
A process for producing a fatty acid alkyl ester,
which comprises the step of esterifying a free fatty
acid contained in a fat with an alcohol, the step of
conducting the transesterification of the fat with an
alcohol, and the step of purifying the resultant fatty
acid alkyl ester, wherein at least one of the three
steps is the corresponding step among the following:
(a) a step in which a resin foam which either has,
deposited thereon, a catalyst comprising strongly
acidic fine particles or has been modified so as to be
strongly acidic is brought into contact with a fat and
an alcohol to thereby esterify a free fatty acid in
the fat with the alcohol; (b) a step in which a resin
foam having, deposited thereon, a catalyst comprising
fine alkaline particles is brought into contact with
the fat and an alcohol to thereby conduct the
transesteriication of the fat with the alcohol; and
(c) a step in which the reaction mixture resulting
from the transesterification is brought into contact
with a resin foam to adsorptively remove impurities
and thereby purify the fatty acid alkyl ester. 


