Abstract A process is proposed for preparing acid formates by providing - a
liquid stream | containing formc acid and - a liquid streamlI| containing
a netal formate,+and mxing the liquid stream!| with the liquid streamll,
‘'obt ai ning the corresponding acid fornmate, which conprises feeding, to the
liquid stream| or a precursor thereof30to the |iqui dPEQQOQQﬁﬁ?ﬂ/%mYa
precursor thereof, or to the mxture of the liquid streanms | and IIl, a
liquid stream |1l containing the follow ng conponents at contents of in
each case > 0. 1% by weight: - netal fgi)rrate, - nmetal nethoxide, - nethanol
and - MeFo (MeFo), which is produced P &% ocess for preparing MeFo by
carbonyl ating nethanol in a reactor at a pressure up to 50 MPa absolute in

the presence Of B R fHopdl 1P UrdSarg acliHSRESIERY BroS i ySt- (Figure 1)

- aliquid stream I containing formic acid and
- aliquid stream II containing a metal formate,

and

mixing the liquid stream I with the liquid stream II, obtaining the corresponding
acid formate, which comprises feeding, to the liquid stream I or a precursor
thereof, to the liquid stream II or a precursor thereof, or to the mixture of the liquid
streams [ é;nd II, a liquid stream III containing the following components at
contents of in each case > 0.1% by weight:

- metal formate,

- metal methoxide,
- methanol and

- MeFo (MeFo),

which is produced in a process for preparing MeFo by carbonylating methanol in a
reactor at a pressure up to 50 MPa absolute in the presence of a metal methoxide as

homogeneous catalyst.

(Figure 1)



