WD 2007/ 140446 PCT/ US2007/ 070043 DESKTOP BACKGROUND
OF THE INVENTION (1) Field of the Invention [0001]
wab@7psmEsent i nvention generally relates to a PEFKSP7/070043
In particular, the present invention is directed to a
desktop having a first portion and a diagonal portion
oriented diagonally w thESKY@Rt to the first
portion. (2) Description of the Related Art [0002]
Traditional office furniture systens include standard
desks wi th or BAOKGROUNS OFEHBINVEAdd#ONas. Such
adi tj n I office furniture systens typically require
I footprint and do not efficiently use
[0001‘}"f fi qgc PRAGR 1190’6%’51@11 %ene[rggp@iatégclo RIRWES I HBariRAE, the present
fficient use of I ce space, L-shaped and U—shapeg
1nventmr kslimticd e & dmtqrf Kavorg & rshpertipe asd s timgenabpprion oriented

. devel gped. c stens are typically dinensioned
dingofyov B Rapes e HTAPBING ng. oF 1 ce i mens: ons.
Unfortunately, such systenms generally create a

() b@’eﬁ&r Htioh A theRg fres Apeopl e away and creates
ducti ve workspace. Guests eneralkgﬁhave little

[OOOZJ)r néF ragidenad offise Juiggare syptems incdidesstandard Geskeawith phwithout
as. 0 t
retum§%7?§1%ﬁ ?ﬁcﬁlctf'eled“ftg;r?lﬁggiflﬁv‘és\gé} 1tg'1?:§ stgljl;:']l('sj %4&Y1P7p?c!)§§uaelgr er office
ﬂxnman@ndﬁbabtﬂﬁmmmﬂgdﬁhﬁﬁsémxmboseaﬂo one anot her. BRI EF
SUMVARY OF THE | NVENTI ON [ 0004] One aspect of the

res tion i a deskt including a fir
[0003Eort ﬁ?}mrw& ¢ Ry mpre eljsien PFf‘a%foéﬁ fice 3e¢ &wﬁ?@?ﬁﬁ arafﬁb-shaped
works@ﬁ%qn@eeofhé@fum&@ stté%ﬁsewe@r@févﬁoﬁédl rSﬁJchts%’stéﬁls giedpically
sur f aces. first portlon i ncl udes a I rst

dlmensmmgd tawlrchag tQiﬂZlﬁ §u1trhatd1@1<kf§1pgdtnn@lsilo;as bUstrrtugatehe sudhpystems
ace. .The i ncl u R r,tion
senerd G 5 opr SHF PR p e PP MsBRE0 Ry PR bR
Guesth @Pneallyf a6/ litt®N6k > dkesad h yer@h wiork” sSvidrk ageswithldie standing
Mﬁﬁaonal surface is joined with the first portion and
direct]yrRehingthe ysese Enally] isefi aftenihang litthei o5 npwaw ork @ adtmigfiple guests
the diagonal portion. The
mrcﬁ?#?%@h%@%??%%ﬁg% (%ﬁg&ggggonal portion are oriented so
the first |ongitudinal axis and the second
| ongi t udi nal BRIEF &UMMARQO@EITHEINVEN&HONWH [ 0005]
ot her as of the .invention.i skto i ncl udi
(000447 ?@e pf Plothe RERFPH@NYENfig is %%S?@eénc Adipg R fisshportion aving a
top su%éf:é %%tt@ﬁ%%ﬂa&@oﬂﬂ?ﬁlté R sy §1frf‘1a%§’an@@dplﬁ’raﬁ{y%faﬁdetsﬁrf%es The
de surfaces. The first ‘portion includes a first
first plortwgl inclddeyal firailios gituvanal swis shaqmebsedntipllpbiseds tettpie surggee. The

desktop algo 1nc1u%es a Hlagonal pgrtlon having a top surface, a bottom surface opposite the

top surface, and a plurality of side surfaces. The diagonal surface is joined with the first
portion and includes a second longitudinal axis that substantially bisects the top surface of the
diagonal portion. The first portion and the diagonal portion are oriented so the first

longitudinal axis and the second longitudinal axis are diagonal to one another.

[0005] Another aspect of the invention is a desktop including a first portion having a top
surface, a bottom surface opposite the top surface, and a plurality of side surfaces. The first
portion includes a first longitudinal axis that substantially bisects the top surface of the first

portion. The desktop includes a diagonal portion having a top surface, a bottom surface
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portion. The desktop includes a diagonal portion

having a top surface, a bottom surface lof1l3 WO
WQo®711040:146 PCT/ US2007/ 070043 opposite the tREI/US2007/070043

surface, and a plurality of side surfaces The

onal surfac in f rst portion
oppostt SR su ML RN D ithsss oihedifsoalaraed R iSRed witn
the fnlsp;nﬁtl&ummbluaéé asse%ylb@toﬁg&ﬁcﬁhimxm Sl@ﬁts&o?@lﬁhgtl@lﬁmal axis
surface of the diagonal portion. The first portion and

substaﬂutla@y)hlatcts mql taponrfageofghe diagenhl porttone Thie figst portion and diagonal
portloa ageq%lﬁeéll ecf] 4 th%ﬁgs%él &qﬁélpgl aslxﬁscé) g‘d%‘f( fegg %Foglgﬂ}lchgi?llféés ar%?hagonal
to ond BlotHeR, PR¢ HdsRidphdY iRgludest ORUEH PHADA haRinbAttb®Barf&u] £ B
opposite the top surface, and a plurality of si de
surfaC§ WPpaiedhe tppeurfage, ppd wlutfaltm of side gyrfases. “hpa I§turh gostionds joined
[ [ [ - j.r d
wio LS B0 PAL P85 SuLALANALAHO' oLyttt N
substtinfipbReds thehep sieface of ﬂﬁfréﬂuﬁﬂpcﬁndn isd Bubbdtaniailg |p|31)pend1cular to
per pendj cular to. the first Iongltudlnal axi s.

the fnﬁtelaggltwl 8¥ist 1 163ptang19f e Ripratifyef sidf yislaes %“fthft ﬁ@t portion and
at leasft oflé br @0 Tpidrﬁ’l'ﬁy%@glde @Erféc%@%% thg C%%Baltoﬂb?tlcm ('i’tffﬁﬁle'at\yorﬁgr side edge.

de surfaces’ of di agonal por define a
The wmi{eksrdeﬁdge h&dzggedeta’ﬂmanvdmkeatum ttat i 1s,= d@fﬁgmae;i @ that the worker-

side ea% el%. {a(teers g‘%‘g% é]gfgérsf if g?cggﬁtaé%;gﬁ t cf g)tngltuchnzﬁtax}she

| ongi tudi nal axis and the second Iongltudlnal axi s.

[0006] O00&let ¥@ftheknQpeeeof @S PREENtGhvenkiSn Y £&ORllat H¥YiRB LY@, | Which
a nmodul ar office system which includes a plurality

includgs a ghrply ahoyolls et febLoPT el wm BVt pvadi daif &0 ddeashpartially
enclos%ﬁ satbrstaﬁt"f‘ﬁ%y agpa?z{ltﬁﬂogge%x sP? ?leo?%feeeaareé %Ip éeagg I'?f a‘iﬁ p\flrl]rahty of walls

defme@latj radlsi tThe dbskwey Insludded finepodidonaxd g diafosaldsidm pThe flrst portion
includes a first portion and a di agonal portj on.
has a fopysyftagsy pPPERM SH%F%CC&PHPBE}tesQ}? f%selrfaae ﬁaéﬁ@mrélefe/@éé@e Surfaces.

The flgdg ﬁ&?ﬁio‘n%a% hé; §t‘?§ng§édﬁfn%13§x1s aad &sﬁhé@ﬂ} Bléé(:tsoﬁ Fhhrst

aces st portion has a tirst I'ongi t udi nal
longitadingl axitsaits ssbﬂtmitlahy paallgl thioseof Gieiakes deffimed by ste of the plurality of
axis is substan rallel.to one of

I It udi [ 1y
Waﬂstﬁﬂeg diggn B‘Pﬁ“ﬁ@é‘a%ﬁzt‘iﬂ?&r fe-f Q“Bnga RF% QPPOPIC REIPRS . Surface,

and a plga1fl, 39GRAkuPRES.| PR Masofl f)&ﬁoﬁ W Jt)ﬁfés ,wutah tha@fﬁm 'fibrtlon and
surface opposite the top surface, a plurality of

definesiacdecandrlprgitlinal has dThg saeand bmgttud.inalu aslq whstentiaiy tbhisertsghe top

first portion and efines sec Ion t udi nal .axis.
surtackiof e Bl CrlS wef R s P55 g GRENE o RAMR B SRar B s
defindd®y oW ffRcsuRdity bewsisaganagk fRanéng@ndmaradis The first portion and

substantially parallel to a different one of the axes

the dl@@mﬁh@ntlm argrpsicped sp éhapfinst langitydingl awislang therrgpondiengitudinal axis
mﬁ(h%%%ﬁf %Qghsygjnal axis. The first portion and the
ago

portron are oriented so the first
| ongi tudi nal axis and the second | ongitudinal axis
ar e di agonal BRIEFODESEROPTIEN OBRI'HE DIDESGRNEB ON OF THE

[0007i Wi:or tﬁe purpose of illustrating the invention, the drawings show a form of the
invention that is presently preferred. However, it should be understood that the present
invention is not limited to the precise arrangements and instrumentalities shown in the

drawings, wherein:
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[ 0007] For the purpose of illustrating the invention,

the drawi ngs show a formof the invention that is
w@e@sasdey preferred. However, it shoul d be unBEr/ES290T070043

that the present inventionis not limted to the

p rangenents. an Sﬂummt|HI%
PREC! GP Aar g et Ge ot s BRoB g Sopt Sirmpment of the
pﬁmaﬁqgﬁ%ﬁ@907/070043 FIG 1 |s a front isonetric view of
a desktop according to one enbodi ment of the present
i Bl isertop Fle@ ofa deski@ptaogprding\ip ofie embledienipfdbepiestinig
hlentg one enbodi nent of the present invention; FIG 3 is
v éI{op view of a desktop according to one embodi nent of

t IFEG ¥ BSaBpH viewyenddsRidp abddading tb Sn@erhb&dinehSSITRE prieCent
vi ew of a nodul ar offlce system according to one

H“@n@Wbodlnent of the present invention; and FIG 5 is a

v I 4 f
ot B Ot 08,3900 08 SRR ATRRLI R i
embodﬁafeetbﬁuhgpmmttlmveﬁlhendarnavvi ngs in which like refer ence
nunerals indicate |like parts, and in particular,
FF&s, 5 15.a30p gjeay %fsap(éeéktoafacwémﬁ e §’é‘°n?mP?ﬂPélﬁ{“i Yrihg greaent
H“@ng&§ktop 20. In one enbodinent, desktop 20 includes a
first portion 22 and a dlagonal portion 24 that is
oriented so as to be diagonal to the first portion.
[0009] First portion 22 includes a top surface 26, a

bott om surface 28, [ ] j and typically a
mrror image of thgﬁﬁéﬁﬂgéﬁwggﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ a plurality of

[00083 1 dRefHihBESS tBhhe drivwinks inPORith GRe Zofer@ffteiimhdrils @xdi@diBke parts,
along a first longitudinal axis 32 that nay

and insppsaeudat Todf1Gp. bhids eae aspeefpf shey prageat mentmnrléta deglrtop 8o hpone
emboé\}\%lre%?, Qiggk%é[l %0 ﬁ%ﬁ{&t ? 9 fl? tp&qﬂ)f Iguar ﬁ% di %otrlglcﬂ()#&ign %‘4 wal 1@ Oriented

one ura

soas&Mﬁﬂﬁ@@&aﬁ@tﬂﬁﬁmdpémMﬁ.a wor ker - si de edge 36.
Wor ker-si de edge 36 typically has a predeterm ned

urvature 38, The shape of d terningg curvature 38
(00097 5 §ierossion, 22 e Bid s @b e 2uarheBpMsiiglace iy & tigh s opposite
and typRAIFLESirbPRI offthd b shHﬁ&' Bt ﬁl@&al% bﬁsﬁ@surfa@gslﬂj First

agonal portion 24 includes a top surface 40,
portiob@2tgenerslly £sterds4ongnhficshlongitudinal axis 32 that may substantlally bisect
top surface 26. First portion 22 is generally adapted or configured to include a worker work
area 34. At least one of plurality of side surfaces 30 may define a worker-side edge 36.
Worker-side edge 36 typically has a predetermined curvature 38. The shape of
predetermined curvature 38 is generally selected so that worker-side edge 36 radiates toward

first longitudinal axis 32.

[0010] Diagonal portion 24 includes a top surface 40, a bottom surface 42, which is
opposite and typically a mirror image of the top surface, and a plurality of side surfaces 44.
At least one end of diagonal portion 24 may be defined by or include a pedestal portion 46,
which may or may not be contiguous to the diagonal portion. Diagonal portion 24 generally
extends along a second longitudinal axis 48 that may substantially bisect top surface 40 of the
diagonal portion. First portion 22 and diagonal portion 24 are typically oriented so that first
longitudinal axis 32 and second longitudinal axis 48 are diagonal to one another. In one

embodiment, first portion 22 and diagonal portion 24 are oriented to define an angle 50
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opposite and typically a mrror image of the top
surface, and a plurality of side surfaces 44. At
wo egti4@ame end of di agonal portion 24 nay be de¢T/He001§70043
or include a pedestal portion 46, which nay or nay
uous ona orti

betweﬁla)&lfqti %%ﬁ&]&g]naé?sa%# @ncf ne i gl&} indl axis 48&% f‘gs t[Plan 90 degrees.

In andtRF@hivediniad, aeﬁ 1e85041§ at)d;tﬁtso BYyo auhstanhisall lhfoldés@fodiAbhe,
surface 40 of di agonal portion. First portion 22

an@£éﬁd§d¥@9@%éﬂ¥9@rtlon 24 are typically oriented so that
first longitudinal axis 32 and second | ongitudi na
Xi 8 [ nal n nq -
001§ SRR o RERNSor b Rs 308y s Mg S st e g proratio
of sidak@faes 8Mtedbine wigkdrngdeanigangl én bdtiBef beWally radiating toward
2007/ 140446 PCT/ US2007/ 070043 between first
first longityinglpias2. Rigistesping ueaben dS Iowlicteddr markersside odge 36 also
t n
senerdliadlsh o DR AL BP Ry o8 CAPRRLEE of PREN TREfive
surfacemMa dialyteiﬂflne a gngt-eidb@dgsSathauis s6Bstatenile epposﬁt@@bb}tldﬁ 54 of

| ea t on Iural t side sur aces 44 is jojined..
WOrkefR S4B a SNk LR Ao S S G iggonal
portloﬁ‘?fél'Héﬁvé%ﬁ%&%ndﬂb%tu@%ﬁaﬁ@48 hid t- EﬂdQ @déeOSQ eRe&Rhihdhg portion
radi ating toward ~first |ongitudinal axis

60 of gragost erriionéd delinesaadditeondBwprkes Wbécztre@l 34>onéHsEie£slg©l 82 may

incluqe %ﬂgeagt??&%ﬁiﬁlo&gaggﬁga p%[de?:grigglte %Htvg}é;? gﬁt a}ag}s ng(;ctgfi so that the at

least SHleGRrtfoH ha@RS tMarH@&’cdﬁﬁﬂbﬂ};@tu@mﬁU@ﬁi 481 dgeedie edge 5Natay also
IS substanti al g¥sopp05|te a portion 54 of worker-side

includgdg eagigone ROFINHSI0 wish R padetsrmaci sugyafiryedl thatisselgaterl 4p Khat the at

hal 0 bet ween second
et B SR RN o 2"
remai ni ng portion 60 of diagonal portion 24 defines

[00123d diAtsii Dimsadateddn F8GS wonid Rideskt3gh 20GueisT0- maylals@ ifgiidb 2 remyn

de at | east one portjon 62 with detern1 ed
portiop 2y Siethra Peror P e Doeldas G5 i Hha baiom wHate 76. which

8L BRI pieAY AHiRbEMakOVRIE (SEGRREe | ARG JtdiiRAs Pl Sirfaces 7
ISWHZS. Gut&%15|%e é dge 5 % may 5&20 |%cludé;atlﬂgzst oneaCeS 8.

Returppottioo 72@6nevatin eaelpisezﬂ@tw timrd dohgrtudinat anie 3@ 81at mbtstansally

. __sel ected at the at ast on rti.o dla
bisect? APPSO Sruran ol T Ve o Sl
substdnkih 4 bEBERACH1A (65ER-lodgi@AthaBaxid$S kIrPﬁ%a@@or@%ﬂd&nﬁ&ﬁ angle 50

also include a return portion 72. Return portion 72
betwepy ﬁr% é@ug}tudml axdes? and &@SOIS;UPfl&l@éhfm axig 48a¢ teonmhenpperoad angle

82 def %éd l:%etween th? P RONRT OSI Ehnalaa}r)]((ij tr?ﬁpt o(}n)éltu%malrarxci)r d mage of

ace, nd SurTaces 78.
Return portion 72 generally extends along a third
[0013ﬂ O n @'mgmdhmjmax@s is8@nt¢hRAY jendasyam fl'rﬂ Ipbitidai22e dh FIGHPI -3, which
face 74 of the return portion. ically, third
ﬂlustrrlfsﬁi@?lft% a0 e Ost?sp%twglubfglﬁéﬁ?rﬂan 59 ape ﬁlb"lé%ﬂl artign 24 may

be deﬂ&dfﬂarr as§1n%19 rkg)'nhggdu@ %lortﬁ?ﬁ' 9. K inbftaRl bg@i@%d‘?fﬁ% 94 in FIG. 1, in

ang
other embodiments such as desktop 20, first portion 22 and diagonal portion 24 may not be

contiguous and may be two separate portions that are positioned adjacent one another.
Desktops 20 and 70, which include a return portion 72, may be configured so that first
portion 22, diagonal portion 24, and the return portion are defined by a single, contiguous
portion. Desktops 20 and 70 may also be configured so that first portion 22, diagonal

portion 24, and return portion 72 are separate portions positioned adjacent to one another.
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between first |ongitudinal axis 32 and second

| ongitudinal axis 48 is less than a second angle 82
waledorned4bet ween the first |ongitudi nal axis aPdr/ukionT070043

| ongi tudinal axis 80. [0013] Diagonal portion 24 is

Alter;%fe]\i gl&a:!lsl %IIP{EOI ned g\?@t gi{{elal%é}t) 28 %{atglcp%[f%waluﬁle rEirsli Ip%;rstion]2_23dnd
dlagoﬁeﬁﬁ;eﬁfdnl eI not inchilde P& E ;Isam&zmnd di agonal portion 24

be defined by a sin conti guous portion 92. As

|nd|cated gy dashed line 94 in FIG 1, in other

[0014¢ b Biktept 20. JActndY) way Rensprlydhe ¢1mp@,&101m§1racmﬁinzzo fregrequired
dlmerg &9 %P%C sﬁﬁ‘ uﬂcﬁrq é&k@%ﬁ O(f tg? élserOSI %) cgﬂ%gﬁstgﬂ) 5;?;%’2 gﬁgorter

than b@ﬂQlteh&ﬁ pofﬁ%‘ﬁmomﬂ di’e(goﬁﬂq)oﬁﬁbn Mhl ikt pogtiod @2 g@nér@llyhik a length
portion 72, may be configured so that first %prtion .
from @zut fivafsshiisipiset i Biasonn! passionihecpeally happlensbrirom about eight
d [ S
feet 1B OB 1 BB i O LS o B By R TIGREL A8 3 and
is gen2id]ly dioag abyvalk thrfmfeleﬂ torseeh, fean RadatRir anddR2 of mndef@rmanal curvatures

38 aniggﬁg%g@%?{zgéa%?aiﬁgaf{%%%; %g%%@%?%q@@bgu&&% féagtc%(t) eree feet and
five fe%lttﬁsrlﬁ‘%e't\ﬁ@fjo%e&ﬁétﬂfél fustrated in FIG 2, desktop 90
may only include first portion 22 and dlagonm
ortion 24 and not include return portion 72. [0014]
[0015%es Retapgngaow TOFIGhd 'c@l@ imgotg@rrrémlmdiryetb of &iermmhbim@@ltion isa
modufAf 88&% S gcemol\?g hlcﬁ enera ur&res a su%s%ngal Pa[rallel?gra -shaped
sUrroasd I'Ag a and tRetser o4l
office@at 102az g aneSh@[) t164 Wlﬂlfhaﬁlrsbpﬂrhoﬁ 0GR POREN p3r21oﬁr168
di agonal portion 24. First portion 22 generally has a
positipreqddhefeing r om about five feet to six feet. Diagona
portion 24 generally has a I ength from about ei ght
ee t al;
(0016} 22 55ub Quh Bfly RLeoBAE VEPELON T R8T T, RO TR0 AR o
walls ﬂ l(?brhlabb]uﬁt Hdch @€ pluedity bbhwshky E10, flé2t L14Ratines eRi:spmdvmxm 116,
118, f predeterm ned curvatures 38 and 68, respectively,
y also vary but are generally fromabout two feet to
three feet and five feet to six feet, also

[0017] eSPast for@dry 10d SQkB tofRa O£ iricligs Beyp qu‘PfaEé B8, abotbh suface 124
anot her enbodi nent of the present invention is a

opposiip ¢l tap smﬁqec@ldsq/slv@wmtﬁldwr@he&gﬁﬁe rEaist portine (1@ defines a first

longltHéiL %gltnagi?% 1 2}6 { ts@%st? I\XA%?% amtfphgul?fa % ér.;[ f Fff& i%?tudl&lglzams 128 is

generfliyagomahtiBrfardR] ddéhe qPosed i l@neds tirer€g.n aX1E 048] FIGS. 4 and 5.
Substantially parallelogran}shaped office area 102 is

[0018&:e f Iaq%eﬁ%gpflﬁ%ytlg} ll'l%cpﬁ ieslitfg 104_ 1@15@%%9%%1%@% %é}‘(?f a b%ttogl surface

132 opSRRE Bifel t¥f sﬁ’féc%, Gy pluljah?y of 5% surfaces 134. Diagonal portion 108 is

typically joined with first portion 106. Diagonal portion 108 defines a second longitudinal
axis 136 that substantially bisects top surface 130. Second longitudinal axis 136 is generally
substantially parallel to a different one of axes 116, 118, 120 than first longitudinal axis 128,
e.g., axis 120 in FIGS. 4 and 5. As a result, first portion 106 and diagonal portion 108 are
generally oriented so first longitudinal axis 128 and second longitudinal axis 136 are diagonal
to one another. In one embodiment, first portion 106 and diagonal portion 108 are oriented to

define an angle 138 between the first longitudinal axis and the second longitudinal axis that is
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[0017] First portion 106 of desktop 104 includes a top

surface 122, a bottom surface 124 opposite the top
waee7aeE4s and a plurality of side surfaces 126PCHUSRD7/070043

portion 106 defines a first |longitudinal axis 128

sy BB b0 o 0 388 Pl s 1
anoth&‘%rn%ddﬁheﬂtoaﬂ%ﬂbel%f is [ﬁﬁﬁﬁ 123 QegrbdS. 120 e.g., axis 118

FI GS. 18] Diagonal portion 108 of

deskto 104 |ncludes a top surface 130, a bottom
[0019% ur ﬁéé@st angof phpaltytoé sida sutfagss 426 fsdetmed aith a4 lggistueng| of pjurality

rf pRr

of md? fsur?ﬁc ?49 IJ: oclﬁrﬁl%% W\::?n%%eﬁ— ﬁer Sg@ g%? 4 Blo rﬁidﬁlg)él]tg %‘erllesfal INA ﬁadlatlng toward

first lqsngﬁthdmal a’b@@ll&ﬁlpmte&nﬁﬁd(@ﬁﬂ/at@ﬁ 042 ydelraded saWo‘Iskelc%ﬁie edge 140
that _substantially blsects toE surface 130. Sec

also gesglily idites toyxidseqens! lpagi arip 1 30.5 (b epstrane af Pk}lrahty of side

surta AT hEY b AT SUEPAR DR BheEARhihy i #Rp i as of

workef-safecedge 148 A guestuwdrk afdarld8 ipdeftned muﬁ%tlahyl otiaggatital 150 of top
paort.i 108 are erally orien

S“rfacleolﬁé 0? H’d‘ﬁﬂ%ﬂl Pgﬁ}oélg@g SARAet SHEY r?l:ffel 6RY ?fL‘L d‘f\r’f gmaiginegoytign 152

of dia@éif] PoRBANAR defifesAOrAOPENRE ket &}o&r‘a@e@f@p AR ALide E&gesizm may
portion 106 and di agonal portion 108 are oriented t

includdett laagt cam partinel S038ittbe predetarrnined funvaturd tﬁ‘SgﬁhtlUd |S¢13¢ted so that the

at1ea 35 PR SRS OREO0 DRSO E Grbar s FRaGpeiee 14 My also

includd@@le@@one Ipdrtunel gBnbiadh pRAbtermingd urd8@rd Fo2edaaUL sdidéled & that the
130 degrees. In another enbodinment, angle 138 is

at leash lgpeiportips refbyeeesard gen| lopgitpdinglaxisnldOof plurality of
side surfaces 126 is joined with at | east one of
f r
10020, MY ool of0Rog 101 B8 Sndido [Tl REL I ERSS 970, and
90. D‘eBI{tslb 1®©mgypluﬂlymiedannﬁarl32& deaktppe2@t76r md¥ordu hvairdanee with

142 i s selected SO si de. edge SO ) .
the diggendeny 9ty IPSpgFtaYeeRb ﬁtswi@ wﬂ@}ﬂm i ?Hee}da?'ﬁ% argg { Q2 in which it
is poshfled Jon ARy (O Son ok O bl R R R BBl ffice arca
102 umppbstwcemdeqimvtngcaﬂengtﬁ ob faboukdivk ¢o sesied et dgtvialfidestaving a

g t a 148 is define stantjally.o .
tengtlBP U Kot nd et S P codagt. (P aiEmATe o] B two sides
are sexOBaRmRoRMeguest - si de edge 144. A remai ning portion

152 of diagonal portion 108 defines a portion of

wor ker work area 154. Cuest-side edge 144 may i ncl ude
[0021bt Pesldopsorreoisidng iodhe niseenpinvigngorpre detie byi fakigeated from solid

wood%ﬁﬁe/ggcté&{n os%tg%v %H%{latéﬁ' 19 ed} x%‘fzﬁﬂrf 1? Fﬁl%tsu{fgcgals O?Fhe ?Qs%ht

on ra Towar
invenfl@Bare Aaesid/si steootitl gl oW dver naagk@bs @ccord’iﬂ:g tock@e @tesér&&ﬁtentlon may
one portion 160 with a predeterm ned curvature 16

also be fiayricpted Seomp plaghs- 815talpgene; AR anyt otherguteriz dhaf bpth laﬁludes
substarnﬁg{/?ﬂ%u}ﬁ%ran W@aﬁ@&%& é&gblﬂﬁ{ r% t@’fﬁes%éo%@trléa@ Qgr‘rﬂguratlons
Man

aspects of desktop 104 are si 0 Sim
of thegsqyenttisvaitiodeskt ops 20, 70, and

[0022] The desktop of the present invention offers advantages over existing desktop and
related office furniture systems. A 9’ x 12 office space including an office furniture system
with a desktop according to the present invention generally provides up to 40% more useful

surface space over traditional U-shaped office furniture systems. The inward curves of both
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90. Desktop 104 is typically sized simlarly to
desktops 20, 70, and 90 or in accordance with the
walrewengidens of a respective substantially PCT/US2007/070043
paral | el ogram shaped office area 102 in which it 1is
I oned. di mensions for one substanti

. osi e Iar
the di 3 PRIy ?‘&E{%@Eﬁ ?W“&aegeéf’ aporjiEps § @%@?et"\v/ﬁfﬁsm& for
both thé AeskeiavdrRdd gués%n gtﬁé &ftwﬁlﬂ%lfvefs oy ﬁlet(ﬁag%%ﬂeﬁbr‘l&?gerﬁfbfﬂy

two sides having a |length of about six feet to nine
provideegtests withonm spadro dildrtipnal work arihgleser gristisg xysfaest, amhgomfortable

are sev and one-half feet. [0021 .
separdgBBLIER oof oy “Ths TeRa e BBhart §Gh FORE A} adistance between
users thapisGabdhymébi@ Peisoailedd ikt S@bicbf aMRdbRkidé 8dclie @ MRS théh an

wood materials. Cenerally, all of the surfaces of the
opposgaagkiseling. nherdipgamaberéenttion of flay GreaisbpArHON MotRageect to the first

L S

other material that both includes substantially flat
[0023% ur Addesglathd imyltihlehimleh datceiled awbilldstinged with Imespect to

eonetri cal s of the sen tion
exemffqé'@fé‘]‘boﬁ%e‘&%gﬁf‘& bt OPﬁgbﬁ‘p‘P’éig@Fﬂ"dl ‘fY\}Eﬂsteu gH cart that the
foreg RY A AGR%s OURE clﬁt‘ﬁkg@st 'oﬁﬂssﬁﬁﬁ kh@RdANGhs HEY B %gd@thfefe@@ and
furniture systens. 2' office space including
theretawigHduit partihg firvint tlme@ps'y stué m0pw0f Hheaprefeskinogntmoc dredpmdgngly,
to, the esent,invention_.generall rovides up to 40%
other bt el RVt Foop BE BRIG VP sl onal U shaped
office furniture systens. The inward curves of both
60f 13 WD 2007/ 140446 PCT/ US2007/ 070043 the di agona
portion and first portion encourage coll aboration and
maxi m ze wor kspace for both the worker/user and
guests. The outward curves of the diagonal portion
generally provide guests with arm space, additiona
wor k areas over existing systens, and confortable
separation between one another. The inward and outward
curves result in a distance between wusers that is
much nore personal and induces nore of a side-by-side
feeling rather than an oppositional feeling. The
di agonal orientation of the diagonal portion wth
respect to the first portion allows guests to nore
easily view a conputer nonitor of the worker/user.
[0023] Although the invention has been described and
illustrated with respect to exenplary enbodi nents
thereof, it should be understood by those skilled in
the art that the foregoing and various other changes,
om ssions and additions may be nmade therein and
thereto, wthout parting fromthe spirit and scope of
the present invention. Accordingly, other enbodi nents
are within the scope of the follow ng clains.
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7o0f 13 WD 2007/ 140446 PCT/ US2007/ 070043 CLAIMS WHAT
IS CLAIMED IS: 1. A desktop conprising: a first
w@rritg4havi ng a top surface, a bottom surfackCT/US2007/070043
opposite said top surface, and a plurality of side
surfaces, said first portio ving a first
| ongi tudi nal axis, said {hﬁgpﬁ?longitudinal axi s
substantially bisecting said top surface of said first
WHAROKtaiomMepdsa di agonal portion having a top surface,
a bottom surface opposite said top surface, and a
plurality of side surfaces, said diagonal portion
Lbﬁiggk%BQGELﬁEﬁ,h said first portion, said diagonal
poriion' having second | ongi tudi nal axis, said second
| ongd fitsclpdraibn Axvidg & idsduafaté,al Bogtohi seté agpsAt chid efp surface, and
surface of said diagonal portion,  wherein said first
pB LYY £ gids sidaces agishiast pratien Bving & fisyt lengitadinalpxdsn pyjd first
£ ' ) Co . . . ey
e AR MR B R BRERREID SRRP st B and
accar dinggnat portibahavihg awhesuefane sdhottotn sisfacpopidsae s@ad tbp

sai d di agonal portio are ori.ented to define an. angl. .
b SYiasEris R RSt Sk uroee diipeal Fpindinegaise it sad
| gRgisbH@InN@id 8%bsnd Batiohhal B sboAR lglggigﬁﬂfa?§ﬁs,ts§id cond

[
deskpop according to claiml, wherein said firs
p bomigi toshinalrecki ssubetanfiiydngectipg said tp sualiaee ofr sashdiegbnabportion,

def. i \ | e bet id first |ongitudinal .axi
el il BEEpgraon s e Slisarpenion drapripacd fosp it
t MaRit@@inslasiLaR. sathh seCortEIdkfianiRe ik did@agdhallodindahother.

wherein at |east one of said plurality of side
surfaces of said first Eortion and at | east one of

2.s & despronrssareipg e clsirad . waerrcel! st gertign andigiitalagonal portion
pgfetcér{%:ﬂtqu) 48 nPan wét%g&es ?(pﬂﬁk%o\é/git&&lnhaagisaand said second
predeterm ned curvature. 5. R desktop accor Ing to

c laigimdinalvixéy thatis $ak chapO8diepeesti ned curvature i s

configured so that said worker-side edge radi ates

t rd said first longityudinal axis and sajd. secon .
3. G bR arprine e clogh T bR theteftiong gid REmEL portion
f aFl dIRh AP RESIR Ainge bWV MsaRPfifst RIAgNBVEhNGxR dn@Raid second

surface, a bottom surface opposite said top surface,

ahehggugihglraxdis thyt io gregfed ¢hag POfdrgress. said return portion
being joined with said first portion, said return

4. p%&e's{%gg c\:/qlr(rfl%%%o Eﬂlinth, \l)v Oalty (iifl:agta (l)ne%)%lsgi’d p‘ch?rlaﬂtytol}ls{ ¢ surfaces
| ongitudi nal "axi's
of said first portion and at least one of said plurality of side surfaces of said diagonal

portion define a worker-side edge, which has a predetermined curvature.

5. A desktop according to claim 4, wherein said predetermined curvature is configured
so that said worker-side edge radiates toward said first longitudinal axis and said

second longitudinal axis.

6. A desktop according to claim 1, further comprising:
a return portion having a top surface, a bottom surface opposite said top surface,
and a plurality of side surfaces, said return portion being joined with said first portion,

said return portion having a third longitudinal axis, said third longitudinal axis
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8of 13 WD 2007/ 140446 PCT/ US2007/070043 substantially
bi secting said top surface of said return portion,
wobk@rasd4cai d third |ongitudinal axis i s subseeruUs207/§70043
perpendi cular to said first longitudinal axis. 7. A
deskt o ccording to claim6, wherein said first . .
vt B raiinedpic il st 4F sl i hoBen. ypetaitisad hird
diAgandhalPaid is Qﬁ‘bstaﬁrtiaﬁ%r gapki AR RACH QhidI S 1bRgifldRalMhxs.
wherein said first portion is adapted to include a
worker work area. 9. A desktop according to claiml1,
T.wihegaskiopaccardiagtto elaan 6f whetieth sgidufizst perjions shipyer than said return
sur f, sal i agonal portion define a guest-side
egaég%%ﬁgéﬁdﬁglog§%P§%§% one portion with a
predeterm ned curvature. 10. A desktop according to
8.clAadazk@p astredmigio shaim 1 pwaeeinesaid filetpation &t adapted $o include a
selected so that at |east a portion of said
giesker WYk aage radi ates toward sai d second
| ongi tudi nal axis. 11. A desktop according to claim
9.9 A WARIBIaBcctBING (D ERARY SH R BRCh bV HeWrRald$1 88l §Tr&MeSArfaces
that at |east a portion of said guest-side edgé
r afisaad duigand poftioordesiaé d gaest-oitd edganvdiichullisrraleashans potton with a
A d%SFtof ccor?ing to claim9, wherein said diagona
p8FFFSH™MPSY S8APYEY to i nclude a guest work area that
is substantially on a half of said diagonal portion
10def delR@p ab&irig o sRim 9setesth dathgeddtelintiadd @it u@ndselected so
sai d guest-side edge. 13. A desktop according to claim
1 thafpidleest g pegion of jspidigupyrsidesides msliates @wardhgéheacond longitudinal
pg;&ion are defined by a single, contiguous portion.
14. A desktop according to claim®6, wherein said first
portion, said diagonal portion, and said return
11pdv dasbopaceordiegitmeklih P, wheemglagl predattingnaleirpanteiiprelected so

15. A desktop. according to, claimg, wherein said angle
o BB AP R < S SR T R PO S A e
| engichgidhinglis. axis is less than a second angle defined
between said first longitudinal axis and said third

| ongi tudi nal axis. 16. A desktop according to claim 2,
mx\h\ef&eékﬁ@p@awdmgg@ elapge PwebercBiianl dipgaal pertign isadiaptgl to include a

?glll%t %%(Ijk gr%ﬁ 8161? %%%Bgarlltf)aﬂgioﬁl%q{aﬂa Af sgféii (ﬁaéo%alalpo?ﬁl(t)n é&intea

egrees.
between said second longitudinal axis and said guest-side edge.

13. A desktop according to claim 1, wherein said first portion and said diagonal portion

are defined by a single, contiguous portion.

14. A desktop according to claim 6, wherein said first portion, said diagonal portion, and

said return portion are defined by a single, contiguous portion.

15. A desktop according to claim 6, wherein said angle between said first longitudinal
axis and said second longitudinal axis is less than a second angle defined between said

first longitudinal axis and said third longitudinal axis.

16. A desktop according to claim 2, wherein said angle between said first longitudinal

axis and said second longitudinal axis is about 50 to 70 degrees.
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WO 2007/ 140446 PCT/ US2007/ 070043 17. A desktop

according to claim 16, wherein said angle between said
WO poogti4d4emgi t udi nal  axi s and said second | ongP@UItB29a7/070043

axis is about 60 degrees. 18. A desktop according to

l.aim 3, wherein said angle between said first,. o
1T ek lo SRR 48 odhde et bt sdrnLirsslengitudinal
| axi@RRYkaid 3Qoh@ 1dRuERAr £8Sis abSut 66 ddgrks.op according
to claim18, wherein said angle between said first
| ongi tudinal axis and said second |ongitudinal axis
13. & csbiop agowdingde elean 3p@heraingagkangy: ketwesndiaryfitsblongiidmal
1,.: [: f i d.di I i . ncludes a
st R e B R il R e
portion having a top surface, a bottom surface
1% ppdiskiop as@irding op claim fl aceheraindaidaangleteal ¢cnysaf first ldegitudinal
surfaces, said first portion havi a first
| B apd i arcoas #@,gltgélinalr iy @@Eowt&ﬁgi%@% al axis
substantially bisecting said top surface of said first
2PN ddsRidp aBe RGN BaiR AT WhQRithAVenADf Jaill A gPHAI FaS&on Rcludes a
bottom surface opposite said top surface, and a
plbedeatal pgrtioh. si de surfaces, said di agonal portion
being joined with said first portion, said diagona
2p9{&£g@)@gviﬂ%na,second | ongi tudi nal axis, said second
"ongi uginar axrs substantially bisecting said top
sur fa68t pértisAhavids aggalfap@ratboddm surfaes epposi@kdd tdp siiface, and
portion and said diagonal portion are oriented so said
f ppdirality 9 gide Guifacgs. said farsepprtiemhavinse Hiy longiyslinalpxigpaid first

axis..ar-e di . QL - fi.on
RS0l 0 ISP LE oy BRoEor SLAKD. ROLD)
t op sdinganeportiantladngh to@durfage,af bostodesusfacé ap@site sad tbp

retyrn portion bei joined wi.th said first portjon, . .
sawlrgﬂ% NP %t%?qifja%ﬂﬁf%@esa%tlﬁ H}aaomg RETtB e jomes gvith said

sali-d pt)ﬂioﬁlgszli(@ﬂﬁgféﬂh‘# &)Bﬁfon%{fﬁg assgaﬁltdqaﬁéiﬁlldmél blisaald R8nd
sald top surface of "said rettrn portion, wherein said

t hngdudinalregis wdstastialpbisctisg saidb stpautfiaed dfysaid diagonal portion,
perpendi cul.ar to. said first |qgngitudinal axis: rein

DS PEI i B pprtioR A it o) o R e RO FRT

S drf@ithdihalt axOArdi saill RBshdbngit RIS 2 Qreddiagotiaftorinedradbihtd, and
of side surfaces of said diagonal portion define a

wor kéeteturs pgeiog dgeing\atpe bufikes. abqstasel suréacaioppeite griddeop swtace,
th i nfigyred.sq that sai rker- .si €1 .
351 apRtRELL AUE SRy It forBhbEe 18hHERERY g portion
S €410 Metutnope@iidrukkvived a exidSon@d@dinAl aiis khRithaa Cengitudigal £xis
claim 21, wherein said first paortion and sai d di agona
portstastiallypisegingsaiddapr syfagerf pad sgfummyrdon sthgesan sdd thyrd

f Hn%ﬁtuhlgglgix'islﬁg isﬂl?sltan@i)éilyc‘ p%gn(ﬁéﬂlgr B85 st longitudinal axis;

wherein at least one of said plurality of side surfaces of said first portion and at
least one of said plurality of side surfaces of said diagonal portion define a worker-
side edge, which has a predetermined curvature that is configured so that said worker-

side edge radiates toward said first longitudinal axis and said second longitudinal axis.

22. A desktop according to claim 21, wherein said first portion and said diagonal portion
are oriented to define an angle between said first longitudinal axis and said second

longitudinal axis that is less than 90 degrees.
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| ongi tudi nal axis that is I ess than 90 degrees. 10 of

13 WD 2007/ 140446 PCT/ US2007/ 070043 23. A desktop
waewondidmg to claim2l, wherein said first pore¢DOS2AT070043

sai d di agonal portion are oriented to define an angle

t n said. first i tudi nal axi s and s cond .
23 G R Daanr e S SR AR SR Yo L i S E80gh portion
Aaféeo%iéhwa t@@@ﬁ’ﬂiéjzhﬂ ﬁ@b&%@éﬂ’@a?(ﬂ-flrs\!\'fb%gﬁhdlnﬁtaxis%ﬁtsal‘ar?s@cond
of said plurality oé de surfaces sai d di agona
pbmglltgdnn@ﬂedxuwélafalsgm@wi@nc?@ wdpes. Wh| ch has at | east
one portion with a predeternined curvature. 25. A

24d ?—\SJf e{%P%&’qgl N9 cta m%ll nggﬁ ‘at Mgt %Ie%f %iﬂﬁg%ur%]tityloé 515(’1{3 surfaces

m ne arvature 1 asdifected

aop ciid Hagomdl psaiod dgfiesh gaésigideddge, rvadct}alﬁzasm teaviaond pdatich with a
second |ongitudinal axis. 26. A desktop according to

c PEdgtepmined eVatuie-sai d predet ermined curvature is

selected so that at |east a portion of said

25 %eééskt%gqgc&gﬁ Itcg @ﬂirﬁ‘b@ Swﬂé’f@ﬁ‘l sﬁfd%@t@érﬁuﬁ&i%%ture is selected so

[ ongi t udi nal A desktop ‘according to claim

2that whlease a pogaincbf daldgnna’rm@cndge omlidtes @elapt @il segond longitudinal
include a guest work area that is substantially on a
h&f of said diagonal portion defined between said
second | ongi tudi nal axis and sai d guest-side edge. 28.

26A AdeskiopRcasaidk db BRlirh 04 ClvRdrBin23id phb@t&indiddugy g li€selected so
bet ween said first Iongltudlnal axi s and said second

| 8rg Rt laert azPrteg of spid gapyuidesulge smadrgeduyryeisem said segond

d ding to claim 28, wherein said angle
bgﬁgég%n?aﬁg ‘first longitudinal axis and said second

| ongi tudi nal axis is about 60 degrees. 30. A desktop
2Taecdsskiopgetardinbas ntaB3 24 wibkkreinrsagialisboangpeetibeisueepted ai thclude

first longitudinal axis nd sai eco d | opgi t.udin
aﬁ.ggeﬁtgvoalsaﬁﬂdh & & %usstil@fea fd Fofpaid EI?%BOH i
a%&%:@h 04 §&ofl %ﬂ&tﬁ@mal’\ﬁ}ﬂ ﬁ{dﬂsa%&s@fﬂ&é giet veen said
first longitudinal® axis and sal d second Iongitudi na

axis is about 120 degrees. 32. A nodular office system
2% dnfﬁﬁskt@'[) ragcorémg lterelalm £4), wheroialshigl anglei bekwepnasaidafiirst leagitudinal
parti ed. substantially
R g PR R AR P Sosa R depegni g
plurality of walls defining an axis; and a desktop
29. AcdeyRliop@ccording to claim 28, wherein said angle between said first longitudinal

axis and said second longitudinal axis is about 60 degrees.

30. A desktop according to claim 23, wherein said angle between said first longitudinal

axis and said second longitudinal axis is about 110 to 130 degrees.

31. A desktop according to claim 30, wherein said angle between said first longitudinal

axis and said second longitudinal axis is about 120 degrees.

32. A modular office system comprising:
a plurality of walls defining an at least partially enclosed, substantially
parallelogram-shaped office area, each of said plurality of walls defining an axis; and
a desktop including:

a first portion having a top surface, a bottom surface opposite said top
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a first portion having a top surface, a bottom surface
opposite said top 11 of 13 WD 2007/ 140446

wEAN/W8ad07/ 070043 surface, and a plurality oPCHUS07/070043
surfaces, said first portion having a first
Iongltudlnal aid first_lon di na
Subat aRUTEE| 05t RLERPHE L S Ui arisn Taxing  firt
first pofolih@nal S, @alﬁ Ifﬁﬁtloﬂg%aintapghp albsaxtifiyosikddn sald top
substantially parallel to one of said axes “def |ne%
one of swéicd Oébmdéimttpyrtafn vadl Fisst Iengdtudingl axgobrang pmStanmdly
havi ng _a sur f 0 t d
top sappiatEfo SHEOESHH afs PRI TR, die A R RRRRY a3l ana
di agonal poatdidpBndlgioRgbn iRivitch toﬁﬂsﬁﬁa&ah doftdrh Stirface opposite said
portion, said diagonal portjion having a second
| ongi t (RA ealaceand a plugality of side serfacspgriddirgeaal portign being joined
subst a L4 S
di agong{léh%o rd%/fng o?ﬁ(:)j[ll régld d‘%@ %1 S;?)éﬁ(ltﬂl{ lg%%? % gercgﬁ(:i %ng%t%dlgal axis,
di f f er eqitl sevvad dxﬁng$tadﬂhaba§&§subdefltlﬂlgd:nk&tlﬁgl gaid topsairfice of said

plurality of walls than sajd first |ongitudinal axis;
wher ei f178an3 PPItirnd SpEsHONMY I N iarlF g A fliTersBt e said axes

are or H@@ﬁe%doyscﬁlestﬁ“sﬁdyﬁéﬁt Jf %ﬂ's E}Hﬁi' SAR flﬂqbﬁ%lﬁﬂﬁlaif leg

second | ongi tudi nal axis di agonal to one
33. v&hmﬂuhldrflrstfﬁqrnﬁl ayisia&hqhagcmat pomign hie @ieatadhs82aid flI'St

erein said first ort a aid dj.agon ortl
oIEeghMeRth i B PR ARt Bt g R g Rl PR b0l
| ongi tudi nal axis and said second |ongitudinal axis

33 PadhodHasrEiaé Systdnh actoRfin £l RO 818532, I¢herdn WM lﬂir@ﬁmﬁf&nl £ said
system according to claim 33, wherei n sai

béiagereH pegion ¢ pyented rigiing an aagle hivween prid §1a$t30@ét@éwal axis

lngug@%alcﬁ] gécpﬁh loaﬁ)éltﬁdl a%l?s Hhe 1%‘ %%a tﬁa%%o‘%%ggﬁgs 35. A

ular oftice®system accord wherein
said angl e betmeen said first [|ongitudinal axis and
34s A Woddaosftict oyrtrint actiondihg exdlsim 33, aldeutin 1218 adglgbeesen ka@id first

f 1
long:lstudinal axis and said second longitudinal axis is about 110 to 130 degrees.

35. A modular office system according to claim 34, wherein said angle between said first

longitudinal axis and said second longitudinal axis is about 125 degrees.
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