corresponding reference numeral in Figures 1 to 6. The following
discussion will largely focus on those aspects of the second embodiment which
differ from those of the first embodiment.

The vest 210 includes a torso receiving portion 214 and a number of receptacles
216, 218, 220, 222 and 224. The torso receiving portion 214 includes moulded,
semi-rigid panels 215a, 215b and 215¢, as well as flexible panels of mesh
material 290a, 290b, 290c, 290d and 290e. The semi-rigid panels 215a, 215b



not in use.Figure 5 shows a nodified version of the

vest 10 which includes a hydration pack 112 for
waedaomrent to the back regi on 28. The hydr at i BCT/AE2006/001009

112 includes a fluid condui2s8 114 which extends over

t he shoul der region 34 for access by the wearer's

mout h. The hydration pack 112 is attached to the vest
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for extending over one of the wearer's shoulders.

In Figure 9b, the unitary moulded piece 232 includes the semi-rigid panel 215b
together with the outer wall 260 of receptacle 218 and the open ended holder
component 274 of the radio receptacle 224. The outer wall 260 of receptacle
218 also includes an area 260(a) outlined in white which would be cut out and
form part of the opening of the receptacle 218 during the vest manufacturing
process. The unitary moulded piece 232 also includes a portion 352 for
extending over the other of the wearer's shoulders. It includes an integral

moulded pouch 354 for receiving the rechargeable lithium battery case 286.



2 16, 2 18, 220, 222 and 224. The torso receiving

portion 2 14 includes noul ded, sem -rigid panels 2
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22230s #lasorre ﬁ@Bu(@bgwn He iisnelesedrvapsitica & guf@rﬂa) aas hmged to an
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nudiraia?y7 . maul fdededickeRres3ard rathindasn tihéir sRgedrdagitdn by hook
panel 2 15b to ether with the outer wall 260 of

angde@ptastaners (NG sRAWM-he open ended hol der conponent
274 of the radio receptacle 224. The outer wall 260 of
receptacle 2 18 al so includes an area 260(a) outlined
Edch fohmée cldsued 268uPE1 lamdc223 metudesd feleasgaatt 268a,t 221 a and

22%53&!3@ tq%{n, ; hegrliasgg % t%leew%arleé |r(%I “JraQP tot gSer\{ tﬁe corresponding
closure. Each release tab includes an embossed symbol indicating the contents
of the particular receptacle, for example the release tab 223a includes an
embossed first aid cross to indicate that the contents of the receptacle 222 is a
first aid kit.

The radio receptacle 224 differs from the radio receptacle 24 in the respective
means of closure. Unlike the radio receptacle 24 which includes a flap 78
fastened by hook and loop fasteners, the radio receptacle 224 is closed by

means of a zip 279.



process. The unitary noul ded piece 232 al so includes a

portion 352 for extending over the other of the
wowr@rmedizt shoul ders. It includes an integral neci/dE2ho6/001009

pouch 354 for receiving thé&Srechargeable Iithium

battery case 286. During construction of the vest 2 10,

the two sem -rigid shoul der portions 350, 352 are
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28BoI@aaiiedn@n dhet baskr eagigit 28Besf thel 8est2200.anthe diexibie e 282
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theamegkbi ng each of the formed closures 268, 221 and
223, respectively, thereto have noved relative to the
first enmbodinment as is evident fromFigure 7b, in

Th\é,”b&ﬂrél %F%btﬁgl%t bogl R)f C@ﬁégﬁ%@e??lhérl éHb%anltFFrﬁeﬁuch as a

various closures 1s In rr ows

Jou:raale vaillet hieeyfsp rets calsd axsculmcm aﬁfarraed cesure 2%owhickhiswninged
in th e op positions in Figure are each
Bl B OIS 0O eerCopIatis 2P i dbS BenEfRL raoRebaIcaIed by
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reﬁreecept@gre%lzgggr its C%t%glfﬁdgq e fﬁﬁrﬁﬁ%%lor?hFlfgﬁgll§bngio§sed
wilhosa tdgmori insignigu weth%a@as&élgmlfyg@a partznlanppéce kirce of
the receptacle 222, in the region indicated generally
by reference nuneral 227. Al fornmed closures are

Theeteitrs decépthaélsr fofned eél'oé!ﬁé' 2490RIsbYinbrReks &ﬁ@aﬁsofzp mternally
fasteners (‘not shown). h formed cl osure 268

acapm Rt ﬁcﬁﬂlng@sCaan@Fél @Qa@ellluatbatzesa Figae 0. aﬁdcamssa 340 is

st o B BENEE R et i R Pl B recReP B etso

do&sed Qjmlﬂfé;qdoﬁlmwahlthlmdh@@owu@e 129, cWWHeeNtesoefedt iRthe recess
34%artl cul ar recept acle, for exanple the rel ease tab

p3he iGaRIaTassions hsoinsides With an AReryse 346 prryidaes én the
o 2502 FRELERITSEN RGh SR 27 e fldd e thing
andem@pmiseiseinghbility ohehe éspgetduseto movement of the wearer. The
internal accommodation of the camera conceals it from view and assists in its
protection from damage. The camera is manually operable by the wearer to
record stills and video footage when required. The camera 340 can be removed
from the vest 210 when required and images recorded by it downloaded either
directly from the camera or from its memory card. A system may be established
at police headquarters whereby downloaded information is recorded against the
relevant police officer's name and date. The camera is then recharged and
returned to the vest 210.

Finally, it is to be understood that various other modifications and/or alterations
may be made without departing from the spirit of the present invention as

outlined herein.



means of closure. Unlike the radio receptacle 24 which
includes a flap 78 fastened by hook and | oop

wo avmeerars, the radi o receptacle 224 is cl osedPOHATRANS01009
of a zip 279. The flexible Roght 280 includes a manua
control l er conprising swtches 285 which control the
operation of both the |ight source 284 and the |ight
emtting nmenber 288 IocakﬁgAgﬂ%:he back regi on 288 of
the vest 2 10. The fl exi 282 extends from
noul ded aperture 287, which assists in reducing wear
and tear to the arm 282. The central receptacle 225,
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anghe receptacle 225 in the general region indicated by
reference nunmeral 231 . The outer face of the forned
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illustrated in Figure 10. A canera 340 is shown in

dotted outline and is receivable in a conplenentary
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enabl es adequate fram ng and m ni m ses
instability of the inage due to novenent of the
wearer. The internal accommobdation of the canera
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requi red. The canera 340 can be renoved fromthe vest
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ﬂpcmr ; stabl i shed at police
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5. The garment of claim 1, wherein said flexible material is nylon or polyester,

preferably woven or knitted nylon or polyester, more preferably a knitted nylon,
such as that sold by DuPont under the trademark CORDURA®.

6. The garment of claim 1, wherein the torso receiving portion of the garment
includes a front region, for at least partially covering the front of the wearer’s
torso, a back region, for at least partially covering the back of the wearer’s torso,
two lateral regions, and at least one shoulder region for extending over and being

supported by the wearer’s shoulders.

7. The garment of claim 1, wherein the torso receiving portion includes two
lateral holes through which the wearer’'s arms may pass and are shaped and



rel evant police officer's nane and date. The canera is
then recharged and returned to the vest 2 10. Finally,
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nodi fications and/or alter&fions nay be nade w t hout
departing fromthe spirit of the present invention as
outlined herein. CLAINB 1. A garnent for storing and/ or
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| east partially corrprlsed of a sem-rigid polyneric
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material. 3. The garnent of claim1, wherein the torso
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gar ment of ar ment
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rectefm@ctle ofEmSisagl ey sesgirigil foolyntetice mhtmalowarchamd megilded or
formed into a three dimensional shape.

12. The garment of claim 1, wherein the receptacle also includes a closure for
the opening which includes a formed semi-rigid material.

13. The garment of claim 1, wherein the receptacle includes an inner wall.
14. The garment of claim 13, wherein the inner wall includes a vented material.

15. The garment of claim 13, wherein the inner wall is in a contrasting colour

such that it is evident to the wearer when the receptacle is open.

16. The garment of claim 1, wherein the shape of each receptacle complements
the shape of the item which it is intended to hold.



supported by the wearer's shoul ders. 7. The garnent of
claim1l, wherein the torso receiving portion includes

wo aw7loedier al hol es t hrough which the wearer's BCTYRUR®E/001009
pass and are shaped andsi ze8l to all ow substantially
unobstructed novenment of the wearer's arns during
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portion. 10. The garnment of claim1l, wherein each

receptacle includes at |east one outer wall and has an
18gpdiiengammsntr@icelrim nig Wherein &g semi-rigik maien@nis based on a

fog,lng %D W?gfﬁb@n@ha&%?t part of the outer wall of
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rraterlal V\,hl ch is nmoul ded or fornmed into a three
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inner wall includes a vented material. 15. The garnent
of claim 13, wherein the inner wall is in a
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22. The garment of claim 20, wherein said semi-rigid laminate includes a second
layer of fabric bonded to a second side of the EVA layer, to thereby form a liner
of said receptacle.

23. The garment of claim 22, wherein said second fabric layer comprises a mesh
to assist in strengthening the semi-rigid laminate.

24. The garment of claim 1, wherein the semi-rigid material of the receptacle has
sufficient flexibility to allow the receptacle to deform sufficiently to enable the
wearer’s hand to be inserted into the receptacle to retrieve the item.



of the torso receiving portion into one or nore
integral pieces. 18. The garnent of claim1l, wherein

wo b@7eenitrigid material is based on a foaned PCT/AU2006/001009
(expanded) plastic materialk9 19. The garnent of claim
1, wherein the sem-rigid material is based on a
polyolefin foam such as a polyethylene foam or an
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of claim1l1, wh em.-riqi material of th
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the bulp emreertthseflhletcemttza.sn“bhee@&t ment of claiml, vvher e| n

t he openi ngs of the receptacles are arranged so as to
be readily accessed by the wearer's hands. 26. The
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a handcuff receptacle having a sh ape and size

cogwiised of Eglﬁcfmaydta@ elastompsie paleriabandh redeeeptacleappening
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central opening of said folded pair of handcuffs. 27.

The garnment of c¢laim 26, wherein said hub conprises
29hu'[heég@rmﬂt of claim 28, wherein said receptacle opening is slightly smaller

than the largest dimension of the folded handcuff said opening being able to
elastically stretch sufficiently to allow the handcuffs to pass therethrough.

30. The garment of claim 1, including one or more elongate receptacles for
storing an expandable baton and/or chemical spray and/or a first aid kit, said one
or more receptacles being located on the upper front section of the garment with
the longitudinal axis of each receptacle being orientated at an oblique angle to
the median line of the torso when worn and the opening of each receptacle being

located at or towards the lower end thereof.

31. The garment of claim 30, wherein the or each elongate receptacle comprises
an outer wall, including formed EVA foam, with an integral closure located at or
towards its lower end and hinged for outward rotational movement from a closed

to an open position.



extending fromsaid inner wall of the handcuff
receptacle, wherein the interior of the hub elenent is
wo pdozeepii th a silicone gel. 28. The garnent OPCT/AHRI®S/001009
26, wherein the outer wall 30f the handcuff receptacle
is conprised of EVA foam and an el astoneric nmateri al
and the receptacle opening is | ocated in said
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openi ng of each receptacle being |ocated at or tovvards
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respective receptacle. 33. The garnent of claiml,
wherein the inner surfaces of the receptacles include
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on a shoulder region and extends down towards the upper front region of the

garment.

37. The garment of claim 36, wherein the power source for the light is

rechargeable and integral with the garment.

38. The garment of claim 1 including garment illumination means to improve the
visibility of the wearer at night time or during periods of poor visibility wherein the
garment illumination means comprises one or more light emitting members

integrally formed with the garment.

39. The garment of claim 38, wherein the light emitting member comprises a

window containing a number of light emitting diodes.



fl exi bl e pocket depending therefrom 35. The garnent
of claim 34, wherein said flexible pocket is
weogneuct ed froma three di nensi onal nmesh. 36PCTAB2006/001009
garnment of claim1, furthesBlincluding a flexible Iight
nounted thereto, wherein said flexible Iight includes
a flexible armhaving a light source provided at one
end thereof and the other end of the flexible armis
nounted to the garnent on a shoul der region and
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garnent. 37. The garnment of claim 36, wherein the
bygoreshakgeablespdveer soweca.i ght i s rechar geabl e and
integral with the garnent. 38. The garment of claiml
including garnment illumnation nmeans to inprove the
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CofrRepaEing awir datets beplerggiement . 42. The gar ment of
claim4 1 , wherein the first and second adj ust nent
menbers of each adj ustnent neans conprise nutually

43at Ties habhentfdfapsim .t Rherelr asleabl ame pf e et apd selend flaps
| oner lateral front region and a second f]lap provided
ing¢des size indicators which indicate the appropriate relative position of the first

and second flaps when attached in order to achieve a particular garment size.

44. The garment of claim 43, wherein the first and second flaps are mutually
attachable by hook and loop fasteners and the size indicators are welded or hot
stamped into the hook or loop fastener region of each second flap.

45. The garment of claim 1, further including anchoring means for securing the
garment to a wearer’s belt or similar article of clothing, said anchoring means
comprising one or more adjustable straps extending from the lower end of the
garment and connectable to the wearer's belt, wherein said adjustable straps are
extendible and retractable, such that when not in use they are retracted above
the lower end of the garment.



corresponding | ower |ateral back region. 43. The
garnment of claim42, wherein at |east one of the first
waea7eeaond fl aps includes size indicators whiBEI/AU2006/001009
i ndicate the appropriate rékative position of the
first and second flaps when attached in order to
achieve a particular garnent size. 44. The garnent of
claim43 erein the first and secopd flaps are
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garnment for storing and/or carrying one or nore itens,
substantially as herein described with reference to
ei t her enbodi nent shown in the acconpanyi ng draw ngs.



