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4- Descriptidii“Contai ner for storing a plurality of cheque cac;ds Th‘p’e i

i-Averition relates to a device for storing a plurality of chequel’€drds,
credit cards or the like, having the features of the precharacterising
clause of claim1l. For the sake of sinplicity below the cards are referred
to only as cheque cards. The device has a container having slots that are
~open at a front face of the container so that the cheque cards can be
pushed into the container in their I engthwi se or widthwi se direction to lie
conpletely within the container. The slots form storage conpartnents for
the cheque cards in which the cheque cards can be stored spaced apart from
- one another in the manner of a stack. The aimof the invention is to
construct the device in such a manner that any desired cheque card can be

renoved fromthe container wthout diffhgddibsorand that manu- facture and
assenbly are sinple and econom cal. That aimrs achi eved according to the
I nvention by the features of claim1l. In the container according to the

i nvention there are pivot abdntaifer fératodmyrk plusalithiof bheque ¢aedgaused t o pi vot
froman outside face of the container and, on being pivoted, press with a

rocker arm agai nst a rear edge of a cheque card that has been inserted'into
a slot and pusHheliatentibe criases tor alddvinefor eringur plurality 196 clhasiwe £RTlsr Cradit £3rds ¢

proj ects beyon%rftﬂ'éelgfef ﬂﬁinq ﬁ@ffeélﬂreg Bethe PRdcRbABlerigingl clResesFEidime. FRdigie .
i nserted cheque cards, sO at It can easl l?’ be %raspﬁd anda/\nthdravm from
the contai ner. Seke of §ERlsY belgy B capds are referred to oflly as cneq S

ue caras.

s The device has a container having slots that are open at a front face of the container
so that the cheque cards can be pushed into the container in their lengthwise or
widthwise direction to lie completely within the container. The siots form storage
compartments for the cheque cards in which the cheque cards can be stored spaced
apart from one another in the manner of a stack.

The aim of the invention is to construct the device in such a manner that any desired
cheque card can be removed from the container without difficulty and that manu-
facture and assembly are simple and economical. '

That aim is achieved according to the invention by the features of claim 1. In the
container according to the invention there are pivotably mounted rockers which can
be cadsed to pivot from an outside face of the container and, on being pivoted, press-
} with a rocker arm against a rear edge of a cheque card that has been inserted into a
| slot and push that cheque card forwards out of the container until it projects beyond
the front face of the container and beyond the other inserted cheque cards, so that it
can easily be grasped and withdrawn from the container. The rockers, which are
preferably in the form of a plastics injection-moulded component, are joined to one
another integrally so as to be movable relative to one ancther. [n its simplest form,
therefore, the device consists merely of two parts, namely the container having the
slots and the rockers integral with one another and located pivotably in the container.



preferably in the formof a plastics injection-noul ded conponent, are
joined to one another integrally so as to be novable relative to one
another. Inits sinplest form thereforz, t he device consists nerely of two
parts, nanely the container having the Slots and the rockers integral with
one another and | ocated pivotably in the container. Preferably the
rockers are arranged to pivot by way of push rods which engage a second
rocker arm and extend as far as the front face of the container. At the

- front face of the container the push rods can be constructed in the form of
push buttons that project beyond the front face of the container, which
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rocker In this way the push rods are integral with the rockers and the latter are
integral with one another and therefore they form a single component produced
especially from plastics by injection-moulding. In addition to allowing the rapid
production of all the rockers and push rods together in a single operation, this has
the advantage that the connected rockers with the push rods can be pivotably
mounted in the container in a single mounting step.

For the purposes of pivotal mounting, in an embodiment of the invention the rockers
have trunnions which are located in recesses that are open to a rear face of the
container. Those recesses are closed by the attachment of a container rear wall so
that the trunnions are pivotably mounted in the container.

Preferably the rockers or the push rods have integral spring elements, for example in
the form of injection-moulded resilient spring tongues, which engage a counter-

surface of the container or the container rear wall and press the rockers into their
rest position.

In order that the push rods can be actuated individually without difficulty, without an
adjacent push rod being displaced unintentionally at the same time, the push rods
are arranged at the sides of the slots and on alternate sides-of the container. As a
resuit, on the front face of the container, where they are actuated by being pressed
in, they are spaced two slots apart from one another.

For the purpose of holding the inserted cheque cards in the container, clamping
elements are provided in the slots. The clamping elements are preferably
constructed in the form of clips integral with the rear wall of the container and
projecting into the slots.



For the purposes of pivotal nounting, in an enbodi nent of the invention the
rockers have trunnions which are located in recesses that are open to a
rear face of the container. Those reces%Fs are closed by the attachnent of
a container rear wall so that the trunni®ons are pivotably nmounted in the
container. Preferably the rockers or the push rods have integral spring

el ements, for exanple in the formof injection-noulded resilient spring

t ongues, which engage a counter- surface of the container or the container
rear wall and press the rockers into their rest position. In order that the
push rods can be actuated individually wi thout difficulty, w thout an

adj acent push rod beif i aced unintentionally at the sane
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device provided, for examp e, in‘the glove compartment of a motor vehncle The

container can thus be mounted in the motor vehicle and can be removed at any time
in order that the cheque cards do not have to be left behind in the motor vehicle.

The connection means are preferably constructed in the form of snap connection
means. They can be pushed releasably onto the container so that they can be
attached to the container when required.

The invention will be described in greater detail below with reference to an

embodiment shown in the drawing:

Figure 1 shows a perspective exploded view of a device according to the
invention;

Figure 2 shows a perspective view of the assembled device from Figure 1 with
portions cut away; and

. Figure' 3 shows a perspective view of two devices according to Figure 1

releasably connected to one another to form a stack.

The device 8 according to the invention shown' in Figures 1 and 2 has a container 10
for storing cheque cards, credit cards or the like. The container 10 is a plastics
injection-moulded component having a low rectangular cross-section. It is divided
into three slots 14 by two partitions 12 integral with the container 10. The slots 14,
which serve as storage compartments for the cheque cards, are open at a front face
16 of the container 10 for the insertion of cheque cards (not shown). On the
partitions 12 and on the inner face of a container top face 17 and of a container base
18 there are integrally injection-moulded slide ribs 19 which extend in the longitudinal
direction. The slide ribs are so arranged that an inserted cheque card rests on the
slide ribs 18 outside the area of its magnetic' strip, memory chip or the like, in order
that damage to'the magnetic strip, chip card or the like when the cheque card is
being pushed into or removed from the container 10 is avoided.



I n an enbodi nent of the invention the container has connection nmeans with
whi ch the container can be rel easably connected to a further container to
forma stack. As a result, it is possible to conmbi ne any nunber of
containers in order to provide space for any desired nunber of cheque
cards. It is also possible to use the connection neans for the rel easable
mounting of the container on a corresporfdi ng hol di ng devi ce provided, for
exanpl e, in the glove conmpartnent of a motor vehicle. The container can
thus be nounted in the notor vehicle and can be rempved at any time in
order that the cheque cards do not have to be left behind in the not or
vehi cl e. The congg g@n neans, are referabléqconstructed I n the form of
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cards, credi }ocﬁg\fs% a% p voFab‘y mounteT lg tﬁeogtcgésre%rzelqhe rogkers gf are arranged
in the rear region of the slots 14 transverse to the insertion direction of the cheque
cards. The container rear wall 28 is affixed to the container 10 by lateral locking lugs
30 which engage in openings 32 in the side walls 34 of the container 10. The
container rear wall 28 is a plastics injection-moulded component.

The rockers 22 are mounted alternately on different sides of the container 10. They
are joined iritegrally to one another by resilient connectors 36 so as to be movable
relative to one another. The connectors 36 each extend in a curving path from one
trunnion 24 of a rocker 22 to a rocker arm 37, facing the trunnion 24, of an adjacent

rocker 22, which rocker arm 37 ends approximately in the centre of the slot 14 in
question.

Push rods 38 are joinéd to a second rocker arm 39 pivotably and integrally with the
rockers 22 by way of a strip hinge 40. The strip hinge 40 is a thin linear portion
extending parallel to the trunnions 24, which, on account of its resilience, joins the
push rods 38 pivotably and integrally with the second ends of the rocker arms 39.

The push rods 38 extend at the sides of the slots 14 to the front face 16 of the
container 10, where they are formed integrally as push buttons 42 that project out of
the front face 16 of the container 10. By pushing the push rods 38 into the container
10 at the puéh buttons 42, that is to say in the direction towards the container rear
wall 28, the rockers 22 can be caused to pivot individually. On so doing, the rocker
arms 37 on the side of the trunnions 24 remote from the push rods 38 pivot in the
direction towards the front face 16 of the container 10. In the central region, those
rocker arms 37 press against a rear edgé of a cheque card inserted into the slot 14

in question and push that cheque card out of the front face 16 of the container 10
until it can easily be grasped and removed.



i nj ection-noul ded conponent having a | ow rectangul ar cross-section. It is:
divided into three slots 14 by two partitions 12 integral with the

contai ner 10. The slots 14, which serve as storage conpartments for the
cheque cards, are open at a front face 16 of the container 10 for the

i nsertion of cheque cards (not shown). the partitions 12 and on the

I nner face of a container top face 17 and of a container base 18 there are
integrally injection-noulded slide ribs 19 which extend in the |ongitudinal
direction. The slide ribs are so arranged that an inserted cheque card
rests on the slide ribs 18 outside the area of its magnetic strip, nenory
chip or the | Thethrea raskder22 dratintdgabgith 6rie drvthembg nalyiof thet gonpectarki3p aqdr d or
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face. |n that staight linge Prior to mounting, the push rods 38 are pivoted about the strip hinges
90 through about 90° into the U-position shown, and the component forming the
rockers 22 and the push rods 38 is inserted into the container 10 through the open
rear face 20. Then the container rear wall 28 is pushed onto the rear end face 20 of
the container 10 until the locking lugs 30 lock into place. The rear face 20 of the
container 10 is thereby closed and the trunnions 24 are held pivotably in the
recesses 26 of the container 10.

Resilient spring tongues 44 are injection-moulded integrally with the second rocker
arms 39 having the strip hinge 40. Those tongues are in contact with counter-
surfaces 46 of the container rear wall 48 and press the rockers 22 into a rest position
in which a cheque card can be pushed into the container 10 to lie fully within the
latter. The spring tongues 44 at the same time press, by way of the strip hinge 40,
the push rods 38 in the direction of the front face 16 of the container 10, so that the
push buttons 42 thereof project out of the front face 16. The pressing in of the push
rods 38 and the pivoting of the rockers 22 in order to push the cheque cards out of

the container 10 therefore take place against the spring force of the spring tongues
44,

For the purpose of holding the cheque cards that have been inserted into the slots
14 in the container 10, the container 10 has clips 66. The clips consist of pairs of
spring tongues 67 which are integral with the container rear wall 28. The clips 66
project into a rear region of the slots 14. On being pushed in, a cheque card passes
between the spring tongues 67 of the clips 66 which press against an upper and a
lower face of the cheque card and clamp the cheque card between them.

In the longitudinal direction, a connection means 46 produced in the form of a .
plastics injection-moulded component is pushed onto the container 10. The



.rockers 22 are pivotably nmounted in the recesses 26. The rockers 22 are
arranged in the rear region of the slots 14 transverse to the insertion
direction of the cheque cards. The container rear wall 28 is affixed to the
contai ner 10 by lateral |ocking |ugs 30 |ch engage in openings 32 in the
side walls 34 of the container 10. The container rear wall 28 is a plastics
I nj ection-noul ded conponent. The rockers 22 are nounted alternately on
different sides of the container 10. They are joined integrally to one

anot her by resilient connectors 36 so as to be novable relative to one
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rods 38 intoysie igontainer 1 0 at the push buttons 42, that is to say in
the direction towards the container rear wall 28, the rockers 22 can be
caused to pivot individually. On so doing, the rocker arnms 37 on the side
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by cross-ribs 54 which form a stop for the slide springs 50 of the connection means
46. By pushing the connection means 46 from the rear face 16 onto the container
10 until it strikes the cross-ribs 54, the connection means 46 is positioned approxi-
mately in the centre of the container 10. In that position, snap lugs 56 on the inner
sides of the side walls 48 of the connection means 46 engage in depressions 58 in
the fongitudinal grooves 52 of the side walls 34 of the container 10 and thereby fix
the connection means 46 releasably in the intended position in the centre of the
container 10. '

Towards the top or towards the bottom, depénding upon the position in which the
connection means 46 is pushed onto the container 10, two resilient tongues 60
project on each side of the connection means 46. The spring tongues 60 have snap
lugs 62 on their free ends.

At the bottom or at the top, respectively, the connection means 46 has on each of its
sides two snap recesses 64 complementary to the spring tongues 60 having the
snap lugs 62, which recesses are provided for snapping in the snap lugs 62 of the
spring tongues 60 of a further connection means 46. In this way it is possible for any
number of containers 10 to be releasably connected together to form a stack

(I.:i.gure 3). Furthermore, the containers 10 can be mounted releasably on a holding
device (not shown), for example in the glove compartment of a motor vehicle, having
snap recesses corresponding to the snap recesses 64.



direction towards the front face 16 of the container 10. In the central

regi on, those rocker arms 37 press against a rear edge of a cheque card
inserted into the slot 14 in question ang push that cheque card out of the
front face 16 of the container 10 until ft can easily be grasped and
-renoved. 5 The three rockers 22 are integral with one another by way of
the connectors 36 and integral with their respective push rods 38 by way of
the strip hinges 40. The three push rods 38 and the three rockers 22 are
therefore produced integrally fromplastics as an injection-noul ded
conponent. They can be noulded in the U shape shown, in which the push rods
38 formthe arns and the rockers 22 formthe cross-piece of the U
Preferably they are noulded in the formof an el ongated conponent in which
the push rods 38 forma continuation opybhediRskers 22 on both sides in an
approximately straight line. Prior to mounting, the push rods 38 are

pi voted about the strip hinges 90 through about 90[err] into the U position
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edge of a cheque card inserted into the container (10) and pushes the cheque card
out of the container (10) so that it projects from the front face (16), and the rockers
(22) are joined to one another integrally so as to be movable relative to one another.

2. Device accord_ing to claim 1, characterised in that it has push rods (38) which
are joined to a second rocker arm (39) pivotably and integrally by way of a strip
hinge (40) and which extend as far as the front face (16) of the container (10).

3. Device according to claim 1, ch.aracterisgd in that the rockers (22) have
trunnions (24) pivotably mounted in recesses (26) at a rear face (20) of the contéiner
(10), which recesses are closed by a container rear wall (28) mounted on the rear
face (20) of the container (10).

4. Device according to claim 1, characterised in that the rockers (22) or the push
rods (38) have integral spring elements (44) which press them into a rest position.

5. Device according to claim 1, characterised in that the push rods (38) are
arranged at alternate sides of the container (10).

6. Device according to claim 1, characterised in that the container (10) has

clamping elements (66) which hold cheque cards insertéd into the slots (14) of the
container (10).
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.recesses 26 of the container 10. Resilient spring tongues 44 are
.injection-noul ded integrally with the second rocker arns 39 having the
strip hinge 40. Those tongues are in contact with counter- surfaces 46 of
the container rear wall 48 and press th®& rockers 22 into a rest position in
whi ch a cheque card can be pushed into the container 10 to lie fully within
the latter. The spring tongues 44 at the sane tinme press, by way of the
strip hinge 40, the push rods 38 in the direction of the front face 16 of
the container 10, so that the push buttons 42 thereof project out of the
front face 16l. Dhdcpacsosdingta oeimf®, tharaptesised dnlthad $heaglamping efgimants arg of t he
rockers 22 in.; : : r ; i ’ 0
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slots 14 in thetheQBackabe(20) 6 the Bentsingt@oyer 10 has clips 66. The clips
consi st of pairs of spring tongues 67 which are integral with the contai ner
rear wall 28. The clips 66 project into a rear region of the slots 14. On
bei ng pushed 8.nDevice bempuding tr ahipals skarabtErised in thet tespcontajnerdmjes 67 of t he
clips 66 whic | Qﬂ% card
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connect i on netarsfuBBeqgantairesd16)er tcnehgldipgrdeYica pl astics inj ecti on- moul ded
conponent is pushed onto the container 10. The

9. Device according to claim 8, characterised in that the connection means (46) is
a snap connection means.

10. Device according to claim 8, characterised in that the connection means (46) is
arranged to be pushed onto the container (10).
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- connection neans is constructed in the formof a rectangul ar band resting
~on the container 10 in the manner of a revenue band. It has on inner sides
of "its side walls 48 two slide springs 50 extending in the |ongitudinal
direction which are guided in longitudi 8al grooves 52 in the side walls 34
of the container 10. Because the connection nmeans 46 i s gui ded
longitudinally on the container 10 with the slide springs 50 engaging in

t he | ongitudi nal grooves 52, it is not necessary for the connection neans
46 to surround the container 10 conpletely. It could also be constructed in
the formof a clip open at the container top face 17 or the contai ner base
18. The | ongitudinal grooves 52 in the side walls 34 of the container 10
are interrupted by cross-ribs 54 which forma stop for the slide springs 50
of the connection nmeans 46. By pushing the connection neans 46 fromthe
rear face 16 onto the container 10-until it strikes the cross-ribs 54, the
connection means 46 is positioned approxjg tely in the centre of the
container 10. In that position, snap IugSJ%%Ebn the inner sides of the side
wal I's 48 of the connection neans 46 engage in depressions 58 in the

| ongi tudi nal grooves 52 ofcéhginst 9 séeHdga dtrafty dhenequy edrger 10 and
thereby fix the connection neans 46 releasably I1n the intended position in
the centre of the container 10. Towards the top or towards the bottom
dependi ng upon_the position in which the connection neans 46 is pushed onto
t he contai ner g, inyandion ealates tora cantaigrd30)dwmving a plurality of slots (14) for the

insertion of cheque cards or the fike. In order that each cheque card can be
removed individually, the invention proposes rockers (22) which are pivotably
mounted at a rear end face (20) of the container (10), which are joined to one
another integrally by way of resilient connectors (36) so as to be movable relative to
one another and which are joined integrally with push rods (38) by way of a strip
hinge (40Q), which push rods extend to a front face (16) of the container (10). By
pressing in the push rods (38), the rockers (22) are caused to pivot and push the
cheque card in question out of the container (10). The invention has the advantage
that the rockers (22) can be produced integrally with one another and with their push
rods (38) in the form of an injection-moulded component. (Figure 1).



proj-ect. on each side of the connection neans 46. The spring tongues 60 have
snap ' lugs 62 on their free ends. At the bottomor at the top, respectively,
t he connection neans 46 has on each of its sides two snap recesses 64
conplementary to the spring tongues 60 having the snap |lugs 62, which
recesses are provided for snapping in the snap lugs 62 of the spring
tongues 60- of a further connection neang/3#6. In this way it is possible for
any nunber of containers 10 to be releasably connected togethe[,to forma
stack (Figure 3). Furthernore, the containers 10 can be nounted rel easably
on a hol ding device (not shown), for exanple in the g#ve y

not or vehicle, having snap recesses corresponding t¢ Whe

i ke, having a container having slots for the insg th\';
through a front face of the container, characteri $edwpn
container (10) there are pivotably nmounted &pckBrg (22),

container (10) so that
rockers '



(22) are joined to one another integrally so as to be novable relative to
.one another. 2. Device according to claim1, characterised in that it has
push rods (38) which are joined to a second rocker arm (39) pivotably and
integrally by way of a strip hinge (40) and which extend as far as the
front face (16) of the container (10). 3. Device according to claima1,
characterised in that the rockers (22) b&ve trunnions (24) pivotably
nounted in recesses (26) at a rear face (20) of the container (10), which
recesses are closed by a container rear wall (28) nounted on the rear face
(20) of the container (10). & Device according to claimi1, characterised

in that the rockers (22) or t rods(38) have integral spring

el enents (44) which press t pasitdon. 5. Device according to
claiml1, characterised int ds/ (3 are arranged at alternate
sides of the container (10) . i to claim1, characterised
in that the container (10) has C s (66) which hold cheque
cards inserted into theeslgts (14) r (&P). 7. Device
according to claim6, chardcterised i Ny fenments are clips
(66) integral with a contagher rear wal ; i project into the
slots (14) for the insertipn of the chequ S, ai ner rear wal

(28) being nounteq\\\ ' —
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on the rear face (20) of ‘the container (10). 8. Device according to claim
1, characterised in that the container (10) has connection neans (46) wth
which it can be rel easably connected, formng a stack, to a further '
container (10) or to a holding device. 9. Device according to claim 8,
characterised in that the connection neans (46) is a snhap connecti on neans.
10. Device according to claim8, characté/8sed in that the connection neans
(46) is arranged to be pushed onto the container (10).
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