


A system for controlling the fo- cus of a beam on a medium (5) is
disclosed. A first sensor (CA) with a wide sensing range and limited
stabil- ity measures the light reflected by the medium (5). A second,
high-accuracy sensor (CB) with a narrow sensing range and high stability
also measures the light reflected by the medium (5). Control circuits are
provided for con- trolling a focus control device (B). A control logic
enables the operation of the control device (B) to be controlled by the
first focus error signal when the signal exceeds a predetermined value (a)
and until the second focus error signal exceeds another predetermined
value, whereafter the operation of the control device (B) is controlled by
said second focus error signal. The system is useful for optical data
reading and optical disk reading and recording.    


