.The!- i nvention relates to a circuit arrangenent for high-frequency operation

of di scharge lanp (La), conprising - input termnals (1,2) for connection
"to a supply voltage source, - a |oad branch provided with termnals (HL, H2)
“for accommdatl ng the 5 discharge |anp and with an el ectrode heatin 3%,1

t rapsf or mel Pk ovided with a primary7winding (P) and secondady03ul98S ngs
(Segl, Secz each secondary w ndi ng being shunted by a branch conpri sing !
an Iectr(ﬁwl, E12) of the discharge |anp, - at |east one switching . >
el epent (S H,F{/ erati ng a high-frequency current through the |oad /
br apch froma supp ol'tage delivered by the supply voltage 10 source, - ‘a
control circuit (I) for generating a control signal for rendering the
swifching el ement conducting and non-conducting with high frequency, - a

di r circuit (Il) coupled to the control circuit for adjusting the
freguency of the control signal. 15 According to the invention,

branch shunting a secondary wi nding of the transfornmer also conprises
ctive nmeans (LI, L2) and capacitive nmeans (Cl, C2) and has a resonance

quency which is ff.erent fromthe resgnance fr the | oad
nch. 1t is achie iyentip Zelafes to 2 q’%ﬁ%“ B‘gﬁ ¥ neans of

Ci I cuigpe: ﬁﬁgﬁmgéh@ah? diay&sinprisiig @ Wi de range with a
paratively |long 20 el ectrode | i fe and only very little blackening at the
5 of the di schar génpusdeminals (1,2) for connection to a supply voltage source,
- a load branch provided with terminals (H1,H2) for accommodating the
5 discharge lamp and with an electrode heating transformer (L3) provided with a primary
winding (P) and secondary windings (Secl, Sec2), each secondary winding being
shunted by a branch comprising an electrode (Ell, El2) of the discharge lamp,
- at least one switching element (S1, S2) for generating a high-frequency
current through the load branch from a supply voltage delivered by the supply voltage
10 source,
- a control circuit (I) for generating a control signal for rendering the
switching element conducting and non-conducting with high frequency,
- a dimmer circuit (I) coupled to the control circuit for adjusting the

frequency of the control signal.
15 According to the invention, each branch shunting a secondary winding of

the transformer also comprises inductive means (L1, L2) and capacitive means (C1,C2)
and has a resonance frequency which is different from the resonance frequency of the
load branch, It is achieved by this that a discharge lamp operated by means of the
circuit arrangement can be dimmed over a wide range with a comparatively long

20 electrode life and only very little blackening at the ends of the discharge vessel.
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