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FI ELD OF THE | NVENTI ON [ 0004] The present invention relates to systens and
nmet hods for securing accessories to clothing. In particular, but not by
way of limtation, the present invention relates to systens and nethods
for securing accessories to shoes with stretchable holes. BACKGROUND OF
THE | NVENTI ON [ 0005] d ot hi ng manuf acturers have recently begun

nanufacturingFﬁEpﬁgﬁ@ﬁH Hﬁ@E oxhoes and belts nade froma stretchabl e
material (e.gr, » , shoe nmanufacturers have recently begun

manuf act uri ng nol ded shoes that include expandable holes in the upper
portion of thi0&Hdde priser éniwhidensrelaice tganiemalang nicthodelr seefiripg $958359 M4t er i al
with an outer protective layer. CROCS TM |ocated in Boul der, Colorado, is
one manuf act uteetotlghg t esdictlgp bst ot by rers! lirFka@on,1the blespst mgerntion selatggio cal

nol ded shoe 100 wi th expandabl e holes 105 in the upper 110. [0006]

Accessor i zi ngsysthes endmtttield fstroesingasceprogsentshabs aithisgeiciabtedinteschal | enge
because of the proximty of the expandable holes 105 in the upper 110 to
the wearer's foot. Mreover, these nol ded shoes are often used for outside

activities, 3@5égigggbkbyjéqﬁﬂggﬁg@ggﬁﬁ§ory is inmportant. In addition
children's a U nol ded shoes may have hol es of
different sizes, and the upper paortions may be of =~ different thicknesses.
These di f f er dfAR%Y Gleikise mangfetiers iave reendy Srgm Banbolispe adicepsiehps ¢ oy |
types of shoes. The sane chal |l enges regarding different hole sizes and
t hi cknesses s9pesifid belisanadgfigma tigtcheiemalgrizli(e pefoagp. EpoRATRE $oth as belts
or hats. [0007] It is thus apparent that there is a need in the art for an
i nproved systredpuEgHrerHRavE SRRt begurmppAyrtamesaddnd sheesitlpt #chdpi ng. 2 SUMMARY
OF THE | NVENTI ON [0008] Illustrative enbodi nents of the present invention
t hat are showapindahlgholes in the upper portion of the shoe. These shoes are generally formed

of a foam material with an outer protective layer. CROCS ™, located in Boulder,

Colorado, is one manufacturer of these types of shoes. FIG. 1 illustrates a typical

molded shoe 100 with expandable holes 105 in the upper 110.

[0006] Accessorizing these molded shoes has 'presented a significant challenge
because of the proximity of the expandable holes 105 in the upper 110 to the wearer’s
. foot. Moreover, these molded shoes are often used for outside activities, so durability
of any accessory is important. In addition, children’s and adults’ models of these
molded shoes may have holes of different sizes, and the upper portions may be of
different thicknesses. These differences make it difficult to design accessories that fit
all types of shoes. The same challenges regarding different hole sizes and thicknesses

of material apply to other articles of clothing such as belts or hats.

[0007) It is thus apparent that there is a need in the art for an improved system and

method for securing accessories to clothing.



drawi ngs are summari zed bel ow. These and ot her enbodi ments are nore fully
described in the Detailed Description section. It is to be understood,
however, that there is no intention to limt the invention to the forns
described in this Summary of the Invention or in the Detail ed Description.
One skilled in the art can recognize that there are numerous
nodi fi cations, equivalents, and alternative constructions that fall wthin
the spirit antUMMARYQE TEEINVENTION a5 expressed in the claims. [0009]
The present invention can provide a system and nethod for securing
accessories to clothing. One illustrative enbodinent is a systemfor
attaching a ees)TRistuEyEHRSHRhY of hedrahaénvehtie thytsteeshmeniphe si ng a shaft
having first and second ends; a first shoul der secured to the first end of
the shaft, th@akinkSire Shouhaen bbewnTheseand bifer@tbolimienisnsandiednilt hr ough an
expandabl e hole in an upper portion of the shoe and configured to engage
an inner surfaggined idtheDURNGT DReRpticaRedbnt hes BHeenddastsel; dndkves el der
secured to the second end of the shaft, the second shoul der. bei ng

configured tgQ.en0a08kits 15 BRE: thaéRdemioh b the feire uédgbedagjiacmimi® of he second
shoul der, the third shoulder conprising the decorative accessory. [0010]

Anot her i 11 usgg ﬁ]h/.bﬁfﬁm%pﬁpﬂje PeRtied Sestrigtdbnl Mk kiANediB e dritin ecdEed @l Ve
accessory to a shoe, the system conprising a shoe having an upper portion,

the upper p&h%je o nﬁlﬁ]\é}él)ﬂggﬁgﬁcm’b%!%, eﬁﬁm_@ﬁg,an@mt%@e cMib@0Rs thavyd at | east

one stretcha ol e; having first and second ends; a first

shoul der sec . i 0f 1 f : i-rst shoul der being
configured fgQE?%ggF@pgﬁLF%@%uﬁﬁg”g?mP@ggﬁﬂ@ﬁ%mgPﬁ@?8%%%?e hole in the
upper portion of the shoe and to engage the inner surface of the upper
portion of 3 the shoe; a second shoul der secured to the second end of the
shaft, the sd@8&9d Thepsssngaveronsan Borde g syden aost estbefdfsr 1998 hoe; and a

t hird shoul der adjacent to the second shoulder, the third shoul der

conpri si ng t hscaseseiss itdlathingc Oas Blypiyativy pabedizpr is a system for attaching a

decorative accessory to a shoe, the system comprising a shaft having first and second
ends; a first shoulder secured to the first end of the shaft, the first shoulder being
configured for insertion through an expandable hole in an upper portion of the shoe
and configured to engage an inner surface of the upper portion of the shoe; a second
shoulder secured to the second end of the shaft, the second shoulder.being configured
to engage the shoe; and a third shoulder adjacent to the second shoulder, the third

shoulder comprising the decorative accessory.

[0010] Another illustrative embodiment is a system for securing a decorative
accessory to a shoe, the system comprising a shoe having an upper portion, the upper
portion having an inner surface, an outer surface, and at least one stretchable hole; a
shaft having first and second ends; a first shoulder secured to the first end of the shaﬁ;
the first shoulder being configured for insertion into the at least one stretchable hole in

the upper portion of the shoe and to engage the inner surface of the upper portion of



ot her enbodi nents are described in nore detail herein. BRI EF DESCRI PTI ON OF
THE DRAW NGS [ 0011] Various objects and advantages and a nore conpl ete
understanding of the present invention are apparent and nore readily
appreciated by reference to the following Detailed Description and to the
appended cl ai ms when taken in conjunction wth the acconpanying Draw ngs

wherein: FIG illustr nol d hoe wi t les in the upper; FIG 2A
T ust rat os shibadrRnE et e R e BESEAY! Rt RiesBert tr BFEP t he npar
hol es, in accor evmt an_illustrative e ofthelnentlon FI G
28 11 ust r at SOPHIRERERTIsHALE SERETGS 5&1%@@?&??@%@@&&8@ €21 ot hi ng.
in accordance w t@ﬁ’?‘% |I%¥ é{r atjve enbodi nent of .the inventi on FIG 2C
illustrates a°e3pd Brihedpird gl 1515 r comEsHE G dreoralie aSeEIY-t Bt 8tdhi ng  made
of a relativel y thi cker materi aI and having a relatively larger hole, in
accordance  vatioh ehotiments E Pepskibeskin ot dgbEticEdht of the invention; FIG 2D
illustrates a systemfor attaching a decorative accessory to clot h| ng mde

of arelatively thinner material and having a relatively snaller hole, in
accordance WBHIFFDESCRIFTEON OFTHE SiRAWINGRodi nent of the invention;, FIG

2E illustrates the lateral cross-sectional shape of a first shoul der of a
system for attaching a decorative accessory to clothing, in accordance with
an il ustr atjpua] dabadiobrbt aaf advhstageaiadis more codpleteGnd@btandihgisithat es t he

| at eral cross-sectional shape of a first shoul der of a systemfor
attachi ng a geseaiaiveMtonaecaHpa@htant onctd hlilyngpretiatead g eifelameao wiet h anot her
illustrative enbodi mrent of the invention; FIG 3 illustrates an enbodi nent
of a system fallovaid DakilddPeaeriien bt fo\Be appended claims when taken in conjunction
with the accompanying Drawings wherein:
FIG. 1 llustrates a molded shoe with holes in the upper;
FIG. 2A illustrates a molded shoe with an accessory installed in one of the
upper holes, in accordance with an illustrative embodiment of the invention;
FIG. 2B illusirates a system for attaching a decorative accessory to clothing, in
accordance with an illustrative embodiment of the inveniion;
FIG. 2C illustrates a system for attaching a decorative accessory to clothing
made of a relatively thicker material and having a relatively larger hole, 1n accordance
- with another illustrative embodiment of the invention;
FIG. 2D illustrates a system for attaching a decorative accessory to clothing
made of a relatively thinner material and having a relatively smaller hole, in
accordance with yet another illustrative embodiment of the invention;
FIG. 2E illustrates the lateral cross-sectional shape of a first shoulder of a

system for attaching a decorative accessory to clothing, in accordance with an

illustrative embodiment of the invention;



accessory to clothing that includes two equally-sized shoulders; FIG 4

il lustrates anot her enbodi nent of a systemfor attaching a decorative
accessory to clothing that includes different sized shoulders; FIG 5
illustrates another enbodi nent of a systemfor attaching a decorative
accessory to clothing that includes an adjustable barrel nut to acconmpdate

\S/;a/‘;%/;nmg f O;mta?[ Iaglhl %BI %1 ezzgr?eg ,’[tl}e\liaét%ai cGross—se mn[aleslilgpe o%n%‘sji'glgouﬁﬂtjgﬂngfséegf a
oundes shoul e B ALEL S Bl EL e BBt e
that includes, male a ortiagns, respectively, of a button snap;

FI GS. SA-8D |Iluflf}s"fl?'%?rg”é}ﬂ%ei“ﬁ%frtgee%filmoﬁent of a system for attaching a
decorative accessor 0 clothin cI udes_a | ock fastener for which
conpr essi bl e cl ot Hil ﬁ¥193 ﬁlﬁft’&t“iséll e‘gé?‘g a§i55tt‘?n?15’l A ga FHEVF | ustrat e |
anot her enbodi nent of a system fqr attaching a corative accessory to

cl ot hi ng thataqcﬁéq’rﬁéfe@o%mgﬂé’f elyges tg ey yrsigsd PW‘?S@ and a renovabl e

shoul der for variable thickness clothing material; FIGS, 10A and 10B
illustrate anot herFI‘érFo’é)‘H$tWﬁ‘i%tan‘l5\‘elé’ﬂ’s??%lm?ﬁi HISYHED LRGN 2 GeRBH St i ve

accessory to clothing that includes a single-tab-and-slot bayonet-type
fastener; 5 Fcassoryociethige pRincluiesctitferent sepdtiveidesnbodi ment of a system for
attaching a decorative accessory to clothing that includes a

doubl e-t ab- and- s| GG Heilutietes ayqiecr efnbadimsatof apysn for ifaching alPTptieust r at e

anot her enbodi nent of a system for attaching a
accessory to clothing that includes an adjustable barrel nut to accommodate varying

material thicknesses;

FIG. 6 illustrates another embodiment of a system for attaching a decorative
accessory to clothing that includes rounded shoulders of different sizes;

FIGS. 7A and 7B illustrate another embodiment of a system for attaching a
decorative accessory to clothing that includes male and female portions, respectively,
of a button snap;

FIGS. 8A-8D illustrate another embodiment of a system for attaching a
decorative accessory to clothing that includes a locking fastener for which
compressible clothing material acts as a spring;

FIGS. 9A-9C illustrate another embodiment of a system for attaching a
decorative accessory to clothing that includes a shaft having two lip rings and a
removable shoulder for variable thickness clothing material;

FIGS. 10A and 10B illustrate another embodiment of a system for attaching a
decorative accessory to clothing that includes a single-tab-and-slot bayonet-type

fastener;,



decorative accessory to clothing that includes a doubl e-tab-and-sl ot
bayonet-type fastener and a shoul der that snaps onto anot her shoul der;
FIGS. 13A-13D illustrate another enbodi nent of a systemfor attaching a
decorative accessory to clothing that includes a doubl e-tab-and- sl ot
bayonet-type fastener and a deformable shaft end; FIGS. 14A and 14B

il lustrate anot her iR 1?933 ALt aching A decrati ve
accessory to cIotﬁ?ﬁ%q? a ﬂ%%ﬁ%ﬁ@%ééﬁé I ﬂ%%hﬁastengﬁ;naﬁa FIGSg 15A- 15C
illustrate angther enbodi nent .of vstem for..at tachi ecorative
nccossory t o SratherEr o P Bt abE s PluB i 6R Mo BRI S Py o
100121 Refera%Q%EQOM/to the drawi ngs, where like or simlar elenents are
desi gnat ed F'dentical reference nunerals t hroughout the several views,

and referring in ticul Fl 2A, it.i)lustrate system 200 for
attaching a decorgﬁ?@ézéé%gi?%ﬁvmné%gw 19F®Fh@ﬁ Ofﬁﬁﬁ%gg?ﬁé%%gnéfth an
illustrative enbodi nent of t dnyention. In th i1l rative enbodi nent
of FIG on SrETemessosery Setdebeordrie b ey BRI Bh Bol ded shoe
100 t hrough one of the expandabl e hol es 105, | ded shoe 100 is shown in
FIG 2A for ifPﬁt%E?“&tais@?%‘ﬁ%F]H@@ES e ?f‘?"ﬂieﬁsmuh\ffg; enbodi ments, the shoe may
be a type other than a_nolded shoe. In still other enbodi nents, system 200
can attach decor &% d3Adébslgiteanghersmbofisrenieha sysien IgRIATHREA ng,
including, wthout Iimtation, belts, hats, and scarves with stretchable
hol es for i nsléparstiys apfeswristecipthinghpopendss agpulge-pangiodbbyongdyPeexanpl e, a
belt or hat may be nade of a foammaterial. A scarf may be knitted froma
stret chabl e dstase] ad aglgiommalde saftiendind have hol es through which a securing

portion of system 200 can be inserted. [0013] FIG 2B illustrates a system
200 for attachi ngFE3dédsrad i4killagnesaothyr 0B dipent of a system for attaching a

decorative accessory to clothing that includes a sliding fastener; and
FIGS. 15A-15C illustrate another embodiment of a system for attaching a

decorative accessory to clothing that includes a snap fastener.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0012] Referring now to the drawings, where like or similar elements are designated
with identical reference numerals throughout the several views, and referring in
particular to FIG. 2A, it illustrates a system 200 for attaching a decorative accessory
205 to clothing in accordance with an illustrative embodiment of the invention. In the
illustrative embodiment of FIG. 2A, system 200 attaches decorative accessory 205 to
a molded shoe 100 through one of the expandable holes 105. Molded shoe 100 is
shown in FIG. 2A for illustrative purposes only. In other embodiments, the shoe may
be a type other than a molded shoe. In still other embodiments, system 200 can attach
decorative accessory 203 to other articles of clothing, including, without limitation,

belts, hats, and scarves with stretchable holes for insertion of a securing portion of



clothing in accordance with an illustrative enbodi nent of the invention.
FIG 2B shows a side view of system 200. In this illustrative enbodi nent,
system 200 includes a shaft 210, a first shoul der 215 secured to one end
of shaft 210, a second shoulder 220 secured to the opposite end of shaft
210, and a third shoulder 225 that is adjacent to second shoul der 220. For

reasons that wll ren first I 215 ma rned an
e shoul d8Ften ARG aee SRR ST GES A (o250 = ERE,. 3967 Ry e
termed "outer, shoul ders. 0014] First shoul der, 215 is conflgured for
insertion thr Wtegrfmé’kbét ]i’lémﬁE?lné uRh ayarynd hayehales OB HER te. g., an
expandabl e hole 105 in nol ded shoe 100). Since first shoulder 215 is
larger than t¥H&vERPeripastsvse &0gehe iFgtedxpandabl e hole is inits
unexpanded state, first shoul der secures system 200 to the article of
clothing. First shoulder 215 engages the inner surface of the clothing

mat eri al (e. go013]IRG M ahusdislacaen Qb0 fRhdadighorcdBB)e.acSisiee205mben
attached to nol ded shoe 100, first shoulder 215 is <close to the wearer's

foot, it is adyvbinkageebsaldnvilhiahSlusahok ddbdidint dfahdiaventibOWFIL eBi | e _
shoul der for greater confort. In enbodinents in which first shoul der 215 is

renmovabl y SeQ%b@QaE@esﬁﬁﬁﬁd%&Qi%ﬁhQBHnngﬂﬂﬁyeQ@h&ﬂﬁ@ﬁh@ﬁmﬁﬂb@ expandabl e
hol e 105, and first shoul 215 may be placed on the inside of the

article of clalhiad st SeaHt aduke: Babludi@ond ek 1Bln Secondoshoul der 220

engages the article of clothing (e.g., nolded shoe 100), but how it
engages the aghgel}@é&z@fsecelegttmhegpﬁ/(ﬁ&é | &%ﬂﬁmonalmhﬁmoamapﬂz Rits as will

be expl ai ned nore 'y in connection wth FIGS. 2C and 2D. [0016] In the

embodi ment s%g@edt%éék&d Fuuakhot drshoubor, %ﬁﬁgb&n’fe Usheqroyat ed to  second

shoul der 220 ush nounting can be acco In a arlety of ways. In

o MO Mot 41318 ) LR 22 PR Lt 2550 SRQUSRA, 280 11 some

and 225) may be termed “outer shoulders.”

[0014] First shoulder 215 is configured for insertion through an expandable hole in an
article of clothing (e.g., an expandable hole 105 in molded shoe 100). Since first
shoulder 215 is larger than the expandable hole when the expandable hole is in ifs
unexpanded state, first shoulder secures system 200 to the article of clothing. First

- shoulder 215 engages the inner surface of the clothing material (e.g., the inner surface
of molded shoe 100). Since, when attached to molded shoe 100, first shoulder 215 is
close to the wearer’s foot, it is advantageous for first shoulder 215 to be a low-profile
shoulder for greater comfort. In embodiments 1n which first shoulder 215 1s
removably secured to shaft 210, shaft 210 may be inserted into expandable hole 105,
and first shoulder 215 may be placed on the inside of the article of clothing and

secured to shaft 210.



enbodi ments, decorative accessory 205 is separate fromthird shoul der 225
and is attached to third shoul der 225 by a suitable chemcal (e.g., glue)
or nechanical fastener. In other enbodi nents, decorative accessory 205 is
fully or partially integrated (e.g., nolded) with third shoul der 225. In
sone enbodi ments, third shoulder 225 and decorative accessory 205 are one

and the sare, mﬁggts%éo%ﬁe%&merés&alg%gs\ﬁw RE5ES0NoTRY, Do figpl gpysuch as

"smley face on the

exposed surf third ho I | der
215, second :tﬁ?h Wltel%ﬁs ahc Icphl églél}%o‘[afjasecr@?%g Or‘lrjat?e embOdlmntt’taﬁel%l}J | at er al
cross-sectional sha ndln For exanple in

enbodi ment s i ‘ﬁﬁ@@ﬁf@ﬂﬁﬁﬁ $Wod ﬂﬁ%gm§§§lgggig€@8$%Pive accessory 205 are
one and the sane, third shoul der 225 may be in the shape of a frog,
butterfly, heart, or any other decorative shape. In one enbodi nent, shaft
210 and secord0163 hohk debodi@ntaheve i FIGd2E,clatd shaulgbri?é is gust nfountsd tshoul der
215 is circular and concave in shape, the bottomof the "dish" facing away
from t he i nneccondshautier 220. t Heshohethinggn beateniptibhed B SHricBbofangs. 2B ar e
bottom views of first shoulder 215 illustrating alternative |ateral

Cross- sect i onak embalhasnt, third senbied205Cie shvkd 1o sedone shoulden 820. diisstee  enbodi nent s
of the invention. In FIGS. 2E and 2F, second shoul der 220 and third

shoul der 225 eirthséinase neosfatiteetcdserry Cb 5 séptrateSird0 QiG] shhildg o aebodi ment s,
shaft 210, first shoul der 215, second shoul der 220, and third shoul der 225

(whi ch may i nehddetodBiediatide? BASeSaRitle 20B)caPleq. M) bnhegeatdly forned as
a single piece (e.g., they are nolded fromsingle piece of plastic). In

ot her enbodigents In 8ikEN@EbRIMRY, Becafatilié £e‘é&ss§r2@'0|5 deml dopaandlysecond
shoul der 220 are renovably secured to shaft In sonme enbodi nents,

third shoul defegsa (esg 1ﬂﬁﬂwg%%3fh1§c%!dﬁ13§ %9, FReARENThGHERI mZP0. In t he
enbodi ments having a renova
shoulder 225 and decorative accessory 205 are one and the same. For example,

decorative accessory may be a design such as a “smiley face” that is stamped or

embossed, optionally in relief, on the exposed surface of third shoulder 225.

[0017] Shaft 210, first shoulder 215, second shoulder 220, and third shoulder 225
may vary in their lateral cross-sectional shape, depending on the embodiment. For
example, in embodiments in which third shoulder 225 and decorative accessory 205
are one and the same, third shoulder 225 may be in the shape of a frog, butterfly,
heart, or any other decorative shape. In one embodiment, shaft 210 and second
shoulder 220 are cylindrical in shape, and first shoulder 215 is circular and concave in
shape, the bottom of the “dish™ facing away from the inner surface of the clothing
material. FIGS. 2E and 2F are bottom views of first shoulder 215 illustrating
alternative lateral cross-sectional shapes, in accordance with other illustrative
embodiments of the invention. In FIGS. 2E and 2F, second shoulder 220 and third

shoulder 225 have been omitted for clarity.



attached shoul der, the renovabl e shoul der can be attached to shaft 210 by a
snap fastener, adjustable barrel nut, bayonet fastener, or other suitable
fastener. [0019] FIG 2C shows system 200 after insertion of first shoul der
215 through an expandable hole in an article of clothing, in accordance
with another illustrative enbodinent of the invention. In this enbodi nent,

second shoul der O is confjgured t.o . fit. wthi xpandabl h 105 in its
unexpanded st Oéé%QFWB%FH@XFﬁFF%S@ﬂ%ﬁpdg?t%@@Bm?%gé%G?gégPﬁ%“g%ﬁé%gsurface
of the article.qf, clothin .g.,. th uter surface upper. 110 of nol ded
shoe 100). Thgmg eﬁ%%ﬁg“@maﬁ IHCIIEfﬁ%C‘%“é@é’%WH%‘?%é‘Wp Pipiseaty, y thicker

material and relatively. |arger-dianmeter expandabl e holes 105, such as

m ght be foun®Pef 257 SHEBA Rewrdeér iy g P ™ O BT PéﬂéE?S)n&l &H8ul dor 220
sits wthin expandable hole 105 in its_unexpanded siatg, ié provi des

addi ti onal | apgbogiments gifier pripth of fayisheriogd) 2pdwedy sheplesie2? feust rat i ve
enbodi rent shown in FIG 2C, second shoul der 220 and_  third shoul der 225
are secured tEmesdhy wewed pyrak 250 ninzgpe eoppedigenih Siirdgbpuldgg2p & ol ded
around a head portion 235 of pin 230, and second shoul der 220 is nol ded
around a needtcmopiiy seorred wsepdndshenldes 329. nkatths erbegingenidipviveg paemeNibiyng

manuf acturing. 9 [0021] FIG 2D shows system 200 after insertion of first
shoul der 215 athelmdghoudder, thsanedalts hohlderecan e aached tochadt B0 bylagnit ng, in
accordance with yet another illustrative enbodinent of the invention. In

t hi s enbodi nefattenes edpsidbls howd! det, baR0etifastdnar. geothetsaiteblefgardabl e hole 105 in
its unexpanded state. Consequently, second shoul der 220 engages the outer
surface the article of clothing (e.g., the outer surface of upper 110),

acting as a SRafRTiG IeHIR G EE 0 SPWIeiln 5 st BHuAGCO5TRARLGR rel atively

thinner material 'and relatively smaller-di aneter expandabl e hol es 105, such

as mght be &&%ﬂgblk o it 0 LHz1808b R Hed. 3 hREe wRP andild: fiRSAthkust rati ve
enbodi ment shown 1 n

embodiment of the invention. In this embodiment, second shoulder 220 is configured

to fit within expandable hole 105 in its unexpanded state, allowing third shoulder 225

to engage the outer surface of the article of clothing (e.g., the outer surface of upper

110 of molded shoe 100). The embodiment shown in FIG. 2C accommodates

relatively thicker material and relatively larger-diameter expandable holes 105, such

as might be found in an adult-model molded shoe 100. Since second shoulder 220 sits

within expandable hole 105 in its unexpanded state, it provides additional lateral

stability to system 200.

[0020] In the illustrative embodiment shown in FIG. 2C, second shoulder 220 and
third shoulder 225 are secured to each other by a pin 230. Third shoulder 225 is
molded around a head portion 235 of pin 230, and second shoulder 220 is molded

around a needle portion 240 of pin 230 that forms a pop rivet during manufacturing.



FI G 2D, second shoul der 225 is nolded around a fourth shoul der 245 t hat
extends fromthe top surface of second shoul der 220. [0022] The shoul ders
of system 200 can be nade of any material, including plastic, netal, and
rubber. Additionally, the shoulders can include an inner rigid portion,
such as netal, and a softer outer portion, such as rubber, that provides

| ner eased COpRT, ﬁé‘f}' D 365 WRALH00 AT 1i0Hion SRl RARR SRNREABAC OF any

mat eri al , i ncl udi plastic,” nmetal, and shaf t 0 can include
arigid inner ' n ) QR at i e _wear er

wi th incr easeeéBég%%lgE?lglrF%%i@ﬁ% {’fﬁCﬁ%t%Eg’gP rar%cﬁfdsaﬁéc?t Itehr)%% E%ﬁ}é{ ﬂglggégﬁfl ustrated
in FIGS. 2B-2D. syst 00 i nclude only two shoul ders. (€ Q.. first
shoul der 215 g ERRERECReTT e 350 Br et R BT BET b eBed g

shoul der 220 is | pgous. to third oul d 225 in the di,oent s

I ustrat ed_ 1o PReR PR3t bt R Fonb e A B TBE vy be
fully or partially_ integrated w {.h second shoulder, K 220.in such two-shoul der
dosi gne. 10 (0B e PUEr g Geee iifls SF Al 8 HERUIE SRt HaPERAL and s v
of the shoul ders of a syﬁteg&;%r atgachiq% aﬂgecorative accessory 205 to
cl ot hi ng and 2738 BfiBHE | Hew FRent sHP WY 1 Os Hig P arRedaies 14 V€yst em can be
renovably attached to, shaft 210, in accordance with illustrative

enbodi ment s FORR@ARGERCITGHTVEPFTHYET pReEHEradalE dplie His SYP PUSE$%t ed i n
FI GS. 3-15C, ly t houl d h . Athird houl d ,. of
course, be a(?gg‘d‘){lfi @mgﬁgglgg@?g’%gﬁd%ﬁpg ] 8&%‘%@%#”?%&‘?"‘[ %@ﬁou]m% éﬁc‘)%‘g’ in”
illustrates a system 300 for securing a decorative accessory 205 to a

nol ded shoe F&0 2. serondphozlder $5s mplded atohnhylovrth shpuidst b ibe eniends an

illustrative enbodinent of the invention. This enbodi ment includes two
equal | y- si zedogrbeilogepgace30Bcomibhguldera20ei t her end of shaft 210. At | east
one shoul der (305 or 310) may be a

[0022] The shoulders of system 200 can be made of any material, including piastic,

metal, and rubber. Additionally, the shoulders can include an inner rigid portion, such

as metal, and a softer outer portion, such as rubber, that provides increased comfort

for the wearer. Further, shaft 210 can be made of any material, including plastic,

metal, and rubber. The shaft 210 can include a rigid inner portion and a softer outer

portion to provide the wearer with increased comfort.

[0623] In embodiments other than those illustrated in FIGS. 2B-2D, system 200 may
include only two shoulders (e.g., first shoulder 215 and second shoulder 220). In
those embodiments, second shoulder 220 is analogous to third shoulder 225 in the
embodiments illustrated in FIGS. 2B-2D. For example, decorative accessory 205 may
be fully or partially integrated with second shoulder 220 in such two-shoulder

designs.
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| ow-profile shoulder. [0026] FIG 4 illustrates a system 400 for securing a
decorative accessory 205 to a nolded shoe 100 or other article of

clothing, in accordance with an illustrative enbodinent of the invention.
In system 400, shoul ders 410 and 415 are different in size. In this
illustrative enbodi nent, the |arger shoulder 415 is a |lowprofile shoul der

and is posi t'[gﬁ‘ﬁgﬁgﬁg?l%dlﬂﬁtrgg vgﬁafgyggmatflé élﬁ#§d1ﬁfsﬁiog¥hglﬁg%éc{ee% ‘a’ ol ded

" shoe 100). Th sho r I's conftgure e outer

surface of t ' f .ot .hj.ng.Qr fit, w.thin an expandable hole in
its unexpandgﬁ“@%%%%&gggggfgﬁg%ﬁgégag%%%gﬁtfﬁB%%Tgf@éfﬂ ngﬁﬂg??ﬁges a
system 500 faor securi ecorative accessor 05, t | ded shoe 100 or
ot her articlé 8t ¢l B‘fiﬁgsgﬂges SHCCEr GERTER ?’ﬁxae{%leﬁ?ﬁolsg% %hdfrﬁlve enbodi nent

ihg, Th accordance w
of the invention st.em 50Q incl udes  a rrel nut, which nmy be nade of
netal or othé?“%%??%%ﬁ%ﬂW§F“yng@’ H%K%%$$%@Vﬁﬁ?”1HEPﬂﬁggh?mo equal | y-si zed
I 1 shoul ders 505 .an 0. e the shoul ders is part of the female
portion of tﬁglB@F?%Fﬁﬁﬁﬁ?&“&ﬁﬁg%ﬁbn%iﬁgﬁt§ﬂ6%¥l s argshggpy - llr%he mal e
portion of the rrel nut. The readed barrel nut allows system 500 to be
adj ust ed forﬂﬁ#ﬁ%ﬁ%h?ﬂ¥ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁé§ég§oEP“HEWEWFﬁwg? esifedf ystrated in FIG 5,
one or both shoul ders of system 500 may be rounded in shape (see shoul der
505) or other shapes. In FIG 5, the two portions of the barrel nut are
shown scr ewe@26pEich érillusfre28dyslemG00Gor skiusimp matbesatbve aystem BG0c hor securi ng
a decorative accessory 205 to a nolded shoe 100 or other article of

cl ot hi ng, i nnatokE@Noe onbibél ativid df Uskihgtin ¥@ordaidodii@ntiuahtithe i nventi on.
System 600 i ncl udes two unequal | y-si zed shoul ders 605 and 610, at | east

one of whi chenBodigendethe aivdntadn. ITRRSINbB M AT inWhEGRwb Squalll-@Med fHoaldklse
shoul der.
305 and 310 at either end of shaft 210. At Ieast one shoulder (305 or 310) may be a

low-profile shoulder.

[0026] FIG. 4 illustrates a system 400 for securing a decorative accessory 205 to a
molded shoe 100 or other article of clothing, in accordance with an illustrative
embodiment of the invention. In system 400, shoulders 410 and 415 are different in
size. In this illustrative embodiment, the larger shoulder 415 is a low-profile shoulder
and is positioned on the inside of the article of clothing (e.g., molded shoe 100). The
smaller shoulder 410 is configured to engage the outer surface of the article of
clothing or to fit within an expandable hole in its unexpanded state, as explained

ahove.

[0027] FIG. 5 iHustrates a system 500 for securing a decorative accessory 205 to a
molded shoe 100 or other article of clothing, in accordance with an illustrative
embodiment of the invention. System 500 includes a barrel nut, which may be made

of metal or other suitable material. The barrel nut includes two equally-sized
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[0029] FIGS. 7A and 7B illustrate a system 700 for securing a decorative
accessory 205 to a nolded shoe 100 or other article of clothing, in
accordance with an illustrative enbodi ment of the invention. System 700
includes a male portion 705 of a button snap (FIG 7A) that includes one
shoul der and shaft 210 and a matching female portion 710 of the button
snap (FIG 78% that includes a second shoulder. [0030] FIGS. 8A-8D are
schemati cs oﬁl@ﬂ@ysﬂswmsémof@ne@@b@ﬁpﬁ@agnu@@uﬁdﬁﬂveﬂea@@esgﬁﬁybaog to a
nol ded shoe 100 or other article of clothing, in accordance with an

i |l ustrati ve ratrbadibmether $uidhds pavelihé male pSyivnehtl@darelmot. itheshraadedcki ng
fastener that uses the conpressibility of the clothing material (e.g.,
foam itself bagclansglowsgystéh G0 toda afjubted for diffesent thickoessesofseitdriabms a porti on
of system 800 that includes fixed shoulder 805 and shaft 210. The fi xed
shoul der 805 ilwtrhtedd iralGt Bienie onkgth sthaldederf systane bldeambe dloondep iofhiape shoul der
to mnimze a wearer's disconfort. Alternatively, the fixed 12 shoul der 805
coul d, as an (sdtkruldhotd)devthelxdamist BCHED 5 the tdepadiganhétheberrd@aessory 205

or be integrated with decorative accessory 205. [0031] In this enbodi nent,
the end 810 gfiowhaidwedl€ecopposi te fixed shoul der 805 includes a
rectangul ar flange 815. Rectangul ar flange 815 is configured to be inserted
through a rectangul ar cutout in a nating receiver When rectangul ar flange

815 is rot at gﬁg"j %t st t%s? a gﬂs%r £ or sec;lgl@ decm%ﬂpe Eh esgégr{/ %é &l 15

slightly conﬁres ange engages a'r angular

d h | ot hi
mater sl act Enoé&%gﬁ%ﬁﬁ%gﬁrer rﬁ‘é&o#r’@h@gelgf TR B Qear 3 {29

establish the ei ver. ,as econd. sh FIG. 8B her si de

view of the 5%??“ s RSy Rr BT age T s e imsial Boesg pRe 5

illustrates, ection . Jeceiver 0.of s 00. The receiver

820 is round %ﬁe@ toéleIOB\?(ElﬁgbsflPW@egﬂn%ﬁeea\ﬁe %é)rtfwgl cﬁésoatlogr ot her body
profile shoulder.

[0029] FIGS. 7A and 7B illustrate a system 700 for securing a decorative accessory
205 to a molded shoe 100 or other article of clothing, in accordance with an
illustrative embodiment of the invention. System 700 includes a male portion 705 of
a button snap (FIG. 7A) that includes one shoulder and shaft 210 and a matching

female portion 710 of the button snap (FIG. 7B) that includes a second shoulder.

[0030] FIGS. 8A-8D are schematics of a system 800 for securing a decorative
accessory 205 to a molded shoe 100 or other article of clothing, in accordance with an
illustrative embodiment of the invention. System 800 includes a locking fastener that
vses the compressibility of the clothing material (e.g., foam) itself as a spring. FIG.
8A illustrates, in cross section, a portion of system 800 that includes fixed shoulder
805 and shaft 210. The fixed sheulder 805 could, as the inner shoulder, include a

low-profile shoulder to minimize a wearer’s discomfort. Alternatively, the fixed

12



part. FIG 8D is a bottomview of receiver 820 that shows rectangul ar
cutout 825 and rectangul ar depression 830. [0033] FIGS. 9A-9C illustrate a
system 900 for securing a decorative accessory 205 to a nolded shoe 100 or
other article of clothing, in accordance with an illustrative enbodi nent

of the invention. System 900 includes lip rings 905 and 910 on shaft 210
(FIG 9A) for engaging a renovabl e shoulder 915 (FIG 9B and 9C). Renovabl e
shoul der 915 skeadeh805s¢ould, @ﬂrﬁno)uéqnalﬁqulcm@eaﬁ@hﬁdﬁodb@dq@a@twmemry@@i hlip
rings (905 and/or 910), providing adjustability for different thicknesses
of clothing nab%mkaﬁkﬂﬁdﬁnhemaWwMegﬁuhe2@bmer lip 905 can be used to secure
system 900 to a thicker adult's nolded shoe 100. The upper lip 910 can be
used to secure system 900 to a thinner <child' s nolded shoe 100. 13 [0034]

FIG 9Cis a[(ﬁiﬂﬁm\&h@‘é&n{a&dlﬁa%wﬁé%@s 1%*19%&@2’1 0¥ podite 'ﬂﬁé& §RbidBgdshat
removabl e shoul der 5 may have a rounded shape on the bottom and t hat

remvabl e shgy L@sgarlca%uﬁmahm 4R AnGhICHHRIAD1 Ghkhoe R2Akace dashed

lines in FIG 9Cin I ng den li1ne ong the | S|de of a hole in

its center. Elfgggfgg %ﬁﬂgf%&dé%?m@%%1%@é\ze§’em1eﬂtﬁ%%§&1% g St. one or

both lip rings ) to cture renova 5 in place.

accessory 208 18! GV HOAEAE 4R B RoRiL AT yighly SERMRR 2 Theoretve

la:f (é.or ?anog\e \é\n{/% an%"rl'irékiagéj§t r altga&?.g a 16”%)21%%&?1 C{%PI‘EBSK)H 1&%’] Tefe?nté ggg SRffg{/ r r I ng t 0
f ast Shaft 210 t.,h.tab d | d
R o R e Y gt h B S P e @1%%1) b mﬁi b

f 1015. Rot in haft 210 t | ot 1010
o™ ol oaci ni chbiddne PRkt 3 o steaditoRlen g ?%@ww&%ﬁ“ Pyt the o 71 2o,

portion of system 800 shown in FIG. 8A.

[0032] FIG. 8C illustrates, in cross section, a receiver 820 of system 800. The
receiver 820 is rounded to present a low-profile to the wearer’s foot or other body
part. FIG. 8D is a bottom view of receiver 820 that shows rectangular cutout §25 and

rectangular depression 830.

[0033] FIGS. 9A-9C illustrate a system 900 for securing a decorative accessory 205
to a molded shoe 100 or other article of clothing, in accordance with an illustrative
enabodiment of the invention. System 900 includes lip rings 905 and 910 on shaft 210
(FIG. 9A) for engaging a removable shoulder 915 (FIG. 98 and 9C). Removable
shoulder 915 can be slid onto shaft 210 and forced past one or both lip rings (905
and/or 910), providing adjustability for different thicknesses of clothing material. For
example, the lower lip 905 can be used to secure system 900 to a thicker adult’s
molded shoe 100. The upper lip 910 can be used fo secure system 900 to a thinner

child’s molded shoe 100.
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FIG | OB shows system 1000 after the two portions of system 1000 have been
fastened together. [00361 FIGS. 11A and 11B illustrate a system 1100 for
securing a decorative accessory 205 to a nol ded shoe 100 or other article
of clothing, in accordance with an illustrative enbodi nent of the
invention. Referring to FIG 11A, system 1100 is simlar to system 1000
above, except that system 1100 includes tw tabs 1005 and two
correspondi ng slots 1010. FIG | 1 B shows system 1100 after the two
portions of system 1100 have been fastened together. 14 [0037] FIGS. 12A
and 12B illustrate a system 1200 for securing a decorative accessory 205
to a nol ded dhafl] FOG. W isatshie viear dfirathevable shbdddaiongillusifatiag elox chameeblad t h an
illustrative enbodi nent of the invention. Referring to FIG 12A, system

1200 is si mshauldér@1s iy @NelhOthdzb ehfpe o Xetattorh had thhihdemdvaothodider 225 is
attached to second shoul der 220 using a pop-rivet-like fastener that

i ncl udes tab d20myafctideiarcglcshRitnd&Irided 220 @BdddsREainéein FIG! 9 @ichddd in
second shoul der 220. The two portions of the pop- rivet-like fastener can

be forcibly engRf@des Aosehdiideldifk ool dfifer 22Bante s Rdge Sliiahder 220.
FIG 12B shows system 1200 after the three parts of system 1200 have been

fastened togebhefly RO onkloESsth kg@mgﬁ@os bidisita18f 8 seeusyeh@Mnt300 for

securing a decorative ‘accessory 05'to a nol ded shoe 100 or other article
of clothing, $Mase9sdange With an illustrative enbodiment of the
invention. Referring to FIG 13A, system 1300 is simlar to system 1100
above, except that shaft 210 includes a set of slots 1305 that cause the
end of shaft ﬁlo opposi te ecoqgﬁshoulder 220 to be inwardly bendabl e when
| ocked into tHESHE -JPﬁ@n§69I%i raipapystons | Qder serioe aderireer 215 FI Gs.

13B- 13D show additional views of_ system 1300 when the two_portions of
syst em 1300 &Pgssory 205 to a molded shoe 100 or other article of clothing, in accordance with an

illustrative embodiment of the invention. Referring to FIG. 10A, system 1000
includes a single-tab-and-slot bayonet-type fastener. Shaft 210 with tab 1005 is
inserted into hole 1007 and aligned with slot 1010 through sufficient compression of
-spring (e:g., piece of foam} 1015. Rotating shaft 210 to bring tab 1005 to the limit of
slot 1010 and releasing the compression of spring 1015 locks the fastener into place.
FIG. 10B shows system 1000 after the two portions of system 1000 have been

fastened together.

[0036] FIGS. 11A and 11B illustrate a system 1100 for securing a decorative
accessory 205 to a molded shoe 100 or other article of clothing, in accordance with an
illustrative embodiment of the invention. Referring to FIG. 114, system 1100 is
similar to system 1000 above, except that system 1100 includes two tabs 1005 and
two correspending slots 1010. FIG. 11B shows system 1100 afier the two portions of

system 1100 have been fastened together.
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fastened together. [0039] FIGS. 14A and 14B illustrate a system 1400 for
securing a decorative accessory 205 to a nol ded shoe 100 or other article
of clothing, in accordance with an illustrative enbodi ment of the
invention. Referring to FIG 14A, system 1400 includes a sliding fastener.
Second shoul der 220 is configured to slide onto a rim 1405 around the end
of shaft 210 opposite réﬁﬁ% shoul der 215. FI G 14B sho system 1400 after
the two porti® 18¥G%9§{\ VoRBlusiEaies Bt %%Qt@r?&ﬁ“%@%??é?m’els [ 0040]
FIGS. 15A-15Cillustrate a system 1500 for securing a decorative accessory
205 to a nol dEFSORLEDSTRE mdegshesy L0gof pliepartisle of %Jﬁqlﬂnﬁgm apgordiseViafte wit h
an illustrative enbodinent of the invention. Referring to FIG 15A system
1500 i ncl udédusiaiegpbpdisreatdthedprmgpenRefrpmic RE. pebtyatendap0 shown in
FIGS. 7A and 7B. The nale portion that includes second shoul der 220 and
shaft 210 is sigleidivjiendafpewveioiept hat bidrhquityr 22 eimattasheqioneionn t hat

i ncludes first shoulder 215. To facilitate a sufficiently tight fit, shaft
210 i ncl udes shedlder 22Gnsigomoraigt-likefastenss that inglugevtel BI95 onrltd deuldtrenal e rim
1510. FIG 15B shows additional hidden lines to clarify the structure of
syst em 1500. 2 @d re&@yes howen $3/1dtie necdBdthoatfdee?2(t e twoppbetsicdile b- syst em
1500 have been fastened together. [0041] In conclusion, the present

i nvention pr civitdés,fastamengn bt fieciblyhinpgpsd tasesystilen shaviden?26 hobedrar securi ng
accessories to shoes and other articles of clothing. Those skilled in the
art can r eadishonidee22@rildel AEhsdown uysbmo UR0Ovdict tht iltoerspaain df safest 1I200havans may
be made in the invention, its use and its configuration to achieve

subst anti al | pednhiestermdnmgethesul ts as achi eved by the enbodi ments descri bed
herein. Accordingly, there is no intention to limt the invention to the
di scl osed exenplary forns. Many variations, nodifications and alternative

construction ?OJ3§1 #Id@ tfl ?A—q 3 b }}ﬁusﬁg‘c@ B.%y&é]'g 1§(BU fol’ gec&fin é zp(?ecorative ACCEeSsOTy

205 to a molded shoe 100 or other article of clothing, in accordance with an
illustrative embodiment of the invention. Referring to FIG. 13A, system 1300 is
similar to system 1100 above, except that shaft 210 includes a set of slots 1305 that
cause the end of shaft 210 opposite second shoulder 220 to be inwardly bendable
when locked into the receiving portion that includes first shoulder 215, FIGS. 13B-
13D show additional views of system 1300 when the two portions of system 1300 are

fastened {ogether.

[0039] FIGS. 14A and 14B illustrate a system 1400 for securing a decorative
accessory 205 to a molded shoe 100 or other article of clothing, in accordance with an
illustrative embodiment of the invention. Referring to FIG. 14A, system 1400
includes a sliding fastener. Second shoulder 220 is configured to slide onto a rim
1405 around the end of shaft 210 opposite first shoulder 215. FIG. 14B shows system

1400 after the two portions of system 1400 have been fastened together.

15



di scl osed invention as expressed in the clains. 16 Wiat is clained is: 1. A
system for attaching a decorative accessory to a shoe, the system
conprising: a shoe, wherein the shoe is a nolded shoe made from a
stretchable material; a shaft having first and second ends; a first

shoul der secured to the first end of the shaft, the first shoulder being
configured for insertion through an expandable hole in an upper portion of
the shoe and8HHlgared-13 Butjtie SRtemnRaP fugpquans a gpcorqive aps®PYpor t i on of
the shoe; a second shoul der secured to the second end of the shaft, the
second shoul d&¥ tpaimedied sk 1§0 reethergrtidpefadehingdn aproedanegwitlhant hi rd shoul der
adj acent to the second shoul der, the third shoulder conprising the
decorative acdesgdysyemipdimneobiis ineptioh. Rleterming to FifhelSdi siysteel 300r st shoul der
conprises a |lowprofile shoulder. 3. The systemof claiml, wherein the
second shoul desludes aconf fagfence differenefign g atton ertag shovguinffags. ¥ advd. upper
portion of the shoe. 4. The systemof claim1, wherein the third shoul der

i s confi gur edMeonznpaten tat iocltdes secoud §lmokien?2 0 dnd skafgdi0 iprdiblgsnapbed he shoe
and the second shoulder is configured to fit wthin the expandable hole in
i t s unexpandadtosiratedying fendeqoribnsive idctlees firsoshodidag? 15atledailitatshabi [ ity. 5.
The system of claim1l, wherein the decorative accessory is configured to
engage an ouuéficicady tighatditoshaft DR tnpipé@ss npde fiind308fant He rededéng @rtickthe syst em of
claim1, wherein the third shoulder is flush nmounted to the second _
shoul der. 7. jld16des Yah£einf15¢0.aFIn, 158 wierselditibhe hidded Gnes kotlhdferhd s nol ded
around a fourth shoulder that extends froma top surface of the second
shoul der. 8. stheueystpin®iscol F@E 15C hbes sistent B0 RErtHe ShQiokEtaE of s Mol ded
around a head portion of a

system 1500 have been fastened together.

[0041] In conclusion, the present invention provides, among other things, a system
and method for securing accessories to shoes and other articles of clothing, Thase
skilled in the art can readily recognize that numerous variations and substitutions may
be made in the invention, its use and its configuration to achieve substantially the
same results as achieved by the embodiments described herein. Accordingly, there is
no intention to limit the invention to the disclosed exemplary forms. Many variations,
modifications and alternative constructions fall within the scope and spirit of the

disclosed invention as expressed in the claims.
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pin, the head portion of the pin extending froma top surface of the second
shoul der, the second shoul der being nol ded around a needl e portion of the
pin. 9. The systemof claim1, wherein the shaft and at |east one of the
first, second, and third shoulders are integrally formed as a single
pi ece. 10. The systemof claim1, wherein the shaft and the first, second,
and third shoulders are integrally fornmed as a single piece. 11. The
systemof claiml1l, wherein the first shoulder is renovably secured to the
shaft. 13wvhdtieckhisddm of claim 11, wherein the first shoul der conprises a
bayonet-fastener receiver. 13. The systemof claim 12, wherein the shaft
includes g, h&wgaﬁﬁbﬁ@@ﬂﬁmgid&ﬁﬁn@ﬁgﬁgﬁmQWOhkhmhdub@wﬁmemnmaQMgnemocecelver
14. The syaicRMm OF skdedb MnbldedWhey @bde ftdie akirésiabthoatbidey a safpeiisgdira snap
receiver. aﬁésec&ﬁ?erﬁﬂ%ﬁr@i SbulkAdeBirdd o hb aFe i stBe shaf the ifing khidédera ni ppl e
for engaglb@ %H Pror 1n§&§bl¥ fkough@n e;ﬁ&dﬁﬂéh@mtﬂin §ipe# pordidn ofvhesiRien t he
‘;} rilt O E]O%JE g{)ﬂ i qulftnﬁélsuﬁ%etdf(?ﬁb e@p&ﬁ&{ 6t the SHék; a delondThe syst em
confi aur e ? il néc%}e@l t{) % ten& QFRE IS§§§£ AnHo DAL He R0 c@ﬁﬁ;ﬁlr&‘?{%r el nut

9 e Jiesioe and & gurdr S%PulElQJ adj)a%@nt? e RSk Uthe mﬁﬂa%h&dme%t and

second port p05| e I'n gender. . A system

fﬁr seﬁurFﬂﬂpﬁmﬂ%@ﬁP§¥¥@8@§8§§%§%ry to a shoe, the systen1conpr|5|ng a
shoe avi ng an upper t t hayi [
an outer Sufpavelnmialan, phgein t@%@f‘é@@w@{dgﬁéoﬁ%@ﬁ%ﬁ? B PN, g vt

and second ends; a first shoulder secured to the first end of the shaft,

the first 3sReudydlem dfelaig 1cwherigibessepst shoplder is configumddo CRES8 AN OlEhst one
strftchabbmﬁh@béﬂwmpwh@ongpeﬁﬂﬁvﬁ9¢on of the shoe and to engage the inner
surface

4, The system of claim 1, wherein the third shoulder is configured to engage an outer
surface of the upper portion of the shoe and the second shoulder is configured to fit
within the expandable hole in its unexpanded state, the second shoulder providing Jateral

stability.

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the decorative accessory is configured to engage an
outer surface of the upper portion of the shoe.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the third shoulder is flush mounted to the second
shoulder.

7. The system of claim 1, wherein the third shoulder is molded around a fourth shoulder
that extends from a top surface of the second shoulder.

8. The system of claim 1, wherein the third shoulder is molded around a head portion ofa
pin, the head portion of the pin extending from a top surface of the second shoulder, the
second shoulder being molded around a needle portion of the pin.

9. The system of claim 1, wherein the shaft and at least one of the first, second, and third
shoulders are integrally formed as a single piece.

10. The éystem of claim 1, wherein the shaft and the first, second, and third shoulders are
integrally formed as a single piece.

11. The system of claim [, wherein the first shoulder is removably secured to the shaft.

12. The system of claim 11, wherein the first shoulder comprises a bayonet-fastener
receiver.

13. The system of claim 12, wherein the shaft includes a bayonet-fastener for engaging
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of the upper portion of the shoe; a second shoul der secured to the second
end of the shaft, the second shoul der being configured to engage the shoe;
and a third shoul der adjacent to the second shoulder, the third shoul der
conprising the decorative accessory. 19. The system of claim 18, wherein

t he second shoul der is configured to engage the outer surface of the upper
portion of the shoe. 20. The systemof claim 18, wherein the third shoul der
is configured to engage the outer surface of the upper portion of the shoe
and the seabohayosticfasicter racsiveronfi gured to fit within the at | east one
stretchable hole inits relaxed state, the second shoul der providing

| at er al stabiThe systen?df.cldlind 1 sybdreimtief fist siondd&8somphisesei amap hisedecor at i ve
accessory is configured to engage the outer surface of the upper portion

of the shog. TRZsysitheors)siham Oheréih@hdvhiB indMis e nippiefer afyaging drdnap | east one
of the firngtevegecond, and third shoulders are integrally formed as a
single piece. 23. The system of claim 18, wherein the shaft and the first,

second, arﬂ%??ﬁé.c {ﬁtemla@ﬁ N3, widr&in it SQr Bolidded &Frg%lrges_aasﬁr@t }%Jrﬁ'&ﬂ & dtapee. 24.

The systemp alm 18, wherein the first shou is removably secured to
the shaft. 25. The system of claim 18, wherein the shoe is a nol ded shoe

made from retchahl e. terial ., 26. A UL i
la] e Syst claim wheregin the s% ft'comy rslsteg wséc d p&ridh b9 bgrrﬁq(?lﬁpr ative
sccessory I S T L R Rt e

_ avi ng second
ends: a fiPREE! W BLNYERPOSECEER Y0 the first end of the shaft, the first

shoul der being configured for insertion through one of the_ at Ieﬁst one
expandabl d8hd[system doreeriing deerraty e aserFayY famshoRn8F ST SUBPEHAE A& Fpper
portion ofbaving as Herer pertien;ithe wppes pRitipe BaV BB RAMIGNET SE @GS, Ahoutel; WHB¢%A 4 han t he
expandabl et lrajt@ne siratahghlehiechstiaft Hagingfisrane geoppd endshafirse dpakigassicachol e

to the first end of the shaft, the first shoulder being configured for insertion into the at

least one stretchable hole in the upper portion of the shoe and to engage the inner surface

of the upper portion of the shoe; a second shoulder secured to the second end of the shaft,

the second shoulder being configured to engage the shoe; and a third shoulder adjacent to

the second shoulder, the third shoulder comprising the decorative accessory.

19. The system of claim 18, wherein the second shoulder is configured to engage the
outer surface of the upper portion of the shoe.

20. The system of claim 18, wherein the third shoulder is configured to engage the outer
surface of the upper portion of the shoe and the second shoulder is configured to fit
within the at least one stretchable hole in its relaxed state, the second shoulder providing

lateral stability.

21. The system of claim 18, wherein the decorative accessory is configured to engage the
outer surface of the upper portion of the shoe.

22. The system of claim 18, wherein the shaft and at least one of the first, second, and
third shoulders are integrally formed as a single piece.

23. The system of claim 18, wherein the shaft and the first, second, and third shoulders
are integrally formed as a single piece.

24. The system of claim 18, wherein the first shoulder is removably secured to the shaft.

25. The system of claim 18, wherein the shoe is a molded shoe made from a stretchable
material.

26. A system for securing a decorative accessory, the system comprising; a shoe having
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Is in its unexpanded state; and a second shoul der secured to the second end
of the shaft, the second shoul der being configured to engage an outer
surface of the upper portion of the shoe, the second shoul der conprising

t he decorative accessory. 27. The system of claim 26, wherein at |east the
first shoulder and the shaft are integrally forned as a single piece of
flexible material. 28. The system of claim26, wherein the second shoul der
is the decorative accessory. 29. A systemfor ornanenting a shoe, the

syst em compiéasi ongexpanduieleele shaoeurpavpargoraef thesiantidisfitéang Siftasd hol e in an
upper por tsecmmdadnds; hefirsrsholdder stroesd ta tishakt edad theghdft. tke firghdhouldeichaime ends; a
first showodéipursetuiiedrtion ttrbaphf dnesi ternd laft dnb exminddtls halbhend gangigursthsul der
conf i gur eckn@fe dnMBedrsinGite bhthe ugberpbaiomxyf dnchbe, eheclimschibaldertuing largdr in

conf i gur edijiifeteN@agMe akpaniidbieliol s tirhaheviodh it heinwppeé vhpotti epaafabletelaol ded
shoe, the ifif & uRkOsbieestabaind g sedond Yhailder aarddas garsetonddndoetheshathan t he
expandabl g, £Ldc6hd Houlle KeiddVoRHS MY &Rafdd dutdrStirfsRetdepper goriidisdr t ed when
that -expangabie @l E&Hﬁﬁhohfaleﬁcdxﬁpdsﬂlg'tﬁéd&eﬁaﬁp@w@ﬂo@t ate; and a second
shog!der secured to the second end o6f the shaft, the second shoul der
configured,.to, en e n t T ' nol ded
Cont ! S o2 AP PRREor M U BBl 68 o AR aPRY Rty
portion of ?W%“ﬁﬁl&@&“gﬁoe, tHe “setond shoul der conprising a decorative

accessory. 30, The system.of claim 29, rei,n the er portion of th
mol ded shdd- bat ek %fﬁiwmﬁﬁn%#'er@a rﬂfeasc‘?éomoelﬂ‘ér ‘E)H}eedrégpﬁtll‘fegaggesls%rya Si nglee
| ayer. 31. A system for ornanenting a shoe, the syste c% | Si ng; a shoe;
a stret cha8 & shigpm foresparentinga s, HEEESICH CORBRATNR AU 55_[1&% econd
ends; a fierpandshlowiretdar hobednpedppes perion of thegroldedphas: aRalt dpdng st ppd £ ¢ st
shoul der cenfidgudsd fifsshqutdse secursd to Hredirgtrent ioé thetshadt, dhealiysieshomldbe, the first
shoul der feunfineed foo hfseryun Galough tengypgedable dirnkar helopfidemlighred heergggean t he
first shaowefeirfieonteluppgeortional tcheolded goethblist Houblet bainwighewldni ch t he
first showhdefgdrin liametet @dn thateeparidabit catulet lniathl@ghethéhite first sitoglder
unst r et chegdinsdratieyhes e etfandabid\@rcaltar @blehadnlig netpanded state; and a second

shoulder secured to the second end of the shaft, the second shoulder configured to engage

an outer surface of the upper portion of the molded shoe while the first shoulder engages

the inner surface of the upper portion of the molded shoe, the second shoulder comprising

a decorative accessory.

30. The system of claim 29, wherein the upper portion of the molded shoe between the
inner surface and the outer surface is a single layer.

31. A system for ornamenting a shoe, the system comprising; a shoe; a stretchable hole
formed in the shoe; a shaft having first and second ends; a first shoulder secured to the
first end of the shaft, the first shoulder configured for insertion through the stretchable
hole, the first shoulder further configured to engage an inner surface of the shoe, the first
shoulder being larger than the stretchable hole through which the first shoulder is inserted
when that stretchable hole is in its unstretched state, such that the stretchable hole
stretches upon insertion of the first shoulder for any orientation of the first shoulder with
respect to the stretchable hole; and a second shoulder secured to the second end of the
shaft, the second shoulder configured to engage an outer surface of the shoe while the
first shoulder engages the inner surface of the shoe, the second shoulder comprising a

decorative accessory.

32. The system of claim 31, wherein at least the first shoulder and the shaft are integrally
formed as a single piece of flexible material.

33. The system of claim 31, wherein the second shoulder is the decorative accessory.
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stretches upon insertion of the first shoulder for any orientation of the
first shoulder with respect to the stretchable hole; and a second shoul der
secured to the second end of the shaft, the second shoul der configured to
engage an outer surface of the shoe while the first shoul der engages the
i nner surface of the shoe, the second shoul der conprising a decorative
accessory. 32. The systemof claim 31, wherein at |east the first shoul der
and the shaft are integrally formed as a single piece of flexible
mat eri al . BBThThestewyshadamor], whercim e shalilved et Isatt hee eldbohtgt Hogtddr is the
decor at i veshagiders soriytegrall® {@hed Thesisglspexe.of cl ai m 31, wherein the shaft and
at least one of the first and second shoulders are integrally fornmed as a
si ngl e pi exseTh35ustehhel daisit3anwhéreialtiad shal bnd Wedirat and sévend stafutdessrmle t he fir st
and secondnghUl dahrdas esinglBiprgeal |y formed as a single piece. 36. A system
for attaching a decorative accessory, the system conprising; a shoe having
an expandafyl S@’glﬂ% foPat@bBiaht a Dastdige hideSdor@met SOEMNEnPAsS:; Bshbé hating houl der
secured tQpidBand bl@ ?151685191219 halg e ahd secg)ﬁ't?eﬂcdsr Stirsbheiladiescled pansonf i gur ed
for insert gwenh ol ﬁ% i ﬁmam ?ﬁ? f&mfehgmgu 1QnENgage an

ihy

i nner sur f&ﬁ%ndg leth red®§ 2 ﬁ H?n §urfa§@5futﬁ§§ho%°a§e &}b‘ﬁ’g %grdgr end of
E E?r Zh?;]:)lffal ch £SO 36003 ga le S,S.agf}:7 g ec 11 slqﬁ%l% Ird é {&1,1 and a
conpri si n {{1 'F wuglg{z%%asc tﬁ 25a8ohd Shoalder, I

comprlsmg e decorattve accessory.
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