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(54) Title: AUTOMATED SELECTION OF MICROORGANISMS AND IDENTIFICATION USING MALDI

(57) Abstract: A method and apparatus for locating and selecting a colony of microorganisms on a culture dish and identifying mi -
croorganisms in said selected colony using MALDI. The method comprises the automated steps of locating and selecting a colony of
microorganisms on a culture dish; obtaining a sample of said selected colony of microorganisms; depositing at least some of said
sample of said selected colony of microorganisms on a target plate; and transferring said target plate with said sample in an apparat -
us for performing MALDI for identification of said sample of said selected colony of microorganisms. A sample of a colony of mi-
croorganisms is automatically deposited on a depositing spot such that the sample covers at most approximately half of said one of
the depositing spots of the target plate. A suspension of a sample of microorganisms is automatically prepared by automatically pick -
ing the sample with a picking tool and submerging the picking tool with said sample in a suspension, after which the picking tool is
vibrated in vertical sense only to release the sample from the picking tool.



