* ABSTRACT An access control nmethod for a plurality of data communi cati ons
networks is disclosed that enables a plurality of |ocal nodes (101) to
conmmuni cate with each other even if the connection between an internediate
node (103) and a gl obal server (105) is nonentarily lost. In this nethod,
when the connection to the gl obal servgr (105) breaks down, the
i nternedi ate node (103) tenporarily gr fdts access to the |ocal nodes (101)
i nstead of the global server (105) in accordance with a predeterm ned
policy, thus allow ng operation of 4l _Ag@tmorks to function normally
until connection to the global network (104) is resuned.
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