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CLAIMS

What is claimed is;

I. A method for providing data to a computer software applicaion, the method
comprising:

mtercepting a request made by a computer software 1ication to retrieve a
first data set from a first data storage location;

accessing a record, defined m advance of the re st, that includes a reference
to the first data set and a reference to a second data set;

retrieving the first data set from a data stopge location other than the first data
storage location; and

retrieving the second data set fromy data storage location other than the first
data storage location in advance of a regy dst by the computer software application to

access the second data set at the first dat;

torage location.

2. The method according’to claim | where the intercepting comprises preventing
an operating system of a co !ro that is executing the computer software application

from attending to the requedt

3. The metbd according to claim 1 where the retrieving of the first data set is
performed if theAfirst data set is not available to be retrieved from the first data storage

location.

The method according to claim 1 and further comprising storing at the first
datg storage location any of the data sets retricved from any location other than the first

ata storage location.

5. The method according to claim 1 and further comprising allowing an operating

system of a computer that is executing the computer software application to attend to the

-vequest-ifthe-first-dete-set-is-avaitable-to-beretrreved-fromthe-first-data-storage-focation:
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6. The method according to claim 1 where any of the retrieving steps

performed in accordance with a predefined rule associated with the record.

7. The method according to claim 7 where the rule indicates that a firgt portion of
& selected one of the data sets is to be retrieved, and that a second portiof the selected
one of the data sets is to be retrieved only after the computer sofiw, application has

received the first portion.

8. The method according to claim 7 where the r indicates preventing an
operating system of a computer that is executing the go software application from
attending to the request prior to retrieving the first d from the data storage location
other than the first data storage location, and allowjfig the operating system to attend to the
request subsequent to retrieving the second d set from the data storage location other

than the first data storage location.

9. A system for providing 4 ta, to a computer software application, the system
comprising:
an interceptor copfigured to intercept a request made by a computer software
application to retrieve a fi ata set from a first data storage location; and
a manager gbnfigured to
dess a record, defined in advance of the request, that includes a
reference to the first data set and a reference to a second data set,
retrieve the first data set from a data storage location other than the first
data storgge location, and
“ .. retrieve the second data set from a data storage location other than the
figst data storage location in advance of a request by the computer software application to

ccess the second data set at the first data storage location.

10. The system according to claim 9 where the interceptor is configured to prevent

an operating system of a computer that is executing the computer software application

fromeatiending-to-the-request:
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L. The system according to claim 9 where the manager is configured to retriey
the first data set if the first data set is not available to be retrieved from the firsy/lata
storage location,

12. The system according to claim 9 where the manager is configy fed to store at
the first data storage location any of the data sets retrieved from any locy fon other than the
first data storage location. '
13. The system according to claim 9 where the intercg btot is configured to allow
an operating system of a computer that is executing the cputer software application to
attend to the request if the first data set is available a be retrieved from the first data

storage location,

14. The system according to claim 9 wi fere the manager is configured to retrieve

any of the data sets in accordance with a pregd ¢fined rule associated with the record.

location n than the first data storage location, and that the operating system is to be
allowed fo attend to the request subsequent to retricving the second data set from the data
Stor location other than the first data storage location.

A method for preparing a software application for execution by a computer, the
method comprising:
creating a set of core files including a plurality of computer files associated

with a computer software application;

executing-the-computer-software-application-on-a-eomputer-by-exeeuting-ary=—
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of the core files; "

recording requests made by the computer software application, o from a
set of data files associated with the computer software application;

defining blocks of references to data in the set of datg including any of the
recorded requests for data;

defiming rules for controlling the retrieva, data referred to by any of the
blocks; and

associating the rules with any of, Hfe blocks.

18. The method acco-rdi claim 17 and further comprising adding to the set of
core files any computer ﬁssociated with the computer software application that is

required for stable execy fon of the computer software application.

19. Ll " method according to claim 18 where the adding is performed if the

exccutig fof the computer software application fails.

the core set of files any computer files associated with the computer software application

The method according to claim 17 where the creating comprises including in

~—that-provide-proecessing-logie-for-the-computer-software-application s
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CLAIMS

What is claimed is:

L. A method for providing data to a computer software application, the method
comprising:
intercepting a request made by a computer software application to retrieve a first data
set from a first data storage location;
determining whether there exists a first record that refers to the first data set specified
in the request, wherein the first record is among a plurality of records that are defined in advance
of the request;
determming whether there exists an association between the first record and a
predefined rule,
wherein the association is defined in advance of the request,
wherein the rule is among a plurality of rules that are defined in advance of the
request,
wherein the rule indicates that the first data set referred to in the first record
and a second data set referred to in a second record are to be retrieved,
wherein the rule includes references to the first record and the second record in
advance of application of the rule, and
wherein the second record is among the plurality of records that are defined in
advance of the request;
retrieving, in accordance with the rule, the first data set from a data storage location
other than the first data storage location; and
retrieving, in accordance with the rule, the second data set from a data storage
location other than the first data storage location in advance of a request by the computer

software application to access the second data set at the first data storage location.
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2. The method according to claim 1 where the intercepting comprises preventing an
operating system of a computer that is executing the computer software application from

attending to the request.

3. The method according to claim 1 where the retrieving of the first data set is

performed if the first data set is not available to be retrieved from the first data storage location.

4. The method according to claim 1 and further comprising storing at the first data
storage location any of the data sets retrieved from any location other than the first data storage

location.

5. The method according to claim 1 and further comprising allowing an operating
system of a computer that is executing the computer software application to attend to the request

if the first data set is available to be retrieved from the first data storage location.

6. The method according to claim 1 where any of the retrieving steps are performed in

accordance with a predefined rule associated with the record.

7. The method according to claim 1 where the predefined rule further indicates that a
first portion of a selected one of the data sets is to be retrieved, and that a second portion of the
selected one of the data sets is to be retrieved only after the computer software application has

received the first portion.

8. The method according to claim 7 where the predefined rule indicates preventing an
operating system of a computer that is executing the computer software application from
attending to the request prior to retrieving the first data set from the data storage location other
than the first data storage location, and allowing the operating system to attend to the request
subsequent to retrieving the second data set from the data storage location other than the first

data storage location.
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9. A system for providing data to a computer software application, the system
comprising:
an interceptor configured to intercept a request made by a computer software
application to retrieve a first data set from a first data storage location; and
a manager configured to
determine whether there exists a first record that refers to the first data set
specified in the request, wherein the first record is among a plurality of records that are defined
in advance of the request, and
determine whether there exists an association between the first record and a
preefined rule,
wherein the association is defined in advance of the request,
wherein the rule is among a phurality of rules that are defined in advance
of the request,
wherein the rule indicates that the first data set referred to in the first
record and a second data set referred to in a second record are to be retrieved,
wherein the rule includes references to the first record and the second
record in advance of application of the rule, and
wherein the second record is among the plurality of records that are
defined in advance of the request,
retrieve, in accordance with the rule, the first data set from a data storage
focation other than the first data storage location, and
retrieve, in accordance with the rule, the second data set from a data storage
location other than the first data storage location in advance of a request by the computer

software application to access the second data set at the first data storage location.

10. The system according to claim 9 where the interceptor is configured to prevent an
operating system of a computer that is executing the computer software application from

attending to the request.
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11. The system according to claim 9 where the manager is configured to retrieve the first

data set if the first data set 1s not available to be retrieved from the first data storage location.

12. The system according to claim 9 where the manager is configured to store at the first
data storage location any of the data sets retrieved from any location other than the first data

storage location.

13. The system according to claim 9 where the interceptor is configured to allow an
operating system of a computer that is executing the computer software application to attend to

the request if the first data set is available to be retrieved from the first data storage location.

14. The system according to claim 9 where the manager is configured to retrieve any of

the data sets in accordance with a predefined rule associated with the record.

15. The system according to claim 9 where the rule indicates that a first portion of a
selected one of the data sets is to be retrieved, and that a second portion of the selected one of the
data sets 1s to be retrieved only after the computer software application has received the first

portion.

16. The system according to claim 15 where the rule indicates that an operating system
of a computer that is executing the computer software application is to be prevented from
attending to the request prior to retrieving the first data set from the data storage location other
than the first data storage location, and that the operating system is to be allowed to attend to the
request subsequent to retrieving the second data set from the data storage location other than the

first data storage location.




