1 - A PANEL FOR PARTITI ONING A ROOM This invention relates ta for ’
partltlonl ng a room and to a partitioning systemlncludln Wﬁsf?
support therefor. 5 Panel s currently avail able partl i oni ng»

an office are connected to upstanding supports to form di VI d| ng wal | s.
El ectrical wiring for the office is general |y provided along skirting of
the panels and/or within these upstafding supports. The construction of
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panel comprising:g ea,gggggg al ong an edge of the panel and defining a
channel .. havi ng si S base, the base having, an , 6 aperture
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t he second The can have a side piece which i .
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panel according to,L08, 85 %Begnéjfaé% e’ §EChel ‘i%@énq{‘ i fh @4 GRIpPor t

havi ng agtachment neans co Ierre the attac rrent -means proyv] ded on
there is provided a panel comprising: means extending

along an edge of the panel and defining a channel. having
side walls and a base, the base having an aperture
constituting one end of a first wiring duct extending
through the panel to ‘the 6pposite edge of the panel; and
20 sttachment means for attaching the panel to a support so
that the side walls and the base define with the support
a second wiring duct communicating with the first wiring
duct via said aperture whereby electrical wires may be
passed tﬁrough the second and first wiring ducts for the C~
25 connection of electrical fittings at convenient locations &;?
on the panel.

Preferably the panei also comprises means
extending along a further edge of the panel defining a
further duct for electrical. wires, the further duct

30 communicating with the second duct.

The first wiring duct can have a side piece which
is removable to provide access to electrical wires
passing through the duct.

The present invention also provxdes a partitioning

35 system comprising: a panel according to the one aspect of
the present invention; and a support having attachment
means complementary to the attachment means provided on

the panel.



the panel. -2- 1 The attachnent neans on the panel may be hooks,
in which case the support is provided with conplementary neans, e.g.
apgrtures. The support may be provided at its upper end 5 region with an
aperture which, with the panel attached to the support, conmunicates with
the further duct whereby electrical wreg,may be passed along the further
duct, through the aperture in the support to conmunicate with a furthe[
duct of another sim | afRpaAkrachherkdneansior the panebrmayThe bapksitin

preferably conpwhiels aasel otiiet suppbrtPoiki Prewiaea de;iasq,haébﬂ?fgﬂea'gfg
whi ch defineS\MéJh§u1gp er qg? of said body portion said aperture ereby,
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| ocations on tﬁéﬂrp?aur% eﬁﬁleséqgrt#’cﬁe ip %&tﬁppﬁme‘&tww-@# vikh a
present 25 i fgrtthieon, daatl taf shoothew tdimShi®e panehe Letddcrsdi o0 the
ef fect, reiere@#? idd now be made, by way of exanple, to the acconpanying

drawi ngs, in whi - Figures 1 and 2 i|lustrate possible |ayouts using a
partitioning system i FhfccRROKe Preferablyhodinprisesf a0 eldryate dsaiy

i nvention; Fi QyiortidnS ahdl4leget LIS Qﬁdtﬁ@eEé”@hicW‘ et ?rv{:ﬁ:h an ..
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with the end piece detached, electrical wires can pass
15 from the further duct of one panel to the further duct of
the other panel over the upper end of said body portion,
the electrical wires being enclosed by subsequently
attaching the end piece to the body portion.
With this arrangement of intercommunicating ducts,
20 the electrical wiring for an office partitioning system
can be carried out very simply and effectively. Further,
it enables electrical fittings to be provided at any
convenient locations on the panel itself.
For a Dbetter understanding of the present
L 25 invention, and to show how the same may be carried into
effect, reference will now be made, by way of example, to
the accompanying drawings, in which:-
Figures 1 and 2 illustrate possible layouts using
a partitioning systemlin accordance with an embodiment of
30 the present invention;
Figure 3 is a side view showing two panels with
supports attached along their edges;
Figure 4 is a section along IV-IV of Figure 3;
Figure 5 shows detail in the portion encircled Vv
35 in Figure 4; '
Figure 6 shows detail of the portion encircled VI
in Figure 4;
Figure 7 is an perspective view showing connection
of two panels to a support.



_Figure 5 shows detail in the portion encircled V 35 in Figure 4; Figure 6
shows- detail of the portion encircled VI in Figure 4; Figure 7 is an
_perspective view showi ng connection of two panels to a support. - 3-. o
.Figure 8 is a section along line VIII-VIIl in Figure 3 (but only show ng~="
a section through one of the panels)g-Figure 9 is a section through a -

support; 5 Figure 10 shows-detail of the portion_encircled X in
Figure ®: Figure I?Ljig"é?ﬁ)vé dt$ aid 5F°Fﬁenpo?i‘?‘?ﬁ1 e cVEFIXVIIE FiBure O;

~and Fi gur efildare S3 @butevpledahowitiyd -avegctiorwthtoughl ®maippbr the
Referri ngsl;%_[ésﬂ)y.to Figures 3 to 6.illustrating the panel, Figure 3 shows
two panel connected via a support 2. The panels 1 are substantially the
same, and will ndignreldscis edsectien sthropghwa ggpport;  The panel has

t wo vergf:i cal edggs; feaiOHQPéé&hdgiaWi of Wiper ci@gggpse%fg@%&gllngsect i on

5 (see Figure 8). e channel sections 5 each have side wa a base
7. As shodd FAEIXe Sx |y in Figure 8, the panel is 20 constructed with

upst andi ng har dwaRihERe1IEY SsKowk dadesi 1 VOF GERe PhoveDen f @astPgcreabgis 9 and
10 spaced anrl):agecit ‘gyet ese %errbers 8. As shown in Figure 4 wooden crosspi eces
11, 12 and 131K Yetd P pper and | ower edges of first and second panel
portions la, |b. FHignyandl2 pdsti ans expladedpnract-egwdpgatiew vfa a duct
structy esl@éﬁ_.g. 6) which is attached to the crosspieces 12 and 13 hy
screws 51, : The duct structure 15a defines a transversely
extending first Refexringtfizstiy ito fRigunesy3t ko &b ekllustrating

the panel, Figure 3 shows two panels 1 connected via a ',
support 2. The panels 1 are substantially the same, and
will now be described in detail below. '
15 : The panel has two vertical edges 3,4 along each of
which there extends a channel section 5 (see Figure 8).
The channel sections 5 each have side walls 6 and a base
7. '
As shown more clearly. in Figure 8, thé panel is
20 constructed with upétanding hardwood members 8 and has
‘two 6mm plywood facing members 9 and 10 spaced apart by
these members 8. As shown in Figure 4 wooden crosspieces
il, 12 and 13, 14 define upper and lower edges of first
and second panel portions la, 1lb. The panel portions are
25 connected together via a duct structure l5a (Fig.6) which ()
is attached to the crosspieces 12 and 13 by screws 51,
52. The duct structure 15a defines a transversely
extending first wiring duct 15 and is formed by two steel
side pieces 16, 17 and upper and lower pieces 18,19. The
30 side pieces 16,17 have upper and lower flanges 20 each of
which is provided with a protrusion 21 which is received
by a groove 22 of the upper or 1lower piece 18,19
respectively. : : .
The upper and lower pieces 18,19 are each formed
35 with screw receiving portions 23 by means of which the
channel section 5 can be screwed to the edge of the panel

portions la, 1lb to form the panel 1.




side pieces 16, 17 and upper and | ower pieces 18,19. The 30 side pieces
16, 17 have upper and |ower flanges 20 each of which is provided with a
p{gtru5|on 21 which is received by a groove 22 of the upper or |ower piece
187719 respectively. The upper and | owgy- pieces 18,19 are each formed 35

with scr M/rece|V|ng portlons 23 b s of which the channel_section 5
can be sérewed to EHE &dGe Biecks é‘&? h&an &idde, alang dheyduathd Hanel

1. -4- 1to exposé’h@]ﬁcﬂﬂ:mﬁcewliﬁs disposéedi dm athég dtliI@tle;CH 15 to

expose el ec 0S n the dquct 15 Fur her sid eces

caP\ be rerm?éggﬁf ﬁ’? %é piecfesn&aé’sg’fr FRPvE c‘?‘?&ﬂéepl

section 5 and 5nsbeesagythby5|:hmgwengs Gh@ngch&nneﬂunsédtrnnttﬁﬂ and

electricsl Liibings £A8 PE1aL! (Prbdds! §1§%§'ep£§§esdu€€ @gﬂélon 5
er screms

is al so secur he upstandihg nmenbers fur
spaced | engERRFEEignlt £d things7 cgn FﬁeféﬁéﬁﬁbWQyihﬁ(ﬁideﬂ}eces- The The

ghann;al SerhﬁﬁnElhfiéedﬁlaﬁgrs uries \é*lls‘bg gécu&eaca{;sd e adﬁ%@a@ﬁi' e agg
y reference nunera i.n res an ng one t.he, duct
e ! A Y W 2 s o S Bl PR R B L

t he upper edfethef babe ﬂaOtEng:hEEﬂthm)eg. h‘éctardﬂa.lo of the panel 1. A steel
channel 425 runs across the top,of t 1 and Ls osed slldable
cover %a In this @éﬁ ch h@lecgfd‘ ?% ?Brﬂgaggﬁkﬁrnghqéhosssthe
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25 conprisgsighttyalbdi®w Serédi appe? eddiss | 8¥COT£4OThPf members 9
15 and 10 of the panel 1. A steel channel 25 runs across
the top of the panel 1 and is enclosed by a slidable
cover 26. In this ﬁé& a further duct 27 is formed
‘running across the top of the panel 1. The cover 26 can’
slide with respect to the channel 25 by virtue of
20 protrusions 27 running in grooves 28.

The supports 2 will now be described with
reference to Figures 9 to 12 of the accompanying
drawings.

As shown most clearly in Figure 12, the support

) 25 comprises a metal box section 29. The lower portion of
. the support 2 has a foot 30 formed of a plastics material
and carrying a vertically extending screw threaded
‘portion 31, (Fig.10). A support structure 32 provided in
the section 29 carries a nut 33 through which the
30 screw-threaded portion 31 extends so that rotation of the

foot 30 enables the height of the support to be adjusted.
The foot 30 can be rotated by using the knurled wheel 34

(see Fig.1l2).

The support 2 is provided with attachment means in

35 the form of slots 35 in its upper and lower regions.
These slots are arranged'to receive corresponding hooks
(e.g. 36 in Figure 7) extending from the base 7 of the




‘descri

the support 2 has a foot 30 forned of a plastics material and cafrying a
vertically extending screw threaded portion 31. (Fig.10). A support’
structure 32 provided in the section 29 carries a nut 33 through which thek{ .

. 30 screwthreaded portion 31 extends so that rotation of the foot 30
"enabl es the height of the support teShke adjusted. The foot 30 can be
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open-plan office, can be constructed by attaching a panel
between two supports to form a wall.
' - Figures 1 and 2 show possible arrangements of the
panels to provide open plan office systems. The supports

20 have slots in each of their four sides te enable corners
to be formed by two panels connected to adjacent sides of
the'support 2. As shown most clearly in'Figures 7 and 8,
with the support 2 connected to a panel 1, the channel
section 5 forms with the support 2 a second wiring duct _

25 44. The 1nterconnectlon of ducts 15, 44 and 27 mean that NG
the provision of elect:xcal wires, and the f1tt1ng of
electrical outlets can be carried out very simply. The
upper ends of the box section 29 are d1sposed below the
upper edges of the panels 1 so that electrical wires can

30 be passed from.the further duct 27 of one panel to the
further.duct 27 of anether panel over the’boxlsection 29.
The detachable cap 42 with appropriate ones of its
weakened regions 43 removed, can be inserted into the box\
section 29 to retain the electrical wires. Fet example,

35 as shown in Figure 7, electrical wires 45 may extend
along the top edge of a panel 1 through duct 27 through
an aperture in cap 42 formed by the removal of weakened



-section 5 fornms with the support 2 a second wiring duct 25 44. The
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neatness.
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- base having

1 dains: 1. A panel conprising: neans extendi ng al ong an edge
and defining a channel having side walls and a base; the
an aperture 5 constituting one end of a first wiring duct

extendi ng through the panel to the opposite edge of the panel; and
attachnment nmeans for attaching the panel to a support so that the side
wal I's and the base define with the suppprt a second wiring duct
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passed through the second and first wiring ducts for the
connection of electrical fittings at convenient locations
on the pénel.

2. A panel as claimed in claim 1, which also
comprises means extending along a further edge of the
panel defining a further duct for, electrical wires, the
further duct communicating with the second duct.

3. A panel as claimed in claim 1 or 2, which
comprises first and second panel portions connected to
each other via a duct structure defining the first wiring
duct.

4. A panel as claimed in claim 1, 2 or 3 in which
the first wiring duct has a side piece which is removable
to provide access to electrical wires passing through the
duct.

5. A panel as claimed in any preceding claim, in
which the channel is provided with a detachable end
member for c¢losing the second wiring duct withdut
interfering with the further wiring duct, when present.

6. A panel substantially as hereinbefore
described with reference to Figures 1 to 6 of the
accompanying drawings. _

7. A partitioning system comprising: a panel as
claimed in any preceding claim; and a support having
attachment means complementary to the attachment means
provided on the panel.
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~clainmed in any preceding claim and a support having 35 attachnment neans
conplenentary to the attachnent neans provi ded on the panel. - 8-1
A systemas clainmed in claim?7, in which the attachnment neans on the
conpri se hooks and the attachment neans on the support conprises

correspondi ng openi ngs. 5 9. A sgystemas clained in claim7 or

in whiech the support is provided at its upper end region with an apertur
whi ch, with Xhe panel &tta8hsistemt as laised xnnndnuma?eslnnmhuﬂhathe
further duct
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aperture in the support to communicate with a further
duct of another similar panel attached to the support.

10. A system as claimed in claim 9, in which the
support comprises an elongate body portion and a
detachable end piece which defines with an upper end of
said body portion said aperture whereby, with the end
piece detached, electrical wires can pass from the
further duct of one panel to the further duct of the
other panel over the upper end of said body portion, the
electrical wires being enclosed by subsequently attaching
the end piece to the body portion.

11. A partitioning system substantially as
hereinbefore described with reference to the accompanying
drawings.
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