
In a perpendicular magnetic recording medium having at
least a soft magnetic back layer, an underlayer, an
intermediate layer and a perpendicular magnetic
recording layer on a nonmagnetic substrate, at least
one layer in the intermediate layer contains Re as a
main component element and contains, as a second main
component element, an element having an hcp structure
or an element having a bcc structure. The
concentration of Re as the main component element of
the intermediate layer is within the range from 55 to
99.5 atomic percent. The second component element is
Co or Cr. 


