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faints: 

1. 	A process cartridge comprising: 
i) a photosensitive drum rotatable about a drum axis thereof; 
ii) a rotatable developing roller configured to develop a latent 

image fb 	led on said photosensitive drum; 	. 
i 	a coupling member provided at an axial end portion of said 

photosensiti - drum and rotatable about a coupling axis thereof so as to 
transmit a driv 0 g force to said photosensitive drum, said coupling member 
being capable of dining relative to said photosensitive drum so that the 
coupling axis inch -s relative to the drum axis; and 

iv) a regul 	'ng portion surrounding said coupling member to 
confine a range of the 	clination of said coupling member, wherein said 
regulating portion is pro,  cled with a portion that opens in a direction away 
from said drum axis and a ly from said developing roller, and 

wherein an angle b tween the coupling axis and the drum axis is 
larger when at least atpart of s' 	coupling member is in said portion that 
opens than when said coupling 	mber contacts another portion of said 
regulating portion. 

2. A process cartridge ac ording to Claim 1, wherein said 
coupling member includes a connection ,,d connected with said 
photosensitive drum, a free end, and a cone 	cting portion connecting said 
connection end and said free end with each o 	eri  and wherein at least a part 
of said connecting portion is capable of being i said portion that opens in 
the direction away from said drum axis and awa 	oni said developing 
roller. 

3. A process cartridge according to Ch • 12, wherein said 
connecting portion is in the form of a shaft extending alo z the coupling 
axis. 

4. A process cartridge according to Claim 2, whe 'in said 
regulating portion includes a guide portion that guides said coupl ‘tr member 
into said portion that opens in the direction away from said drum a 	and 
away from said developingrolier when said coupling member receiv- an 
external three toward said guide portion at a side opposite said guide po ion. 

5. A process cartridge according to Claim 4, wherein said 
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ide portion extends outwardly along a direction of the drum axis of said 
ph tosensitive drum. 

6. 	A process cartridge according to Claim 4, wherein said 
guide po ion guides said coupling member into said portion that opens in the 
direction a ay from said drum axis and away from said developing roller by 
contacting s' d free end of said coupling member. 

7. 	A pro •ss cartridge comprising: 
(i) a pho , sensitive drum rotatable about a drum axis thereof; 
(ii) a Total 'le developing roller configured to develop a latent 

image formed on said 	otosensitive drum; 
(iii) a coupling 	ember provided at an axial end portion of said 

photosensitive drum and r. • atable about a coupling axis thereof so as to 
transmit a driving forde to s.. photosensitive drum, said coupling member 
being capable of inclining vela ye to said photosensitive drum so that the 
coupling axis inclines relative to 	e drum axis, said coupling member 
having (ill-i) a first end portion co Aected to said photosensitive drum, (iii-ii) 
a second end portion, and (iii-iii) a ct meeting portion between said first end 
portion and said second end portion, 	•erein a maximum distance from the 
coupling axis to an outermost surface o 	.id connecting portion along a line 
perpendicular to the coupling axis is less t' t 	a maximum distance from the 
coupling axis to an outermost surface of sal . ,econd end portion along a line 
perpendicular to the coupling axis; and 

(iv) a regulating portion surrounding s' 'd coupling member to 
confine a range of the inclination of said coupling 	ember, 

wherein said regulating portion is provide 	with a portion that 
opens in a direction away from said drum axis and aw 	from said 
developing roller, and 

wherein an angle between the coupling axis and 	e drum axis is 
larger when at least a part of said connecting portion is in sa : • ortion that 
opens in a direction away from said. drum axis and away from ...lid 
developing rol let than when said coupling member contacts ano 	-r portion 
of said regulating portion. 

8. 	A process cartridge according to Claim 7, wherein sai 
regulating portion includes a guide portion that guides said coupling men eer 
into said portion that opens in a direction away from said drum axis and 
away from said developing roller when said coupling member receives an 
external force toward said guide portion at a side opposite said guide portion. 
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9, 	A process cartridge according to Claim 8, wherein said 
- tide portion extends outwardly along a direction of the drum axis of said 
ph 	osensitive drum. 

10. A process cartridge according to Claim 9, wherein said 
guide po • ton guides said coupling member into said portion that opens in a 
direction a ay from said drum axis and away from said developing roller by 
contacting sa 	free end of said coupling member. 

11. process cartridge according to Claim 8, wherein said 
guide portion guid- said coupling member into said portion that opens in a 
direction away from • i id drum axis and away from said developing roller by 
contacting said free en• of said coupling member. 

12. A piocess 	according to Claim 7, wherein said •rtridge 
connecting portion is in the . tn oh a shaft extending along the coupling 
axis. 

13. A process earth.., 	according to Claim 12, wherein said 
second end portion comprises a proje' ion, and said second end portion 
comprises an opening to a recess, with • id opening facing away from said 
connecting portion. 

14. A process cartridge accord 	. to Claim 7, wherein said 
second end portion comprises a projection, and did second end portion 
comprises an opening to a recess, with said opem r facing away from said 
connect' ng portion. 

15, 	A process cartridge according to Claim 	, wherein said first 
end portion of said coupling member has a maximum out -  dimension in a 
direction perpendicular to the coupling axis that is greater t i n the maximum 
outer dimension of said connecting portion of said coupling 13 	her. 

16. 	A process cartridge according to Claim 12, whet- 1 said 
first end portion of said coupling member has a maximum outer dim,  Ision in 
a direction perpendicular to the coupling axis that is greater than the 
maximum outer dimension of said connecting portion of said coupling 
member, 
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17, 	A process cartridge according to Claim 13, wherein said 
fi 	end portion of said coupling member has a maximum outer dimension in 
a di 	Bon perpendicular to the coupling axis that is greater than the 
maxi 	m outer dimension of said connecting portion of said coupling 
member. 

1 ' 	A process cartridge according to Claim 14, wherein said 
first end portio 	of said coupling member has a maximum outer dimension in 
a direction perpE, dicular to the coupling axis that is greater than the 
maximum outer di 	elision of said connecting portion of said coupling 
member. 

19. A proce 	cartridge according to Claim 7, wherein said first 
end portion of said couplin; member has a substantially spherical portion. 

20. A process ca 	dge according to Claim 12, wherein said 
first end portion of said coupling • ember has a substantially spherical 
portion. 

21. A process cartridge a iording to Claim 13, wherein said 
first end portion of said coupling merribe 	las a substantially spherical 
portion. 	, 

22. A process cartridge according • Claim 14, wherein said 
first end portion of said coupling member has a s bstantially spherical 
portion. 

23. A process cartridge according to Clai 	15, wherein said 
first end portion of said coupling member has a substanti. ly spherical 
portion. 

24. A process cartridge according to Claim 16, w 	ein said 
first end portion of said coupling member has a substantially spherical 
portion. 

25. A process cartridge according to Claim 17, wherein sa 
first end portion of said coupling member has a substantially spherical 
portion. 

26. A process cartridge according to Claim 18, wherein said 

first end portion of said coupling member has a substantially spherical 
portion, 



96 

What is claimed is: 
I. A process cartridge comprising: 
i) a photosensitive drum rotatable about a drum axis 

thereof; 
ii) a rotatable developing roller configured to develop a 

latent image formed on said photosensitive drum; 
iii) a coupling member provided at an axial end portion of 

said photosensitive drum and rotatable about a coupling 
axis thereof so as to transmit a driving force to said 
photosensitive drum, said coupling member being 
capable of inclining relative to said photosensitive drum 
so that the coupling axis inclines relative to the drum 
axis; and 

iv) a regulating portion surrounding said coupling member 
to confine a range of the inclination of said coupling 
member, 

wherein said regulating portion is provided with a portion. 
that opens in a direction away from said drum axis and 
away from said developing roller, and 

wherein an. angle between the coupling axis and the drum 
axis is larger when at least a part of said coupling mem-
ber Is in said portion that opens than. when said coupling 
member contacts another portion of said regulating por-
tion. 

2. A process cartridge according to claim 1, wherein said 
coupling member includes a connection ertd connected with 
said photosensitive drum, a free end, and a connecting portion 
connecting said connection end and said free end. with each. 
other, and 

wherein at least a part of said connecting portion is capable 
of being in said portion that opens in the direction away 
from said drum axis and away from said. developing 
roller. 

3. A process cartridge according to claim 2, wherein said 
connecting portiotis in the form of a shaft extending along 
the coupling axis. 

4. A process cartridge according to claim 2, wherein said 
regulating portion Includes a guide portion that guides said 
coupling member into said portion that opens in. the direction 
away from said drum axis and away from said developing 
roller when said coupling member receives on external force 
toward said guide portion at a side opposite said guide por-
don. 

S. A process cartridge according to claim 4, wherein said 
guide port ion extends outwardly along a direction ofthe3 dri i M. 

axis of said photosensitive drum. 
6. A process cartridge according to claim 4, wherein said 

guide portion guides said coupling member into said portion 
that opens in the direction away from said drum axis and away 
from said developing roller by contacting said free end of sa id 
coupling member. 


