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A process cartridge comprising:
i) a photosensitive drum rotatable about a drum axis thereof
it) a rotatable developing roller configured to develop a laient

\ 2 coupling member provided at an axial end portion of said
photosensilivg drum and rotatable about a coupling axis thercof so as to

confine a range of the \clination of said coupling member, wherein said
regulating portion is proWded with a portion that opens in a dircction away
from said drum axis and away from said developing rollet, and

wherein an angle byiween the coupling axis and the drum axis is
larger when at least agpart of siNd coupling membetr is in said portion that
opens than when said coupling mmber contacts another portion of said

regulating portion.

2. A process carfridge ackprding to Claim 1, wherein said
coupling member includes a connection @gd conneeted with said
photosensitive drum, a free end, and a contNeting portion connecting said
connectiont end and said free end with each oNger; and wherein at least a part
of said connecting pottion is capable of being INsaid portion that opens in
the direction away from said drum axis and awayNFom said developing
rollet,

2, wherejn said
s the coupling

3. Anprocess cattridge according to Clai
connecting portion is in the form of a shatt extending alo
axis.

4. A process cartridge according to Claim 2, whelin said
regulating portion includes a guide portion that guides said couplg member
into said portion that opens in the direction away from said drum axNg and
away Trom said developingroller when said coupling member reccivexan
external force toward said guide portion at a side opposite said guide poXdon.

5. A process cartridge according to Claim 4, wherein said
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Nide portion extends outwardly along a direction of the drum axis of said
ph¥tosensitive drum,

6. A process carlridge according to Clajim 4, wherein said
guide poXion guides said coupling member into said portion that opens in the
direction agay from said drum axis and away from said developing roller by
conlacting sNd free end of said coupling member.

$s cartridge comprising:

(1) a2 phoNsensitive drum rotatable about a drum axis thereof;

(1) a rotafaQle developing roller configured to develop a latent
image formed on said Naotosensitive drum;

(iii) & coupling\nember provided at an axial end portion of said
photosensitive drum and ratable about a coupling axis thereof so as to
transmit a driving force to sakd photosensitive drum, said coupling member
being capable of inclining relaye to said photosensitive drum so that the
coupling axis inclines relative to\pe drum axis, said coupling member
having (iii-i) a first end portion corxiected to said photosensitive drum, (iii-ii)
a second end portion, and (iii-iii) a cdpnecting portion between said first end
portion and said second end portion, wRerein a maximum distance from the
coupling axis to an outermost surface of¥aid connecting portion along a line
- perpendicular to the coupling axis is less thgn a maximum distance from the
coupling axis to an outermost surface of saidecond end portion along a line
perpendicular to the coupling axis; and

(iv) a regulating portion surrounding sXd coupling member to
confine a range of the inclination of said coupling ember,

wherein said regulating portion is provided\with a portion that
opens in a direction away from said drum axis and away from said
devcloping roller, and

whercin an angle between the coupling axis and Ne drum axis is

of said regulating portion,

8. A process cartridge according to Claim 7, wherein sai
regulating portion includes a guide portion that guides said eoupling men
into said portion that opens in a direction away from said drum axis and
away from said developing roller when said coupling member recefves an
external force toward said guide portion at a side opposite said guide portion.
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9. A process cartridge according to Claim 8, wherein said
lide portion extends outwardly along a direction of the drum axis of said
ph3osensitive dram.

10. A process cartridge according to Claim 9, wherein said
guide poXion guides said coupling member into said portion that opens ina
direction aWay from said drum axis and away from said developing roller by
contacting sa\d free end of said coupling member.

13. X process cartridge according to Claim 8, wherein said
guide portion guides said coupling member into said portion that opens in a
direction away from Mid drum axis and away from said developing roller by
contacting said {ree end\of said coupling member.

12. A process Nartridge according to Claim 7, wherein said
connecting portion is in the foym of a shaft extending along the coupling
axis.

13. Aproceqs cartri accmdmg 10 Claim 12, wherein said
second end portion comprises a projeNion, and said second end portion
comprises an opening to a recess, with 'd opening facing away from said
connecting portion,

14. A process cartridge accordiNg to Clajm 7, wherein said
second end portion comprises a projection, and Yaid second end portion
comprises an opening 1o a recess, with said opening facing away from said
connecting portion.

15, A process cartridge according to ClainNJ, wherein said first
end portion of said coupling member has a maximum out\dimension in a
direction perpendicular to the coupling axis that is greater thign the maximum
outer dimension of said connecting portion of said coupling m\mber.

16. A process cartridge according to Claim 12, whevdia said
first end portion of said coupling membey has a maximum outer din\asion in
a direction perpendiculat to the coupling axis that s greater than the
maximum outer dimension of said connecting pottion of said coupling
member,
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17. A process cartridge according to Claim 13, whercin said
- end portion of said coupling member has a maximum outer dimension in
tion perpendicular to the coupling axis that is greater than the
m outer dimension of said connecting portion of said coupling

first end portion of said coupling\pember has a substautially sphetical

portion.

- 21, A process cartridge ac\ording to Claim 13, wherein said
first end portion of said conpling membeNhas a substantially spherical
portion.

22. A process cartridge accordingNp Claim 14, whercin said
first end portion of said coupling member has a s\bstantially spherical
portion.,

23. A process cartridge aceording to Clail\15, wherein said
first end portion of said coupling member has a substantiNly spherical
portion.

ein said
ezl

24. A process cartridge according to Claim 16, w
first end portion of said coupling member has a substantially sph
portion.

25. A process carlridge according to Claim 17, wherein sa
first end portion of said coupling member has a substantially spherical
portion,

26. A process cartridge according to Claim 18, wherein said

st end portion of said coupling member has a substantially spherical
portion,
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What is claimed is:

1. A process cartridge comprising:

i) a photosensitive drum rotatable about a drum axis
thereolf;

ii) a m'tsxiab;kc developing roller configured to develop a
latent image formed on said photosensitive drum:;

i) a coupling member provided at an axial end portion of
said photosensitive drum and rotatable about a coupling
axis thereof so as to transmit a8 driving force to said
photosensitive drur, said coupling member being
capable of inclining rclalwc to said photosensitive drusn

s0 that tlie coupling axis inclines relative to the drum
axis; and

iv) a regulating portion surrounding said coupling member
1o confine a range of the inclination of said coupling
member,

wherein said regulating portion is provided with a portion
that opens i a direction avway from said drum axis and
away from said developing roller, and

wherein an angle between the coupling axis and the drum
axis is larger when at least a part ol said coupling mem.
ber is in said portion that opens than when said coupling
member contacis another portion of said repulating por-
tion.

2. A process cartridge according, to claim 1, wherein said
coupling member includes a connection end connected with
said photosensitive drorn, a free end, and a connecting portion
connecting said connection end and said free end with each
other, and

wherein at least a part of said connecting portion is capable
of being in said portion that opens in the direction away
from said drum axis and away from said developing
roller.

3. A procogs carridge according to claim 2, wherein said
connecting portion is in the form of a shaft extending along
the coupling axis.

4. A process cartridge according to claim 2, wherein said
regulating, portion includes a guide portion that guides saicd
coupling member into said portion that opens in the direction
away from said drurm axis and away from said developing
roller when said coupling member receives an external force
toward said guide portion at a side opposite said guide por-
tion.

5. A process cartridge according to claim 4, wherein said
guide portion extends outwardly along a direction ofthe dram
axis of said photosensitive dram.

6. A process cartridge according to ¢laim 4, wherein said
guide portion guides said coupling member into said portion
that opens inthe direction sivway from said drum axis and away
Trom said developing roller by contacting said free end of said

coupling member.




