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CLAIMS 

 

1. An interface for controlling the transfer of electronic transaction messages between a first 

financial institution and a plurality of switches distributed amongst a plurality of switch sites, wherein the 

first financial institution and the plurality of switches are connected via a data communications network, ��

the interface comprising communication circuitry, processing circuitry and memory storing an operational 

status of each switch site, wherein the communication circuitry is operable to transmit a test message to 

one of the switch sites over the data communications network if no transaction message has been received 

from that switch site for a predetermined time, and in response to the test message, the communication 

circuitry is operable to receive an echo of the test message from the switch site;  wherein the processing ���

circuitry is operable such that if the echo is received within a defined time then the operational status of 

the switch site is set as operational and if the echo is not received within the defined time then the 

operational status of the switch site is set as not operational; whereby in the event that the operational 

status of the switch site is set to not operational, the processing circuitry is operable such that no 

electronic messages are transferred to the switch site; wherein: the memory is operable to store the ���

operational status of a second financial institution connected to the plurality of switches via the data 

communications network; the communication circuitry is operable to receive information from one or 

more of the plurality of switches indicating an updated operational status of the second financial 

institution; and the processing circuitry is operable to update the operational status of the second financial 

institution stored in the memory on the basis of the information received from the one or more switches, ���

wherein: in the case that the operational status of the second financial institution indicates that the second 

financial institution is not operational, the processing circuitry is operable to prevent electronic 

transaction messages instructing a transaction from the first financial institution to the second financial 

institution from being transmitted to the switches. 

2. An interface according to claim 1, wherein the communication circuitry is operable to send a ���

further test message to a non-operational switch site after a specified period. 

3. An interface according to claim 1, wherein the information indicating the updated operational 

status of the second financial institution is generated by one or more of the plurality of switches on the 

basis of either a lack of a response of a test message transmitted to the second financial institution by each 

of the switches within a predetermined period of time or an indication to one or more of the plurality of ���

switches by the second financial institution that the second financial institution is to be disconnected from 

the data communications network. 
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4. A method of controlling the transfer of electronic transaction messages between a first financial 

institution and a plurality of switches distributed amongst a plurality of switch sites, wherein the first 

financial institution and the plurality of switches are connected via a data communications network, the 

method comprising transmitting a test message to one of the switch sites over the data communications 

network if no transaction message has been received from that switch site for a predetermined time, and ��

in response to the test message; receiving an echo of the test message from the switch site;  wherein if the 

echo is received within a defined time then an operational status of the switch site is set as operational and 

if the echo is not received within the defined time then the operational status of the switch site is set as not 

operational; whereby in the event that the operational status of the switch site is set to not operational, the 

method comprises transferring no electronic messages to the switch site; wherein the method comprises: ���

storing, in a memory, the operational status of a second financial institution connected to the plurality of 

switches via the data communications network; receiving information from one or more of the plurality of 

switches indicating an updated operational status of the second financial institution; and updating the 

operational status of the second financial institution stored in the memory on the basis of the information 

received from the one or more switches, wherein: in the case that the operational status of the second ���

financial institution indicates that the second financial institution is not operational, the method comprises 

preventing electronic transaction messages instructing a transaction from the first financial institution to 

the second financial institution from being transmitted to the switches. 

5. A method according to claim 5, comprising sending a further test message to a non-operational 

switch site after a specified period. ���

6. A method according to claim 4, wherein the information indicating the updated operational status 

of the second financial institution is generated by one or more of the plurality of switches on the basis of 

either a lack of a response of a test message transmitted to the second financial institution by each of the 

switches within a predetermined period of time or an indication to one or more of the plurality of switches 

by the second financial institution that the second financial institution is to be disconnected from the data ���

communications network. 

7. A computer program product comprising a storage medium upon which a computer program is 

stored, the computer program, when run on a computer, configures the computer to perform a method 

according to any one of claims 4, 5 or 6. 
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