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That problem can be solved by use of non-poisoned traps such as eg spring-

loaded traps that comprise a spring-released strike mechanism that kills the 

animal.  

 5 

However, the drawback of such known spring-loaded strike traps is that they 

are to be serviced frequently since they are capable of killing only one 

animal. Moreover, the known spring-loaded strike traps are most often 

configured such that the animals may access the trigger mechanism from 

several sides. The latter causes the trap to sometimes fail, the animals not 10 

being hit by the �striker� or being hit thereby in such a manner that they are 

not destroyed. Consequently the known spring-loaded strike traps require 

much servicing work.  

 

Brief description of the invention 15 

 

Embodiments of the present invention desirably provide a remedy to the 

above drawbacks. 

 

According to a first aspect of the present invention, there is provided a trap 20 

for animals, and for being arranged on a substantially horizontal face, where 

this meets a substantially vertical face, said trap comprising: a trap housing; 

a first flange and a second flange that are connected substantially at right 

angles to the effect that the trap can be arranged in two positions, where the 

substantially horizontal face meets the substantially vertical face; wherein the 25 

first flange and the second flange of the trap and the substantially horizontal 

face and the substantially vertical face, in both positions, span a volume 

which is delimited such as to define a passage in which a rat or a mouse may 

move; said trap housing further comprising an inner passageway that a rat or 

a mouse may run into, said passageway extending from the one flange and 30 

the second flange and into the trap housing, said passageway and trap 
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housing comprising: a trigger mechanism and a killer mechanism; and 

wherein the trap comprises a bait box located at the interior end of the inner 

passageway. 

 

By configuring the trap with two flanges it is obtained that the trap can be 5 

arranged up against an inner wall, an outer wall or the like, to the effect that 

the one flange abuts on the wall while the other flange abuts on the support 

and hence forms a passage that a rat or a mouse can move into. As it is, it 

has been found that rats or mice that move in the vicinity of buildings, or � for 

that matter � within them, are driven by an instinct that makes them run along 10 

the inner walls or the outer walls. Moreover, experience has shown that often 

the animals have a tendency to hide in passages. This is used to advantage 

by embodiments of the invention in that it forms a passage of the flanges, 

base and wall of the trap when it is arranged eg on a floor and up against a 

wall. Moreover, the two substantially perpendicular and identical flanges 15 

enable that the one and the other, respectively, of the flanges are used to 

stabilise the trap against the support.  

 

By configuring the housing with inner passageway extending from the one 

flange, it is accomplished that the animals come across that passageway 20 

when they seek shelter in the passage, and since they feel secure in such 

place they will often explore the inner passage which is fitted with a killer 

mechanism and a trigger mechanism that kill the animals that move into the 

inner passageway. 

 25 

 

According to one embodiment, the inner passageway comprises a killer 

mechanism that acts by means of current. By configuring the killer 

mechanism as a mechanism killing by means of current, a trap is provided 

that is very fast-acting.  30 
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According to one embodiment the inner passageway comprises a killer 

mechanism that acts by a striker mechanism. By configuring the killer 

mechanism as a mechanism which, eg by being spring-loaded, strikes the 

animal�s nape, one accomplishes a mechanism that does not require power 

(eg from batteries), since it can be �charged� by the user.  5 

 

Moreover, the configuration of the trap with a housing and an inner 

passageway means that the animal is oriented in one way when the killer 

mechanism is triggered. This means that the trap with striker function 

provides a very high degree of reliability that the animal is killed in a fast and 10 

reliable manner.  
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such that it is released when the two light sensors do not register light at the 

same time. By configuring the trap in this way, a very high degree of security 

is ensured, since both of the two light beams are to be interrupted in order for 

the killer mechanism of the trap to be activated. It is further accomplished 

that an easy way of registering kills is provided, it being possible to print an 5 

event log eg via the internet or the mobile network when the trap registers 

that the two light beams are/become interrupted.  

 

According to one embodiment, the trigger mechanism is configured  

 10 

According to a second aspect of the invention,there is provided a method of 

using a trap as described above, whereby the trap is to be placed such that 

the animal must move upwards to enter an inner passageway.  

 

The application sets forth two flanges, wherein the one flange may, of 15 

course, be constituted of a sidewall of the trap housing.  

 

The application uses the term �striker mechanism�, which is not to be 

interpreted narrowly as an actual striker; rather it also comprises a 

mechanism such as a spring-loaded bail which is known from the ordinary 20 

traps where a bail is released, preferably over the animal�s nape, when it 

touches an item of bait. A particular embodiment of such �bail trap� is 

described eg in US patent disclosure N. US 3055140 A. 

 

The application and the claims further use the term �killer mechanism�. That 25 

is intended to be a mechanism capable of killing an animal in the trap or in 

the trap housing. In other words, one might say that a killer mechanism 

comprises mutually cooperating mechanical or electrical parts that, upon a 

given influence, carry out the killing. A killer mechanism is thus not eg  

conventional rat poison since that does not in itself comprise cooperating 30 

mechanical or electrical parts that kill an animal in such a way that it leads to  






















