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(57) Abstract: An integrated control network in which the 
objects controlled are expanded, wherein a communication 
system is provided for efficiently operating the network over­
all. The communication system includes a control apparatus 
for controlling communication devices included in a hierarch-
ized network, and a first communication device for forming a 
link in a first layer of the network, and for performing, on the 
basis of a first processing rule, processing related to commu­
nication flow. The control apparatus sets, on the basis of in­
formation related to a second layer different from the first lay­
er, accommodation destinations for the communication flow 
specified by the first processing rule. 
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