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in the detection of an analyte (e.g., blood glucose) in a liquid sanple

" +(e.g., a whole blood sanple) includes a base support |ayer and a reagent

pad disposed on the base support layer. In addition, at |east a portion of
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circunscri be the reagent pad. Also a test strip that includes a base
support layer with a raised reagent pad platform a reagent pad di sposed
on rai sed reagent pad platformand an upper |ayer disposed above the base

support layer. At |east a portj f | ayer and at |east a

portion of the upper |ayer thé?gﬁFgfﬂﬁggﬂgﬂiﬁ?%@ﬂﬁgﬁﬁﬁé reagent pad are

formed of a clear material such that a user can perceive the liquid sanple

through the (o863 suppw&s:amla fSHREM d@&%ﬁo&wanra?ﬂ%raé.g.siabwg&u&{se)tins ghﬁiSU'hd
: suc

sanple to the reagent pad n addition, the test Strip 1s configure

that a capil| ary SaPRE& 5ot Whelehloedesnmal inclides mbase puppek iverantlipupagent andl e i s
defined by the bampostoR@elbasd Ykt IR, I HAMBRS 1a@¥ Pbrtion bF Gk bEse Jupport

layer in proximity to the reagent ped is formed of a clear material such that a user can
perceive the liquid sample through the base support layer during application of the
liquid sample to the reagent pad. The test strip optionally includes a reservoir for
restraining excess liquid sample. The reservoir can be defined by hydrophilic and
hydrophobic regions of the base support layer or by base support ridges that
circumscribe the reagent pad. Alsc a test strip that includes a base support layer with a
raised reagent pad platform, a reagent pad disposed on raised reagent pad platform and
an upper layer disposed above the base support layer. At least a portion of the base
support layer and at least a portion of the upper layer that are in proximity to the
reagent pad are formed of a clear material such that a user can perceive the liquid
sample through the base support and upper layers during application of the liquid
sample to the reagent pad. In addition, the test strip is configured such that a capillary
reservoir adapted for restraining excess fluid sample is defined by the base support
layer and the upper layer.
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