
Electromechanical microstructures (70) (microgrippers), either integrated
circuit (IC) silicon-based or precision machined, to ex- tend and improve
the application of catheter- based interventional therapies for the repair
of aneuysms in the brain or other interven- tional clinical therapies.
These micromech- anisms can be specifically applied to re- lease platinum
coils or other materials into bulging portions of the blood vessels also
known as aneurysms. The "micro" size of the release mechanism is necessary
since the brain vessels are the smallest in the body. Through a catheter
more than one meter long, the micromechanism located at one end of the
catheter can be manipulated from the other end thereof. The microgripper
(mi- cromechanism) of the invention will also find applications in
non-medical areas where a remotely actuated microgripper or similar
actuator would be useful or where micro- assembling is needed.    


