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(54) Title: METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR CURRENCY CONVERSION 

(57) Abstract 

The present invention is a currency translation system 
(10) that provides for the dynamic translation of a first cur­
rency value into a target currency value for the purpose of 
aiding localization and globalization of financial transactions. 
The system (IO) may be used as a standalone translation sys­
tem or it may be embedded in a larger application such as 
a financial analysis program, a spreadsheet, a compound or 
object-loaded document, dynamic Web pages and other dy­
namically-generated content, databases or stored procedures, 
or a Web commerce program. The system (10) takes as in­
put the starting currency (100), a target currency (100), and 
transaction roles (110). The system (10) maintains a database 
(20) of currency rates, currency histories, conversion roles and 
currency representation data. Optimization (230) and back­
tracking (240) techniques are used to deal with partial ·rate 
infonnation and in order to find optimal valuations involving 
a chain of currency translations. The system (10) can produce 
a single result or a matrix of results from which the user can 
choose an optimal valuation. The system (10) also provides 
for the fonnatting (330) of a numerical currency value into a 
presentation specific to the locale of the translation request. 
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