Apparatus and a nethod for automatically configuring cormunl cation port
assi gnnents i n dockabl e portabl e conputer systens-ghe n_a portable
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conput er user may assign internal | ogi a88RA&TNMUNI cation paths comx (x = 1,
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portable unit | s 0PKSHLIRAR, SRLEAUAL DERRKED LARAUR, pedt o PaLhS

are not concurr epﬁt uni ’f@ad:l ng to
potentially confslsll%“f“le‘i‘fd jé’l ‘fj’ﬁ'éﬁbl‘i)lpﬁ‘ifé'%?e"s"“‘?‘}’fef SV f"%er“f‘h%Pb‘rté‘élént
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parallel port connectors, etc.) and internal circuit devices operating
through the connectors (modems, circuits supporting RS232 signalling,
etc.). The docking unit may also have such connectors and associated
circuits. The computer user may assign internal logical communication
paths com x (x = 1, 2, ...) to these connectors and their associated
circuits. When the portable unit is in a docked mode, care must be taken
that duplicate paths are not concurrently'active in the portable and
docking units leading to potentially conflicting signal processes in the
units. The present invention provides an automatic initialization
process whereby the system is automatically configured to operate
without path conflicts when it is docked and to make full use of all
internal paths in the portable unit when the base portable unit is not

docked; all transparent to system users.
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