."An ~inproved sanitary napkin is disclosed. The sanitary napkin if a
| aferally extensible flap which extends outwardly from one of the 0

| ongi tudi nal edges of the sanitary napkin or a laterally extensible
backsheet . The backsheet or flap may be laterally extended fromthe
neutral, retracted position and=will return to the retracted position upon
rel.ease of the disturbing force. This arrangenent provides the advantage

t hat any adhesive strips or patches associated with the flaps or backsheet
nore easily nove with the undergarnent of the wearer and are less likely to
" be stressed or becone detached fromthe undergarnment of the wearer due to
the forces encountered during typical wearer novenents.

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

An improved sanitary napkin is disclosed. The sanitary
napkin has a laterally extensible flap which extends outwardly
from one of the longitudinal edges of the sanitary napkin or a
laterally .extensible backsheet. The backsheet or flap may be
laterally extended from the neutral, retracted position and will
return to the retracted position upon release of the disturbing
force. This arrangement providés the advantage that any adhesive
strips or patches associated with the flaps or backsheet more
easily move with the undergarment of the wearer and are less
1ikely to be stressed or become detached from the undergarment of

the wearer due to the forces encountered during typical wearer
movements.
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