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ABSTRACT The object of this invention is to provide a

nmet hod for purifying PHA separated from

PHA- containing microbial cells in high purity wthout
incurring any serious decrease in nolecular weight.

The present invention provides a nmethod for purifying

a 3-hydroxyal kanoi ¢ acid copalkyner produced by a

m croorgani sm which conprises treating an aqueous
suspensi on contai ning the 3- ¥droxyalkan0|c acid

copol ymer separated from &PRMIBRAE3rganismwith a

hydr ogen peroxi de while controlllng the pH of said

3gg??g uc8$nsufggp¥nﬁg?éﬂ ?? gﬁkf%'t§ﬂ§¥§¥lde a method for
purifying PHA separated from PHA-containing microbial cells in

high purity without incurring any serious decrease inmolecular
weight.

The present invention provides a method for purifying a
3-hydroxyalkanoic acid copolymer produced by a microorganism,
which comprises treating an agueous suspension
containing the 3-hydroxyalkanoic acid copolymer separated from
alnicroorganisnlwith.aZhydrogen;peroxide while controlling the

pH of said aqueous suspension by adding an alkali either

continuously or intermittently.



