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WAGERING AFPARATUS, METHODS AND SYSTEMS
BACKOGROUND

There are a range of betting and ottery products in the market. For example, there are

N
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pure pool betiing products, such as the Pick 6 borse racing product in the United States and
the Scoop & racing product {among othors) in the United Kingdom. There ave also sports
betting products such as soceer individual pames and/or pool wagering products. Pick 6 and

Seoop © provides a six fop jackpot type bet that way also include a bonus pool and

consofation prizes. The product type is relatively successful and provides plavers with a

s
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chance to win a large sum by betting on six races on a given rage day. Sionilar multiple

v

wol wagering is allowed for other fypes of racing ovents and multiple sports events.
n the United Kingdom, there also presently exisis a free o play game offered by
Skyh@{, the “Soper § whereby players are allowed 1o make just one set of soceer correet

ections to try {0 win a guaranteed payout. The Super 6 also has some similarities to

i
%
Q
3
%
(P-

ools product but is difforent in that i i3 not predicting draws and only

§
six selections are necessavy. Many countries have similar pool products where players are
asked to select winners in six or seven borse or dog races and can win a share of a large pool.
In the United States, numercus states have lotterics where plavers select for example six
numbers and purchase a fottery ticket for a specific drawing. There is also a "Mega Millions”
game in which several states participate in a2 pooled jackpot. The correet selection of alt six
numbers allows thi tieket bear'%r' to claim all or 8 portion of the pooled jackpot, depending on

%

the number of winning tickets,

The traditional socoer pools products in the Uniled Kingdom offer a large pavouot if
the plaver can select a large manber of matches that resull in a draw ~ particularly & seore

-

draw. Within socoer beting, correct score betting is the sccond most popular market after the

central Home/Draw/Away CHAVA™Y markets. A prominent Usnied Kingdom based befling
and gaming company recently reported that 84% of its vetail {Le. in betting shops) soceer bets
were coupon based accumulators. Almost 90% of those are on four-fuld and above. A four-

foid s four selections, so 90% of the bets arc on four selections and more. By comparison, in

ouline betting, twice as many bets are singles 8% is the case in betting shops, and only 35%

3

are four-fold and above,
Within this market scogmens, there is g need for new products to generate and maintain
CORSINEYr Inforest,
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The present disclosure is divected to a market gap for the creation of a unique betting
product where plavers make selections n 2 number of different legs which, as defined below,
can include any of g varlety of different disorete events {e.g., an auto race), partial events

{c.g.. an inning of g baschball game, a set in tenuis), components of events (e.g., one of more at

bats by a particular player in baseball game or numbers selected in a particslar position in a

fottery drawing), multiple independent events (e.g., two footbsll games that may occur

sequentially or concurrently} and/or compilations of events {v.g., a champlonsbip series).
Those players who correctly seleet all (or some predefined portion} of the winners of sach leg
have an opporfunity to solely obtain and/or share in the proceeds of the stakes of all {he other
playvers, less any applivable deduction to cover operating costs and/or operator profit, and
have the Gp;:sormnit.},f o win a prize. Por example, in muiti-leg event pools, prizes may include
without Hmit a full or fractional portion of & Jackpot Pool (2.g., for all correct selections),
potentially a Bonus Pool {eg., for one additional oulcome the following week, game, or
event) and/or a possible Cmsoiaiim Pool {e.g., for a subset of correct selections, or other
pre-defined forms of partial correctness, such as, for exarople: did @ horse place for
consolation, rather than win for jackpot).  As another example, if the multi-leg event
accommnodates accunulator or parlay wagering, the playvers that corvectly select the oulcomes
of each leg {or any other number of designated legs, for instance) have av opporiunity to
solely obtain and/or share one or more prizes,

In either case, if no player selects a correct winning combination of resulls, as one
examiple, the amounts staked available to win may be carried forward umtil 8 next betting
evele, for example the next week, and may be available to win by anyone selecting 8 cowvect
comnbination of outcomes, or alternatively all or any portion of the amounts staked available
10 win may be retafued by an operator or other designated entity. As should be understood,

although not expleitly disclosed herein, there are many other ouitcome for how the amounts

staked available to win may be handled endior disposed of, and should be constdeved

However, to ensure that a significant prize is availsble in the first ovele or first week
or after & prize is claimed, in one example it is conternplated that there may be an operator

N

guaranteed amount available o win ecach time the games are plaved, at least ontit significant

Notably, various implementations may be betting scenarios or alternatively in other
implementations players may choose 1o play just for fun, where no stakes are actually

wagesed.
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A unigue differentiator of the product of the prosent disclosure may be that at any

H

desired time after initiation of an event (such as at any time after a “ticket™ is purchased until

completion of an event, afler cach log has beon completed, between legs, including

F

potentially as 8 leg is “in-play™, and/or during a designated span of tme before, during andfor

affer awy of the legs), any desived number of plavers who remain oligible for a prize {and

potentially those still eligible for bonus andfor consolation prizes) or to win or have correct
{win} predictions for each of the events or legs that are completed, may be offered a “buy-

3
at

out” or an opportunily 10 sell their tokets (in whole or alicrnatively may be in part {Le., 8
fractional amount} to the game operator or through the game oporator {or aternatively
divectivy to a third party {c.2., one or more system operator(s), business entity or entities such

$a

gs g merchani(s), one or mere other persons, other player(s), gte.). Thus, for example, the
game operator {or any other entity) may offer the player a fractional amount of the potential
Iackpot Pool 1o buy the ticket for the still pending game(s) and thereby provide the player the
opportunity to cash in and avold the risk of being eliminated on a later leg or the final event.
In other examples, a ticket held by players may be comprised of one oy more divisions, and
the buy-out offer or sale may involve just certain divisions of the ticket, so that those
divisions are sold but the player retains ownership of the remaining divisions of the ticket. In
vet another example, a ticket hald by a player may include an accumulator or parlay wager, in

\

which case the plaver seay recelve {or initiate) a boy-out offer or sale for & fractional amount

afier any of'the legs g}f‘ufsf: by the wager have been camp?m:ed.

In addition 1o the Jackpot Pool or final Jackpot, there are other pools that could form

part of the pool game. Part of the amount staked could be reserved o provide one or more

¥
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Consolation Pool(s) which may be won by those whu correctly select a portion of the correct
outcomes or another consolation scenarfo,  As an example, g playver may be eligible for a

-

Consolation Pool by selecting “any 37 of & Brecder’s Cup Pick 6 poel, 3 of 7such as V75 (»
Swedish m uiﬁ»ieg pooi bet based on the sport of “trotting’), or every selection “placed™ in the
event every selection did not win, as Is the consolations in the UK scoopé.  In addition,
another part of the amout staked could be reserved to provide a Bonus Pool which will be
avaitable to winners of the main pool, if they are able 1o select additional outcomes after they
have successfully won the Jackpot Pool.  In addition, the players that correctly select the
winners of any nnmber of logs can also win one or move interim Jackpois that cecurs priey (o
completion of the event. Thus, the amount staked for the various interim fackpots would be

different than the final Jackpot, which occurs where there s a winner{s) of the last leg that
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gocurs af the end of the event. When cither of these pools are offered, any purchaser of a

ticket such as the o

43

rerator discussed above would become the owner of the rights in the ticket

i-rﬂ

with respect {0 the opportenity to win the Consolation Pool(s), interim Jackpot(s) or Bonus

FiG, 1 is a schematic represemation of a wagering svstemy hardware and network
connected to various wagering stations or wagering terminals and other devices which may
be used in accordance with an aspect of the present disclosure,

FIG, 2 is a more detailed schematic

)

cprosentation of the wagering system hardware
and network that controls the operation of the system of FIG. 1.

FEG. 3 s a block diagram of the functional architocture of a program for the wagering
systens hardware of Fig. 2.

FH3. 4 is o table depicting goal expectancy for six yvars across the main soccer
feagues and the World Cap. FHG 5 s an exemplary flow chart of the logic of the software
subroutine program of the central server systen.,

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

i

he present disclosure is directed to a now betting product developed for a wide range
of applications, including any event where betting may be milired or even scenarios where
play is just for fun, such as, and without Hmitation, any type of actusl or virtual sporting
event or any type of game; for instance, ong implementation may apply o the most globally

bet upon sport in the world, seccer and specifically United Kinggdom Premier League socger.
The concept, however, has more widespread applications and potential appeal, and thus &
may be applicd 10 other types of sporting events {Le,, American foothall, horse ras;:in,g, car
racing, hockey, baseball, basketball, lacrosse, wrestling,
being expanded to other events such as games (hoth virtual and real), im:i*scaiﬂg put not
timited fo, virtual and real card games (e.g. jacks, poker, blackjack, Texas hold

lotteries, racing, siot machines and other multi-legfmulti-eventsimulii-outcoms or divisible

(such as games or sets in lennis, inmdngs it baseball, efc), or any combinations of

desired events. Further, the betting prodoct of the present disclosure s suitable for "betling

(G

for fun,” which is betting with no actual stakes af risk.

FIG. 1 is a schematic of an exemplary wagering system havdvare and network that
will be used herein (o describe and ilusteate one implementation of the present disclosure.
The system includes a network, including a system controller, for example, such as based on

a central server system 12 being inferconnected through the internet 1§ fo a plurality of wager
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input devices such as wagering stations 14, wagering terminals {including self-service
wagering teyminals) 16, and intornet connecied computing systems 18, smart phones 28,

tablet computers 37 and televisions 24 each of which is representative of a plurality of each

type of wager input device {o.g, wagering stations 14A-N), As should be understood the torm

X
“systewn controller™ shoold be broadly construed {o comprise any hardwsre device or devices
that fncludes at least one central processing unit (CPL) or other processing device and
associated memory,  As will also be discnssed below, the concepts horein may also be

O gamning machine 26 & depig‘;t@d as an additional input device

applied o gaming machines,

-’./"

to the central server system |2 i Fig, 1. The term “log™ as used hercin should be broadly
comstrued and may comprise any desired number of individual components of any type of

event, such asany type of game or sporting event. For example, and without limitation, a leg

&

47

may comprise a sporting event in s entively, such as a spceer game, American football game,

g

wovse tace, car race, hockey game, baseball game, basketball game, lacrosse game, wrestling
mateh, ete.,, any portion of 8 sporting event, such as an inning of baseball, a half of g soccer
game, a single horse race, a guarter of an American football game, a single wrestling mateh,
gte., an oocurrence within an event or game, such as a particular player scoring 8 goal {(e.g., in
hockey or soccer) or g particuiar player getling a hit in a baseball game, or a combination of
games or events such as the World Series in baseball or any other sports playoff series. In

3

addition, ss an example and without Hmitation, & leg may vomprise any desived number of
individual compounents of any game or a game in it entirety, virtual and real, such as, for
instance, and without Hmitation, Reno, jacks, poker, blackjack, Texas hold ‘em, racing, video
games {including Hyve and online video games, as examples), siot machines and lotteries, ete.
As one example, with respect to slot machines, a separate leg may correspond to each reel
{whether virtual or mechanical), or any particular number or designated reely, of the slot
machine, As another example, with respect to a loltery, & separate leg may correspond 1o
cach Heny, or any partionlar number or designeied iems, used o determine who may have

3

won a given lottery, such as numbered balls, As another example, with respegt 10 a card

b
H

game {g.g., whether virual or mechanical, ole ), 8 separate leg may correspond o sach card,
or any particuiar number or designatend cards, that are played in a given card game. As should
be understood, however, the amount and nature of the individual components that comprises
a log may vary widely in a given application as may be desived, such as ranging anywhere
from one {Le., an ontire event) 1o a plurality of individual components (L.e, parts of an ovent,
such as veels of a slot machine, nombers in a lottery, cards in & card game, portions of 2 game

or sporting event, eic.).
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The wager stations 14 and wagering terminals 16 of FH3 | are depicted in an

exemplary only embodiments, but as known in the art they may include a support sirteture,

¥ B « o £
housing or cabinet which provides support for a plurality of displays, inpuis, controls and

other features of a conventional wager terminal, The wagering stations 14 may be configured
so that users ¢an be the party placing a wager, while the wagering terminals 16 may be
configured for an operator at g commercial location such as a store or betting {aciiity. The
wager stations 14 and wagering terminals 16 may be positioned on a base or stand or can be
configured as g table-top which & user can operate preferably while sitting. The wagering
stations 14 and wagering terminals 16 may further include a device for accepling & monetary
value associated with a wager wherein the device may include, for example, & coln collector,

by

a bill collector or @ card reader. The wagering stations 14 and wagering terminals 16 may

further inclode one or move of 8 display, a card reader/writer and/or a ticket and/or voucher

printer to visually display, store on g card and/or a player account(s), andfor print wager
receipts and potentially vouche repmscm? ag cash-out values and successtul play awards
{c.g., an Taward” or “awards” as defined herein shall be broadly construed and shall include,
without hmibtation, a designated currency, virtual currency, tokens, oredits, coupons, serviees,
personal or real property, virtual property, assets, investraents, negotiable fustruments {Such
as checks, mmmoéitias,, food, lodging, entertainment, slioviation of ohligations, gaming

opportunitioy, wager snhancement andior any other benefit(s) or portions thereof that niay be

provided or otherwise offered to a player). The wagering stations 14 and wagering terminals

ey
[,

16 may also include a ticket or voucher reader and/or & dispenser for dispensing » wmonetary
amount, such as, without limitation, cash, virtual carrency and/or tokens, eto. For example,
the ticket or voucher reader may be adapted fo read and allocate credits or other value
associated with a ticket or voucher to one oy wore plavers and/or player accounts, The bill
collector, ticket or voucher reader and dispenser may be separste or integrated into g single
sub-unit.

The wager stations 14 and wagering terminals 16 preferably include st least one

processor, such 85 & microprocessor, a microcontrotler-based platform, a suitable integrated

V]/,':}

circuit or oine or more application-specific integrated civeuits (ASIC'S). The processor is in
communication with or pporable to access or to exchange signals with at least one data
. The processor and the memory device reside within the cabinet.
The memory device stoves program code and instructions, executable by tha processor, 1o
control the wager stations 14 and wagering terminals 16 and commauanicate with the central

server system 12, The memory device also stores other data such as image data, cvent data,
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user input dala, ticket tracking assignment generators, pay-table data or information and

applicable rules that relate © the operation of the wager stations 14 and wagering terminals

Cl,

16 and the particular type of buy-out meethod and process deseribed herein,

-»4

It is also contomplated that an ogerator or a player can use & computing system 18,
suach as a deskiop computer, a lapiop porsonal computer, o personal digital assistant (PDA S or
smariphone 20, portable tablet computing device 22, or other computerized piaaé‘m‘m oF

interactive web-enabled television 24 to access the central server system 12 via a netwo

7

tdermnel or infraned, so ay o initiate a wager and access the

f'b

coltertive wagering pool. 1o this
implementation, ¥ is contemplated the users” devices would also receive messages and the
buy-out offers discussed below from the pool operator via the central server system 12, so
that the individua! user could participate in the wagering system and buy-hack option via the
user’s connected devic

it is contemiplated that the wager stations 14, wager terminals 16 and/or personal
computing systems 18, as well as the smart phones 28, tablet coraputers 22 and televisions 24
disclosed herein may be operable over a wired or wircless network, such as part of 8 wired or

3

wireless wagering syster. I this embodiment, the computing systems {8 may be a hand
held device, 2 mobile device or any other suitable wireless device that enables a user io
participate in the pooled wagering systern af any suitable location. It is contemplated that the
computing systems 18 or at feast the server system as disclosed herein may be a device tha
has obtained approval fom a regulatory agency or commission ov a device that has not
ohiained or require approval from a regulatory agency or commission. PG, 2 is s more
detatled schematic representation of the wagering system hardwars of the central server
system 12 that controls the operation of the system of FIG. 1. The central server system 12
may include one or more rack mounted server computers 120 each with at least one central
processing anit {CPLY) or other processing device and associsted memory. As an example
paly, the rdck mounted server comymtters 128 of FIG. 2 may be PowserBEdge R430 Rack
Chassis devices having a 300 GB hard drive, one or two Inte! Xeon E5-2430 processors, 24
GB memories with RAID connectivity using a RAID controller card, One or move of the
computers 120 may also include an input device, an output device and a driver for a display
device. The computers 120 within the central server system 12 are shown as being havdwived
to cach other and to the intornset, but the respective computers or portions of the network may
mclude either wived andfor wireless comnectivity to the internet, fo an infranet o an
alternative networked communication system, such as, for example and withowt Hmitation, .a

cloud-based system, an aulonontic system, a client—server based system, a grid based system,

'FZ‘:
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a mainframe based system, & utility based system,  a peer-to-peer based systomy, a cloud

aming based system, or any other suitable types of system architectures, lopographies or

7%

onfigurations.
fn addition to the respective computers 120, the central server system as depicted i
FIG. 2 includes one or more, and in this example, two network switches 122 and two frewall
devices 124, The network switches 122 may for exampie be Hewlett Packard model 2810-
480G Switches snd the frewall devices 124 may be Cisco Model ASA 3520 Srewalls and

associgted sofbwars. As iHustrated, she frewslt devicss 124 are interconnecied 1o each pther

3

-
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to the intemnet, and each firewall device 124 18 also connected 1o one of the network

[

swiiches 122,

The setwork switches 122 are connected to the respective computers 120, which as

shown may be divided into logical functions to control certain aspects of the operation of the
wagering sysiem which may be best understood in connection with the block diagram of the

functional archifecture of the program for the wagering system iHustrated in Fig, 3. In FIG.

bed

2, there may be provided a redundancy for the respective computers 120 such that as shown
there are two computers 120 for each of the tasks, and the redundani computers 120 are

nterconnecte
As Hllustrated in FIG. 2, there are five pairs of s:ma‘ipm.@rs depicted interconngcted
through 2 bus, and through the bus to switches 127, The five pairs inclede computers 1204,

associated with the web interface and connectivity, computers 1208 associated with the Mid-

e

ey

Tier program, computers 120C for a database; computers 1200 for a Tote program and
compuisrs 120 providing the management interface for the ceatral server system, all as
described in more detail below In connection with Fig. 3, The computers 1208 are shown

fed

including # workstation 126 including an input device such as a keyboard and an output or
Visplay device such as a monitor. Also, the respective computers need not be jocated in the
samae facility, thus for example the computers 1200 providing the Tote functionality may be

g the Mid-Tier functionality,

remote from the computers 1208 providing

The central server system 12 of FIGS. | and 2 may include sofiware programs for
software functionality such as registration, deposit taking, withdrawals, account
sections that may include currem and provious bet histories, fixtures, results, historical data,
refes and regolations,  These types of software programs having these functionalities are in
place in various totalizer facilities and are thus known in the art. However, FIG. 3 s provided

%
H

to further lustrate the process steps of the program and operation of the central server

system 12 associated with the pool wagering systems contemplated by the present disclosure.
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The program for the knowsn functiomality of a totalizer facility noted sbove would be
incorporated in the Micro Tote 408 program. as discussed further below.
PHG. 3 rvepresenix an exemplary functional architecture of s program hosted or

supported by the cendral server system 12, The core program is represenied by the center

g

block jdentifted as the “Mid Tier™ program 402, The Mid Tier program 402 interacts with

the vespective customer and website administrator inpul programs in the lef side block

X

identified as the Website program 404, as well as the accounting programs In the right side

e

block identified as the Micre Tote program 408, The Mid Tier program 402 communicates

using an “Application Progravn  Interfhes™ hereinafier “APLY allowing bi-directional

vy

commnmunication o, and through, the Mid Tier program 402, as represented by the Merchang
AP 406 as between the Website program 404 and the Mid Tier program 402, and the Tote
APL 410 as between the Micro Tote program 408 and the Mid Tier progranm 402, reference

2

The Mid Tier program 402, as shown wm FIG 3, may include a Merchant APL 420

the Mid Tier program 402 may be itsell a dedicated stand-alone server system and program
for hosting the pool based wagering system of the present disclosure, or the subroutines
enicpie to the pool based wagering system of the present disclosure may be added to a server
system and program that also hosts other types of wagering pools.
As depicted in the Merchant 420 program box, there may be several HTTP POST

request sub-routings incloding a Flace Bet POST 430, Tickst Enguiry POST 432, Available

offers POST 434, Accept Offer POST 436, Decline Offer POST 438, The Place Bet POST
430 routine s osed to place a bet on the Operator system.  The Ticket Enguiry POST 432
routing Is used to confinm that a ticket has been sold on the Operator system. The Available
offers POST 434 routine is used to determine what bet trading offers are currently available
tor the customer, The Aceept Offer POST 436 routine is used to accept an offer. The Decline
Oifer POST 438 routine is used to decline an offer.

As depicted in the Merchant AP 429 program boy, the sysiem may gonerate several

file updates jncluding 8 Competition Summary FILE 440, a {;Tm*s}pe{‘itiim Detail FILE 442, »

s

ool Change FILE 444, a Fixture Change FILE 446, g Competition Change FILE 448 and a
Ticket Payouts FILE 436, The Competition Sunmary FILE 440 routine holds § summary Hst
of the available competitions Tt is updated when new competitions are added, old ones are

deleted, or when the stafus or cwrrent fixture changes. The Competition Detail FILE 442

routine hokds details about the competition. The Pool Change FILE 444 rouwtine holds details



WO 2014/060850 PCT/IB2013/003028

on pool-ievel information changes on & competition. The Fixture Change FILE 446 routine
holds details when fixture-level changes on a competition, The Competition Change FILY
448 routine bolds details when compeotltion-level information changes. The Ticket Payouts

I

£

LE 450 routine holds details for each pool as its siatus becomes official,

o

3 1

The Mid Tier program 402, as shown i FIG. 3, includes most oritically the Cash-in
422 program, which itself may include the Offers Generation 452 routine, the Offers 454

A

ronttine and the Tickets 436 routine. The Cash-hiy 422 program is vesponsible for determining

when an offer o buy-out a ticket holder will be made, and the price that will be offered,
Within the Cashein 422 program, the Offers Generation 432 routine 15 the trading engine that,

~

when triggered, will generate a set of offers over all of the tickets that are still potential

winners and they publish the offers and receive/process the acceplance of these offers via the
Merchant AP 420, The Offers 434 routine stoves all the offer made, sccepted and declined,
The Tickets 456 routing stores all the tickets for a pool and who the rightful owner is.
Further, the Mid Tier program 402, as also shown in FIG. 3, may include the Administration
424 program, which itself may include a Create Read Update Delete (CRUD) Merchants 460
routing, Trading Risk Management 463 routing, Stop Trading 464 routine, Beporting 466
routine, Probabilities 488 routine and Random Number Generator (RNG) Logic 470 routine,
The Merchants 460 rontine 88 1o create, read, update and delete third party Merchant delails
within the Mid Tier. The Trading Risk Managoment 462 routine is o allow the control and
moniforing of cash-in trading, The Stop Trading 464 routine is to allow cash-in trading to be

~

oed if required. The Reporting 466 routing i for calculating and reporting on settlement

¥

3o

=

N

with Merchant systems. The Probabiliies 468 routing is for the uploading of probabilities

used i the trading calculations. The RNG Logic 470 routine is use for QuickPick bets.

Traditionsl quick pieks generally allocate selections to people either randomly as

prevalent in jotteries {where each number bas egual probability of being drawn), or in-line

.

with some estimated probabilities such as horse racing (or other event where osteomes do not

have equal probability or prospectsy, 1 is intended that quick picks in the nitis] fterstions of
these games may or may not be in fact SMART PICKS, @y that 2 quick pick will only be
allocated o the clzmi if it has & relatively realistic chance of providing the winning owtcome

- sy -

and i a relative sense to the size of the pool {which may be fixed or variable {e.g.. based on

&

the public spend) or guavantec. For example, In the sev

{ 0 log correct SCOre gamie, sOTe
outcomes are joss than Imillion-to-one, where other outcomes are groater than | wrillion-to-
one. The smart pick will not allocate a golek pick ticket to a client undess 1§ is within a

£ o

cevtain multiple of the pool size, say five times. As such, when the pool is £5 million, alf £1

10
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quick picks (smart picks) will only be allocated o clionts wanting a quick piek {smart pick),
if they are less than 25 milllon-to-one. The reason for this smart pick adjustment is o ensure
that smart pick players are not grossly disadvaniaged by being allocated a random ticket with
potentially very minimal probability of success, especially in reactions 1o the pool size.

in an aliernate embodiment, the probability of penerating 8 particular quick picks
{smart picks) ticket may be proportional to the probability of cach outcome winning in
addition o the smart picks caps described above. Other implementations with respect {0
QuickPicks/'SMART PICKS that are commercially known and not deseribed hevein may also
be wiilized as desived,

Now referring to the left side block of FIG. 3, the Website program 404 may be
represented a5 including subprograms for 8 oser interface 480 representing a dedicated

)

website onn which wagers may be emered for example by 2 customer using a persounal

£

computer or alternatively a wagering lerminal as discussed above. Onee logged into the
website, the user interface 480 provides a registration and login routine 482, an account
funding routine 484, a player protection voutine 486 and a betting interface routine 488, The
gser interface 480 also provides a routine to allow interconnection with & payment provider

1.

498, for example WORLUPAY®, providing a securs method by which payments for wagers

may he sebmitted. The user interface 480 may also provide routines to provide a customer
fodger 492, custormer statements 494 and currency exchange rate calculator 496,

As an alternative to the customer using a dedicated website, i is contemplated that the
users could fieract with 8 Merchant Microsite 500, representing {or exampie an established
betting hounse or parlor having #s own customer base and methods of collecting wagers and
paying dishursenients from aud to players. These types of Merchant Microsties 500 would be
provided with their own Merchant APL 406 for communicating with the server hosting the
Mid Tier 402 program. The Merchant Microsites 500 Include routines for single sign on 302

to the wagering pool and a payment AP 504 to assist in the respective accounting functions

X

the Merchant Microsite S04 and the host of the pool wagering

yrr)

as between the operaior o
systent hosted on the central sevver system 12,

As also reflected in the Wehasite program 404, the Administrative {Admin) Console

SHO routing is provided to wanage the User laterface 480, The Admin Console 310 routine,

operated by the website administrator, may include an Account Management 512 routing for

]

managing customer acesunt details, a Payment Reconeiliation 514 routine fiw administration
of customer deposits and withdrawals with a payment provider ltke WORLDPAY®, a

Costomer Relationship Management (CRM) 516 routine for managing sales, marketing and

11
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(94

customer service interactions with customers and a Content Management System {TMS) 518

routine for the creation, editing and publishing on content on the Website 404,

,:(

Now reforring o the right side block of FIG, 3, the Micro Tote 408 routine is the
program squivalent 1o a8 “Tolisator” which receives, caloulates and provides a display
output for all hats made in 2 given progressive pool bet system. The Micro Tote 408 routing

may thus include a Gateway 520 program, a Memory Grid 322 program, a Central Repository

k]
F:N

program and an Administration 326 program. The Gateway 3520 program includes a

X

-y
YA

routine posting the wagering card 5330, semming all of the \.vagering 532, providing updates

534, and caleulating cach potential payout 336, The Gateway 526 program also mcludes a
routine for pooling and accumulating all of the Gateway Ticke 538' vhich is the master

routine for each bet that has been placed and accepted in the pool.

Also within the Micro Tote 408 is a Memory Grid 522 program that includes a Pool
Collations 340 routine.  The Pool Collations 540 routine calcnlates and continuousty
recalonlates the odds as sach bet is placed and accepted, and as each event ressll occurs
within the pool, 50 as to determine the odds with respect to sach remaining active ticket

< -

within the pool bet.  The odds and all information calculated by the Pool Collations 340
routing is routed through the Tote APE 410 o the Mid-Tier 402, and specifically to the
Merchant APE 420, Cash-in 422 and Administration 424 routines.

Alse within the Micre Tote 408 is a Central Repository 524 program that includes a
teket History 542 routine, The Ticket History 542 routine vetains a complete record of each
bet placed, sach respective ticket, all payouts, and alt unpaid credits for all of the respective
pools. The information within the Ticket History 542 routine may be maintained primarily

for the benetit of regulators and/oroversight organizations and taxing agencies.

,

Finally, the Micro Tote 408 may also include an Administration 526 program that

nelades routines for Message Queue 344 which is for ster-process communications within

the Micro Tote, CUreale Read Lpdate Delete {CRUD) Wager Card 546 is for setiing up the
event information that will be wagered on, Manual Events 548 is for mannsily munaging
updates o ovents, CRUD Merchants 350 35 for create, read, update and delete third party
Merchant information on the Micro Tote, reports 552 is for settloment reports for the Micro
Tote and Data Feeds 554 {s for third party event feeds.

With respect to the software programs of Fig, 3, and with respect i the respective
computers of Fig. 2, computers 1204 drive the cousumer websites 458, yoerchant microsites
360 and the website administratinn console 310, computers 1208 host the main Mid-Tier

program for driving the merchant AP 420, cash-in 422 and mid-tier administration console

12
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3

424, computers 128 host the program for physically ma mmmm g the Customer Ledger

databauge 492, computers 12013 host the program for physically mammm‘w the Tote 468 that

>y R 3 \

consists of Gateway 520, Mewory Grid 323, Central Repository 324 and Tote administeation

console 326, and computers 120F host the program providing the physieal managoment

interface for the entive interrclated system software.

Virrs

For the wagering and option buy-out systery of the present disclosure, the centra
server system 12 15 pmgrammcd o provide to the wager stations 14, wager ferminals 16 or
personal devices 18, 20, 22 or 24 various options for placing wagers on one or more {€.8. a
sequence of and/or separate discrete) sporting events spread over an appropriate interval, The

3

wager stations 14, wager termuinals 16 or porsonal computing systerus 18 would aliow a

bl

serigs of {or separate discrete) sporting evonts, for oxample three

2
A
7
sy
ot
]
5
£
&
£
2
5
L
&
;..'.»

tehies scheduled 1o ocour over a three day period. The player would select
the winners, or in sonwe embodiments the particular scores of the maiches {or any other
variables), for each particular sporting event within a defined cumulated pool or other. The
player wonld receive sither a ;‘}rin’ted ticket or an electronie ticket representing the selections
he amount of the bet. The comroller or server system 12 would maiatain the pool,
assign tracking identifiers to cach wager and ticket placed tio the ;mni and determine any

out requirements from the pooled wagers in the event of a successinl selection of all of

The wager stations 14 and wager terminals 18 may iaclude one oy more display
devices controfled by the processar. The display devices may be connected o or mounted o
the cabinet of the wager ternsingl, The embodiments as generslly iustrated i FIG, | may
inchude, as known in the art, s display device which displays the betting options, This display
device may also display any suitable secondary information associated with the pool
wagering sysiem. The wager stations 14 and wager terminals 16 may include a credit display
which displays a player's current number of credits, cash, account balance or the equivalent,

In one embodiment, wager terminal inchuides a bet display which displays 2 playver's amount

3

wagered, The wager statfons 14 and wager terminals 16 may include, without Hmitation, a

pey

-3

monitor, a television display, a plasma display, g lguid crystal display (LOD) a display based
on Heht emitting Godes {(LED), a display based on a plurality of organic light-emitting dindes

{OLEDs), a display based on polymer light-emitting diodes (PLEDs), a display based on @
phurality of surface-conduction clectron-emitters {SEDs), a display necluding & projeeted
gndfor reflecied image or any other suitable electronic device or display mechanism. In one

smbodiment, as described in mwore detall helow, the display device inchudes a touch-screen

13
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with an assoclated touch-soreen controller. The display devices may be of any suitable size

”
=}

s a square, a reclangle or an elongated rectangle. The wagor sigtions

o

and configurstion, such

=

14 and wager terminals 16 may be any sort of integrated products or stand alone terminals or

Pl

devices, such as, for instance and without Hmitation, one for a casino or betting shop, such as
in the nature of a fixed vdds betting terminal (“FOBT™) or & Best Gaming Technology
{"BGT™) Self service torminal, 85 examples, Any other siitable types of prodocts or devices

commercially known may alse be utilized where desired and in accurdance with the needs of

The wager stations 14 and wager terminals 16 also may include at least one payment
weeptor in comynunication with the processor. The payment acceptor may include a coln slot

2/

aud/or a payment, note or bill acceptor, as examples, where the plaver inserts mongy, coins of

o

tokens. The player can place coins in the coin sfot or paper money {e.g., the coins or paper
money may inchude actual and/or vivteal currency), a ticket or voucher into the payment, note
or bill acceptor. In other alternatives, devices such as readers or validators for credit cards,
debit cards, credit slips or the like may accept pavment. A plaver may insert an identification
cavd into a card reader of the wager stations 14 and wager terminals 16, The klentification
card may be 2 smart card having g programmed microchip or 8 magnetic sirip coded with a
player’s identification, credit totals {or related datay and other relevant information. A plaver

may carry a portable device, such as a cell phone, & radio frequency identification tag or any

T

sther sultable wiveless device, which communicates a player’s identification, credit tofals {or
related data) and other refevant information 1o the wager stations 14 and wager {erminals 18
Money may be transferred 1o 8 wager station 14 ov wager terminal 16 through electronic

o

funds wwansfer, When a player funds the wager statiop 14 or wager teriminal 16, the processor
determines the amount of funds entered and displays the corresponding amount on the credit
display or other sultable display. As should be usderstood, where the term “money™ or
reference to some form of funds is made herein, both actual currencies and virtual currencies
would equally be captured by this term.

In one embodiment, the wager stations 14 and wager teoninals 16 may further be
configured tor read the receipt of a purchased ticket, make a buy back offer on the ticket,
accept that buy back offer, print a ticket for the cashed-in value, print another ticket, and/or
adapt the first ticket so the client bas a record his ticket is now partially owned by him,

The wager stations 14 and wager tevminals 16 may include at least one and preforably
a plurality of input devices in communication with the processor, The input deviees can

inchrde any suitable device which enables the playver to produce an input signal which is

14
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received by the processor. After appropriate Amding of the wager station 14 or wager
termingl 16 the input device is a game selection device or & gawe play buiton which is used
by the player to identity the selected ontcome of each of the games/matches/legs of the pool

wager on the wager station 14 or wager terminal 16

np

As this first embodiment of a pool bet systern s premised on betting of sporting

events, the server has an inpui deviee 26 allowing an operator to enter the results of the
sporting events, the winners of the matches or games, the {inal scores andfor other parameters
sach as the total score of the game or the point differential. It is contemplated that this
nformation will he entered reasonably promptiy following the coropletion, and if required
certification, of the sporting event, With the results of the sporting events for a first sequence
of events, the system will make a determination as to whether any individeal wagers recorded
in the system have correctly selected the winners {or point spread ete.} of the sporting events,

Afler some percentage, such as a majority, of the sporting events have vcourred, the
server systert 12 may be configured to identify the remaining potential winning ticket or

tickets for the fackpot Pool, Lo, those dekets that have correctly selected each of the results

P

{win or consolation} of the events of the completed legs, or remain eligible for the

consolation prive for selecting a cerfain porcentage of the actual winners {Le, § of the B
winners), Upon determining the number of remaining potential winners of the Jackpot Pool,
the system will determine the likelithood of each tickel winning the Jackpot Peol {(alene or
shared with other pi’ax ers, which may be known or modeled), and on that basis make a
determination as to the atiribuged value of the ticket based on Hs respective probability of

o~ g

it split multiple ways). The server system 12 then

winning the Jackpot Pool {and the prize

o

o

nakes the determination of what the appropriate value would be for a ticket in order to make

o]

an offer to buy-oul to one or more players {ay disclosed herein, i other examples one or
more other sources may also be used in addition to, or as an alternative {o, the server system
12 for determining the appropriate value). In one example, the buy-out offer is for buying an
entire ticket from a plaver {Le., 100%} for an indicated value. As should be understood, the
buv-out offer may be for any desired percentage of a ticket (J.e., any percentage between (%-
i-{‘}{}%‘b}. The player presented with the buy-out offer may decide if it will sell the ticket at the

indicated value, not sell at all and retain 180% of the ticket and/or make a counter offer (le.,
such as a different percentage amount and/or a different value, eic.}, as examples. Ifthe bay-
out offer is accepted, the playver will receive the indicated value {which may ocour in a variety
of different ways as described herein). I certain examples, when a buy-out offer I8 accepted,

the entity that initiated the buv-out offer will in return obtain legs! ownership of the ticket

15



WO 2014/060850 PCT/1B2013/003028
from the player. In certain other examples, the entity that Inttiated the buy-out offer will not
obtain legal ownership of the deket, but merely obtain sn entitlement {e.g.. a contract) fo

S

obiain all or any portion of any future Jackpots, awards or other prives, ete, {i.o., depending

on the toket percentage related to the buy-out offer) that may oconr in connection with the

ticket from the point of purchase moving forward, In certain other examples, the player may

also have the option to offer (Le., counter offer) or sell something different than the original
buy-out offer, such as justa poﬁi(m ¢ a ticket in response to a buy-out offer. As an example,
and without Hmitation, depending on how g desired system s set up, the player may have the

option o wmovide a counter offer for counsideration E:)y the entity that initisted the buv-out
offer {e.g., something different than the original buy-out offer, such as a different percentage
of g ticket and/er a differeny designated amount for the value, ofe.), and with the entity being
able to accept the counter offer {or alterpatively where set up in this manner, 1o otherwise

deny or provide vet another counler offer back to the player, ete.). Similarly, where desired,

%,

rather than the entity providing the acceptance, the entity may merely provide an indication to

the player that is sgreeable to the terms and/or provide to the player a new buy-out offer
along the lines of the counter offer, which may then be accopted by the player. However, it
should de understood that this Is merely & matier of §ogisz os fir how acceptance is to be

made to a counter offer (either by the entity or plaver), but both approaches will accomplish
the same objectives and may be ntilized where desired, In addition 1o, or alternatively,
depending on how a system Is structured, the player may have the ability to sell something
different divectly in response to a buy-out offer, such as a different percentage of a tickel, As
an example, and without Hmitation, in response to a buy-out offer for 100% of a teket, a
plaver may sell only 30% rather than 100% of a tickst, and the amount paid o the player
would then be similarly reduced, such as being reduced proportionstely by 30%, or
aliematively reduced less than 30% if a premium was associated with the 100% buy-out
offer, or any other desired amount depending on how a system is desired to be structuved. As
should be understood, and withoul Hmiation, a player may offer or sell in response to & buy-
out offer any different percentage of the ticket in return for a percentsge of the indicated
valee. The percentage of the indicated value may also vary as may be desived based on the
percentage of the ticket offered or sold, For example, in certain sttuations, partial cash-in of a

ticket may be proportionats (o the ticket’s full value, while in other situations partial cash-in

M..
”4.

Fthe ticket may not be proportionste with the tickets [l value, s the operator may want o
incentivize certain behaviors around cashein, according to particular preforences of the

operator. i one example, sale of 30% of a ticket may correspond o 5% of the indicated

16
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value of g ticket. In another example, a certaln dofined “pramivm” may also be allocated

against the player for 2 sale of less than 100% ownership of a tickey; fir instance, sale of 50%

Vv

of a ticket may correspond to payvment of only 45% of the indicated value {with the premimm

corresponding to 3%}, although as should be undersiood, the amount of the premium can vary
and/or may aiso be adiusted based on the amoant of the ticket sold, as may be desired {ie, a
fower premium the greater the amount of the ticket sold and the higher the premium the lowe
the percentage of the ticket sold).  The premium may also vary, on the vakue sold or the
proximity o the end o' the game, as cxamples, and it would be expected that large sums and

closer to the ond of the game tickets would attract the biggest preminm, as users should be
foss price sensifive.

In vet snother example, where a player sells 100% of a ticket, they would receive in
return the indicared vahee wgether with a “bonng™ for selling 100% ownership of the ticket,
and that bomus may be sei at any desived vahse, such as a certain percentage of the Indieated
value of the ticket. In vet other examples. the buy-out offer may be for buying all or & portion
of a ticket from a player, In ancther example, 2 player may receive g bounus for a partial-cash
tn, should there be o desirs to incentivize a player 1o seil less than 100% of g toket, Other

variations are also possible according to the preferences at issue. In various examples, the

*

Y

buy-out offer may be initiated from any type of entity. For example, the entity could
correspond to one or more pariies of any tvpe. This may include, for example, a privaie party

w parties working in cotlaborstion and/or 2 government or guasi-govermmental party, ete. For
instance, and without Hmitation, the party or parties may be the operator{s) of the netwerk or
just user(s) of the network.

By way of example, upon presentation of the ticket to one of the wager stations 14 or
wager terminals 16, the ticket will be verified and the system will present the offer to
purchase the whole ticket will be displayved ou the display devices, and the player will have
the option 10 accept or reject the offer via an input to the wager station 14 or wager terminal
16, The plaver can also respond, o alternatively be presented with the option, to sell amy
fraction of a ticket he/she wishes to sell through the wager slation 14 or wager ternunal 1,
The plaver may also be able to respond, or offered the option of, selling different fractions of
the ticket at difforent stages or after respoctive legs of the pool event. For example the player
may sefl 10% atter fourth leg, another 20% after the fifth leg and 30% after the sixth leg,
thereby still retaining 40% of the original tickst to the conclusion of the game sfter the

seventh leg.

&
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As another oxample, i affer 5 matches {or legs) of a & match pool there are 3

o

remaining tekets that have correctly identified the outcomes of the first five matches (or

P

o

legs;, and all having an equal chance of winning the 31 million Jackpot Pool, then the seever

2]

system 12 may calculate that sach ticket has an actual value of $100,000. This wounld be the
case if cach person held an outcome in isolation of the other two tickets, and then the
{the three owned outeomes was 10% or a price of 10.0 in decimal terms,

.(.

ipon applivation of a risk factor andior margin discount, the server systom wohd

f”“

establish an ativibuted value and then commanicate an offer to purchase the respective tickets

P

o each of the ticket holders, at a price of for example $80,000 for eack ticket, representing a

2{1% margin for the purchaser. The offered amount would represent a substantial return on a

&

x,

12 ticket, and removing significans volatility for the player, that was one step from winning
$1,000.000 by also one step from winning nothing. The offer may be for 100% of the ticket,
or aliernatively could be for & partial portion of the ticket, for cxample an equal ffty percent

share, at $40,000. In this option, i is contemplated that various percentage offers could be
made, for example any 10% iuterval from 1% to 90%, at an appropriaie monetary amount.
Thus, the playver in the above example could sefl 186 of the ticket for 38,000 and retain the

otential of recetving 9096 of the $1,000,000 Jackpot Pool.

e

ey

t i3 also contemplated that the server system 12 will have the ability o receive
additional data via the input device 26, {or example various odds pn respective wagers

H

concerning the sporting match or event, that may Impact the attributed value caleunlated for
any given ticket  That additional information could be used to calenlate with greater

<

precision the potential odds, and atiributed value, of the remalning tickets after cach round or

feg of the pool. Thus, in the example above, if one of the remaining 3 potentially winning
tickets has predicted the final score of the final soccer match as 2-1, while another s

1-18, then the more likely score of 2-1 will have a higher

atiributed value than the ticke! having selected 1-10, In that event, the ticket holder of the 2~

g

IS

score match may be offered more, as that ticket's attributed value {or expected value in
miathematical probability terms) will be highes
To further explain the example: the oufcome probability factor {OPF) and the

Expected Value (EV) of two respective tickets with the following score predictions may be
2-1 price {OPF?y LA, and

=10 price (OPF?)= 1000 {as it is an unrealistic scors but useful for this example}, with

EY = 1000000 (POOLYPrice of sutcome/number of tickets holding that outcome.

18
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Therefore, the ticket with the score of the final leg being 2~-Twill have an estimated
value o a $1,000,068 pool caloulated as 100000071871 = $100,000 while the ticket with the
seore of the final leg being 1-10 will have an estimated value in a $1,000,000 pool caloulated

as LOQ00OIV106G/1 = $1000. Thercfore the person having the ticket predicting the 2-

prs

.

ouferme will be offered n the region of 100 times more for his ticket as his ticket s 100

times more likely (than the ticket with the 1-10 score) to win the 31,000,844 jackpot.

3

This mathenmatical calculation of BV for fair value can be extended to the entire range

of tickets that exist and extended backwards to the tokets remaining after the very Ost leg f
appropriate, The ticket holders could be offered “cash in™ values at any time, such a5 from as
soon as i acceptable and viable. In certaly examples, ¥ is covisaged that cash
circumstances will increase lgter in the game when the potential values begin to rise
significantty. In addition, in corain sxamples, games may inchude a Consolation Pool andfor
a Bonus Pood in addition to 8 jackpot. Also, in cortain examples, the ticket cash-in or buy
back may include the purchase of the rights to other pools. As merely an example and
without limitation, in gamoes where there is a Consclation Fool andior ¢ Bonus Pool in
addition 1o the jackpot, the ticket cash-in or buy back way include the parchase of the rights
to the other pools, and the price offored will include the EV/FV theoretical value of the bonus
ticket {and any potential dividends from the Consolation Pool) giv&n the lve tickels
romaining. As should be understood, in other examples, the ticket cash-in or buy back may
stit] include the purchase of the rights to other pools even where no Consolation Pool andfor a
Bonus Pool is provided.
As another option in the system, the buy-back or cash-in offer may be staged as an
fterative bidding process. Thus, even after a first offer is made and rejected, the operator may
clect to make another higher offer upon a subseguent presentation of a ticket, However, the
holder of the ticket will not necessarily be given a second offer once the first offer is rejecied
so that the ticket holder will be unaware of whether a greater offer will follow or they will

“hold” position unti} the conclusion of the next match or feg of the game.

o
Yoo
o
C‘:
£
ia

utpt device such gs televisions 24 may also be coupled with the central server
system 12 computers 120 and contfigured, for example, to display the pool of betting

combinations and 3 reprosemtation of the tickets or wagers that ave active in the system

v

resulting from the bettor-selucted game prodictions and the results of the respective games or
events that have been completed which form part or git of the pool events. Such an ontput

. -

device 24 may also include, for sxample, a visual display sndior s printing device.

ey

Ackiitionally, such an output device 24 may be configured to display the results of an event
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taking place at a remote venoe, such as the event forming the next leg of the poel. Thus, a

betting parlor may have a servies of televisions and monitors broadoasting the event (fe, @

’J}

playing streaming dats concerning for example the number of

=

soceer matchl, while alsa &
tickets that romain in the pool, alerts when a goal is scored that eliminates tickets from the
pool, and potentially the offers to buy outstanding tickets.

The wagering stations 1A and wager terminals 16A may be located at a first venue,

while other wagering stations 148-14N and wager terminals 168 — 16N may be focated at

other remotely focated venues. Thus, the network formed of the plurality of wagering stations
I4A-Y4N and wager terminals 16A — 16N may enable wagering on, and monitoring ofl
events at muliiple venues substantially simublaneously if so desired. Accordingly, # is
contemplated that the operator could have wagering stations 14A-14N andfor wager terminals

15 A

16A — 16N in muliiple locations within a eity, or multiple locations within a stale, country or
ragion, so as to allow pooling of bets in the game across a significant population to drive the

amounts of the Jackpot Pool to subsiantial values for ecach individual game, series of

enis/matches

fn another embodiment, the wagering stations 144A-14N may be located in 2 singie

venue such a5 g racy track where, for example, # first wagering station 14A acts as a server

¢ the pool

ti‘

for all of the other wagering stations {4B-14N networked to @ for conductin

3

wagering sctivity, with wagering stations [4B8-14% acting as terminals coupled with the

server of first wagering station 14A.
I may be appreciated that the wagering activity and buy-out option according 1o the

oy

present disciosure may be effected in a specific snvivonment al a Specific location on 3 stands

iy linked 1o include play in a plusslity of

atone {or closed) system or may be clecironica
environments or at a plurality of locations. For example, the wagering stations 14A-14N and
wager terminals 164 ~ 16N may be disiributed thronghout a variety of wagering venues
neluding race tracks, off-track betting facilities, retail esiablishments {where logal), casinos,

Inttertes, and om the Internet. Further, such wagering activity gnd evaluation thercof may

=

~

provide automatic and immediate performance feedback (individual and teany performance,
feader boards or other indicia of participant standings, contest time remaining, account

balances, ete.} to participants via text messaging, cellular telephones, PDAs, inleractive

rrl 3

television, ematl, Internet browsers or other applications. Here again, the wide distribution of

available outiets and devices for entering info the game I8 intended to aliow pooling of bets 3
the game across

significant population (o drive the amounts of the Jackpot Pool

a
substantial values for cach individual garoe, series of evenis/maiches.
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in a sports or evenl based wagering environment, the product concept can be applied
to & number of different sports and markets. For cenveniencs, the first implemeniation of the
product will be described with respect to a series of soccer covrsct score  and
“HomeDraw/Away ("H/IVA™ markets pooled and bet on a weekly hasis. The system
operator will select multiple game (three, four, five, six or seven or more games) that will

oceur over the following days or a3 weekend, For example, the system operator may select

three pames on a Satuvday, two games on a Sunday and the final one or two gawes on a

Mounday. Plavers will be challenged 1o select the correct score for each of the games, To win

the ia‘,,i\m\s Pool, the player must select the corvect score of gach of the six or seven games.

i~
w
=
(93
&
o
;21"
>-r-

b

unction deseribed herein may be applied even on low log games such as a pick

Accordingly, the system operator may offer several different multi-leg outecomes. For
an exemplary deseription, a version of the poo! wagsring system will be described using a six
feg correct score game run over six soceer matches. However, B should be readily apparent
that the pool wagerlng system may be adapted to a2 PHK-n correct score model. In this
example, it is assumed that the most BRely result in any soccer mately will have a high score
of three for chiher team, 8s shown fn FIG, 4 which shows the total goal expectancy over six

cary for six premier leagues and the world cup. In the six leg pool wagering system, cach leg

way consist of seventeen outcomes, these being 1-0, 2-0, 2-1, 3-0, 3-2, 3-2 and “AOH” {any
other home win) then 0-8, I-1, and “AQD™ {any other draw) and the reciproeal away resuits,
to aflow each leg to consist of 17 cutcomes. The inclusion of tenminal group scores “AGH,
AOD, ACA ensure betier user experience and manageable mumber of probabe selections.
Such gronp could castly be extended o point spreads in games like basketball or auy others,
where the selections might be minus 23 points (-25), minus 24 points {~24'}, mins 20 points
(-20). . .plus 20 points. (420}, plus 24 points (24, plus 35 points (F25}, ete.

it should be understood that the foregoing is exemplary and the potential outcomes

can be varicd and may not be consistent over various leagues where the aumber of goals
scored may be higher on average. The aliernative anticipated scores for such a league may
only influcnce the distribution, but not the applicability of the game, which will have a set of
probabilities for each respective outcome that may be league dependent.

it

P

s contemplated that the operator may provide that the minimum amount of the “Jackpot

y«a

Pool” is guaranteed at a set lovel, and most of the other bets offered could be goaranteed to

insure first day retail popularity. Those players who correctly select scores and winners of
each leg will sharg the maximum of either the guarantee, or the stakes of all the others {fess
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any applicable deductions) and also gain entry into a bonus pool. The Bonus Pool may be
won o shaved by any individeals that successfolly choose one or more correet scorels) the

following week, or a nominated time or similar

¥

A Consolation Pool may be shared by those who select all the correct ountcomes

(HAYAY or another sobset of the correct score game, or oy other variations based on, for

&

example, any five of six or six of seven, The plaver in this example will not nead 1o nominaie

J

H/A/A but his correet scove prediction “Home 2-07 will naturaily be allocated to a “Home”
owtcome i the HAMA determination of the Conselation Pool. As such e a correct score pick
7, 7 corvect WYEVA results in-line with a plaver’'s €8 selections will mean the player “wing”

the consolation prize. In racing terms, the consolation will frequently be based ou the horse,

3

dog, race car driver,ele, placing as opposed o winning,

As each match 15 played ~ and each goal is scored ~ player bets represented by their
respective tekets will gradoally be eliminated from the remaining tickets that can still win the
Jackpot Pool. Those that remain will be able o anticipate that the value of their tickets
increases as they see the msuits of cach game. The central server system 12 may be
configured to allow the display of the tickets that remain active for the Jackpot Pool on cach
of the wagering ferminals or alternatively a display board at distributed wagering locations as
commonly provided in present establishments for example to display soccer matehes, racing
events and available wagering events and odds. While the flagship of the pool play will be
the Jackpot Pool for correctly selecting the six or seven correct scores, other games such a

pick theee counld also be offtred (o be comploted within a single day or shovt time period.

afer several of the games or matches have been

ool
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completed, but potentially also during the course of an event for sxample at the half-time of 2
mateh or Svent, players with "iive” tickets way be offered the option of selling all or a portion

OF

oty

thelr tokets back to the system eperator {(or alfernatively, directly or indirectly through the

~

system operator, or dirgelly o, any designated thivd party, such as, without Hmitation, one or
muwe thivd party operator{s), business entity or entities such as a merchani{s), one or more
other persons, efe.} or 1o retain their tickets and see whether their correct score predictions

vill unfold for the romaining games. As should be understoond, any reference to system
operator herein should be constraed 0 apply equally to any third party as an alternative, even
it not specifically mentioned. The buy-out option will preferably be communicated through
he wagering station 14, wagering termival 16, or internet connected computing devices 18 -
24 from which the respective wager was placed and Hicket purchased. However, as the

wagering stations 14 wagering terminals 16 may not be accessible to the plaver, it 1§ further

S
>
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contempiated that at the point in time that the player places & wager in the pool play of the
present disclosure they will provide contact information to allow conununication with thelr

computing svstem 18 that is Hinked on the central server systom 12 (o the particular ticket.

“‘i

Thus, the ceniral sevver systern 12 will be sble to send a message to the ticket holder’s

Ay

omputing system 18, smart phone 20, or tablet computer 22, providing details of the buy-out

offer. If the ticket holder decides to cash in the ticket in response to the offer, the ticket

hiolder may communicate the acceptance via the computing system {8, smart phone 20, or

rosystem 2. Aitfamatiw?}u the ticket holder would

E’L‘A

tablet computer 22, to the contral ser
present the ticket 0 one of the wagering stations 14 or wagering terminals 16 which in tum

communicate the scceptance to the contral server system 12, and upon verification, provide

the ticket bearer with 8 pavouot in the form of cash, a voucher or check, I necessary or

[y

appropriate i the respective jurisdiction, the amount of the payvout may be reduced in an

¢
amount required to be withheld for 1ax purposes.

it is anticipated that for the pool wagering aystem with the buy-back option of the

isclosure that there will be an initial guarantee by the operdtor of the Jackpot Pool in

Cl.

WesSHt

(«,

v

JLiI
an amount sufficient 1o create ndtial interest, for example $1 milion, Thereby, }'ackpm Pooi

of 81 millton. In a first embodinment of the system and product, with respeet to each ticket
purchased the spiit following the takeout {e.g., set at 25%) may be as follows:

the Jackpot Pool, 15% to fund the Bonus Pool, and 10% o fund the Consolation Pool(s),

?

Y

{ither splits may be desivable and ave expresshy contemplated. Therofore i $256,000 {ie.

125,000 x §2 per ticket) was bet into the pool in the first week, the Jackpot Pool would stand
at $I40,625 (e, $256,000 x .73 X .75 = §$140,625), but any winners would share in the §1
mittion guaranteed Jackpot Pool. Any winners of the Consolation Pool {f.e. those selecting
five gut of six of the correct scores accurately) will split a share of $25,000 between thers Tess
deductions (f.e. §45,008 x 0.75). The following week, winners would get the opportanity ©

sefect a correct score {(for gach successful ticket) froam a featured mateh o be Inwith a chance

Bt

of winninng the Bonus Pool, Anyone who corvectly predicts that correct seore would therefore
net a share of the Bonus Pool.

Should the fackpot Pool and Bonus Pool not be won for a fow weeks, then those pools
may build up to very significant amounts, For example, if players bet a wotal of $3,000,000
into the Jackpot Pool {over a period) but il v win the main Jackpot Pool prize, then a tial
wilackpot payout of §2,250,000 will have built wp and any winners the following week

Fackpot Pool winners will get a share of that amonnt ;ﬂ a share of the amounts staked in

el
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"C;

that week. Therefore, if another $3,000,000 is bet into the Jackpot Pootl then the potential

winnings will stand at $4,500,000. Should three people win the game, then they will spiit

$4.500,000, giving them $1300000 winnings each (less thelr price of purchase and/or
deductions other than the takeouy, i applicable). The Consolation Pool will have been won

previously - in all likelihood — and will for example stand at about $300,000 from the current

2 o

wiek's stakes. I 30 playess select five out of six correct scores that week, then they will win

$7.500 each. The Bonus Pool will not have been won {vet) and will stand &t $900,000. The

three winners will have the chance to win the Bonus Pool i the next week, cach getting one

selection.

As the matches or games for sach of the respective tickets are preforably staggered

e

7

over 2, 3 or even 4 days {typically 3 days Saturday to Monday), the system operator will have
the ability tv communicaie fo the respective wagering outlets or through an online Interface to
offer players the ability 1o sell back any tickets which are still ‘Hive™ alRer one but preferably
several of the matches as discussed above.  In other circumstances, such as in fonnis as an
example, buy-back of tickets may be enacted intra leg {betwesn sets or games), or in later

tegs. In football, for example, buy back may occur during live play.

&

e

To further Hlustrate, i a pia\yer has a ticket where the first three matches/ games ona
Satirday were predicted correctly, hefshe will have the facifity to sell back 1o the system
operator the same ticket and close out their position before Sunday™s matches, The buyback
value will be calcuiated by the server, potentially under the control of the systers eperator or
the business pariner, based on the number of mateh legs the ticket has already corvectly
predicted plus the remaining predictions for the subsequent games. When a ticket is cashed in
{i.e: bought back by the system operatory, the ticket and all the rights of the ticket will vest in

the sysiem operator.  In addition, this buy-out facility will include o margin for the system
operator, anticipated to be around 159,
For axample, i, going into the Monday night games, a playver has two tickels which
are still in play, and thelr predictions for the final two matches gre 2-3 and 1-0 on one ticket
and 2-2 and -0 on the other ticket, they will have the option to cash in either or both of their
tickets, The server system wnder the direction and control of the system operator will
calculate the estimated odds of winning the pool (and pay-out) with vither ticket and will
offer 3 buyback value to the plaver, The mechanism will be clearly explained 10 plavers who
can opt to either exercise the opportunity 1o sell back their position or stay in the game until
the end. While as noted above the central server system 12 may have the ability o provide

information on the namber of tokets that are stil] in play after each leg or match in the pood,
P g i
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it is alsn contemplated that the information may or may not be communicated to the

o

respective ticket holders who recetve the buv-out offer. Thus, the ticket holder may not be
aware that there are only a few as opposed to dozens of still viable tickets in a given pool

when the buy-out offer is communicsted.  If the player is given some information for

St §

transparency, # may or may not be leg by leg information, and as such he might know how

=
]
]
S
g

’

ickets remain but he cannot know i he owns the exact permutations bo owns unless

o

same is in the final leg. 1t may however be beneficial to communicate with the holders of

s

pry

M"
-

.

every remaining bive ticket the exact nomber of cutstanding live tickets, and the scores those
tickets have allocated in each leg. The only time the disclosures may not be commumnicated
will be during concurrent games. The information, i given leg by leg, gives 100% clarity on
the potential 1o split the jackpot once published for the final leg. Individus! permutations and
their ownership fovel may or may not be given, but they potentially could be.

It is also envisioned that cash<in boy back may also operate during live play and offer

continuous cash-in ability a8 soon as it i wechnically possible, for example at the half~time of

=3

a maich or during the runaing of a match when possible. It is also contemplated that a ticket

could be purchased with two or more pﬂif::}.ti&i outeomes selected for the final legs or events,

for example by paying twice as much the player could have one selection iy cach of the first

five legs and then have two different selections for the sixth feg. In such an event, the system
¥ 3

magy odfer 10 buy both outcomes, or each culcome and thereby divide the ticket as between

by

the original plaver and the system operator. This type of fragmentation of the tickets could
be extended 1o any log of the event,

The ticket buy back process may include an inmteractive process that bids the ticket
holder in 2 soquence of cvents for the ticket. For example, the system operator might

originally offer the client $100,00{ for a ticket that has 3 correct scores, 1f the client declines

to seil the ticked, the system operator might revert {o offer S185,800. At each step the ticket

e

holder may not by aware if that s the final buy-out offer or a better buy-out offer will coour.

5

e anddfor

oeed

n corlain examples, there may also be only a limited pumber of buy-out offers ma
capable of being accepted with respect to & particalar game o games, (Lo, made 10/accepted
by players participating fn a particular game). so the greater the number of buy-out offers
declined by a player and/or longer the time period before a player sccepts an ouistanding
buy-out offer, the greater the risk may be that no additional buy-ont offors will be made t©
that plaver or an outstanding buy-out offer made to a given player may be withdrawn (Le.,
once the maximum Hmit is reached). Furthermore, the ticket holder may have the period

between the offer and the start of the next leg of the bet in which 1o ywake vp their minds.
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Once the next feg has started, buy-ouf offers may be automatically withdrawn, It is further
contemplated that the ability to wade or sell tickets back to the system operstor may be
continyous, and also in these circomstances, the bid may be extremely Hme sensitive

Additionally, as dis ay have the option to sell a
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fraction of their ticket 1o the system operator oy other third party. In the first instance, this

o s «

facility may be Hm#ted where desired, such as o 10% fractions. A plaver thay sells a portion

of his ticket back to the systeam operator may then ondy get paid in respect of the remaining
fraction of the bet should the tcket be successful. The systery operator may pay the other
portion to itself {or the third party ticket purchaser) if that ticket was successiul.

I & player retains a portion of a ticket that is successfi] and thus entitles him to play a
bonus game, i certain examples, the plaver will be allowsd one selection {or other desired
selection amount{s}), but will only win the fraction of the Bonus Pool that he holds in the
winaing ticket. In other examples, a player may be allowed to decouple a ticket, such that a

player may aceept & full or partial buy-out of only certain parts of a ticket (e, Tor 3 given

A

jaci’pm, o only certain evenis Usted on a ticket, such as particular games) and with the
remaining parts of the ticket being unatfected, so that the player refains the entirely of these
remaining parts of the ticket (e, such as a bonus andfor consolation pool, or any other
events listed on g ticket, such as remaining games). As mentioned above, when a tickst is

ashed in {i.e. booght back by the system operator), the ticket and all the rights of the ticket

will vest in the system operator. As such, the systom operator would hold the other portion of

he ticke! and be entitled to select an cutcome in the bonus leg and win the portion {or whole)

bonus, ¥ is contemplated that where the system operator holds a whole or part of a bonus
jcket, they will need to nominate thelr selection earlier than the romaining players, for
example, the system operator must pomingte their selection 2 hours prior the start of the
bonus game, and members of the public will only need 1o offer their selection 1 hour before.
This rule would help ensure that the system operator’s selection cannol be made with the

prior knowledge of the public selection. Az a defaul, any player having & valid qualifving

23

ticket that does not miake a selection in the Bonus Pool for their bonus ticket will be allocated
a selection having a high probability, for example a -1 draw. This may be provided in the
terms and conditions ("T&Cs™) of the game.

in the context of & loftery game, in certain implomentations any player having a valid
gualifying ticket that is not present or found i thme for the cash-in phase will be deemed not
to sell, In the context of siot games, in ceriain implementations i a thyer expirves, the player

will have been deomed not 1o have sold. Thus, generally speaking, if & player does not give
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input or is not present o make 3 decision as to what he/she wanis to do, the game will
proceed as i player does not want to sell.

In g first implementation i is anticipated that only the system operator will be able 1o
offer the buy-out option to the gotive tickets holders using the central server systam 12 o
communicate the offers. However, € is also contenyplated that the system operator may use
the central sevver system 12 to solieit offers from third parties that would be communicated to
the active ticket holder. In this embodiment, the central server system 12 could communicate
the details of the outstanding active tickets through all or a sclec
terminals 16 and allow bids for the outstanding active tickets to be submitted via the
wagering terminals 18, As another allernative embodiment, | is conterplated that the system
operator could facilitate the ability of members of the public t© buy and solf active tickets like
in the manner of @ person {o porson betiing exchange, such as, withowt Himitation, of the fype
offered by Betfalr, Thus, ¥ is also contemplated that the central server systera 12 counld allow
the posting of available buy-back options so that the public could place buy-back offers for

example though the wagering terminals 14 and the ticket holder could select the buy-back hid

With the foregoing description of the implementation, it may be appreciated that

during the course of an exemplary wagering event {e.g.. such as a pool, a parlay, an
accumulator, cto.), the contral server system 12 may go through cenain of the following
process steps, and i one or more rounds gs may be requived 1o complete a particular
wagering event, as shown in FIG. 8, comprising:

a) receiving information on the results ofthe events/matehes from the input device,

b} Interrogating the ticket base, to count live or active ticksts that have correctly

predicted cach game outcome to date following sach outeome

8‘;

orice the active tickets based on the number of active tickets that will hold a pardeular

4} price the active ticket on the probability of the selected outcome;

o} price the active Heket as against the scope of the Jackpot Pool;

fy determine an atirtbuted price ({pool size/number of ticket that hold that putcome)®
prohabiity of that ostcome — margin) and offer price for the active ticket(s);

g} communicate the offer price to the active ticket holder for all or a portion of the active
ticket;

h) receive confirmation of acceptance of the offer from the active ticket holder;

-
apet

complete the buy-out transaction;
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i} receive input on the completion of the final events / legs of the pool

k) distribute the Jackpot Pool to holders of the winning active ticket{s},
Further, the concept and svstem disclosed herein can be adapted for other malti-
outcome wagering sconarios and may include any desired manner of wagering, inclhading but

A

not Hmidted 1o those that scoormmodate accomulator or parlay wagering, as an Hlustration. For

purposes of this disclosure, a parlay or accumulator wager comprises g single wager that links
together two or more disorete events and in any combination {e.g., legs or divisible portion
theveof) and is dependent ou corvectly selecting the outcome of the two or more discerete

events. For instance, g parlay or sccumulator wager as referenced hevein may include a

3

double, treble or any other type of multiple wager as may be Known in the art. As one
example, an accomulator or parfay may bave muach higher payofts than wagers placed on
individual discrete events since the difficulty of histing it (i.e, corectly selecting all event
outcomes} is much higher. If any of the discrete events in the accumulator or parlay lose {ie.,
. the selected outcome 1s incorrect) the entire accumulator or parlay loses. In certamn other
examples, where the parlay or sccumulator wager inchides combinations of discrste svents,

=33

and one or more of those combinations ose, the player may be still eligible o win soms

portion of & jackpot, a consclation, or some other sward us may be desived. Thus, in the
context of the present disclosure, an accemulator or parlay wager may be placed on a multi-
Jog event (either in the entirety or a designated portion or portions of legs, ot¢.), such that the
outcome of each leg cowresponding to the accumulator/parlay wager must be correctly

selected for the sccumulaor/pariay wager fo be eligible for a designated prize or award {e.g.,

&

kpot) or portion thereof. In cortain examples, the parday or accunmulator wager may be

£
sclectable by at least one of & player, a third party, the wagering system or some other
manner as may be desived. Notably, for example and without Hmitation, the terms wagess,
wagering, bets and belting as referenced herein may include, without limitation and for
itlostration purposes only, single wagers, multiple wagers, full cover wagers, full cover
wagers with singles, ‘Any to Come' (ATCY or 4f cash’ wagers, spocialty wagers, forecasts,

fr

fixed, variably, guaraniced, parimutoe! wagering, fixed-odds wagering, and any other

variations known in the art, ete.. alone and & any desired combinations. For exampie,
multiple wagers may nclade a parlay or accumulator wager.

As another example, & multi-nuteome wagering scenario may include stol weachines.
in this alternative, the svstem could be incorporated into any type of slot machine game, such
as a progressive jackpot plaved for example on a slot machine 26 as depicted in FIG. 1. In

this example, each reel or defined number of reels of the slot machine 26 may comespond to 2
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Hevent leg of a muldti~outcome wagering ovent,  As noted above, each reel may be & virtual

[

&

reci {as i a video or electronie slot machine, for example} or 8 mechanical reel az in
conventional slot machines. Further, any of the type of wager input devices described above
i connection with fig. T may be used, or allernatively 8 conventional sl machine may
operate as the wager input device, in addition, there may be a plurality of slot machine

wrovided for participation by muiltiple participants, and each of the slot machives being in

1

urrently, slot machine based games have an

o3

cormmunication with a server system controlier. C

outcome which i determined almost immediately even though the machine may take a fow

w

seconds 1o display the resulis. Even in the present systems, the game is complete before a

Py

g

persen has the chance 1o realize that they are getting closer and closer o the premier prize. In

Ly

i

most examples the reels stop one by one, with Gni}—' I spcond or 30 between each reell
However, the display of cach veel stopping is primarily for effect 8s the outcome of the game
is determined by the random mumber generator in the game controlier shortly afler the play is
mitiated.

~

The present disclosure may be hnplemented in vartoas configurations for gaming

1

machines or wager erminals known in the art, including but ant hwited o a dedicated

gaming machine or wager terminal, wherein the computerized instructions for controtling any

zames {(which are provided by the gaming machine or wager terminal} are provided with the
gaming machine or wager ferminal prior o delivery to a gaming establishment, and &

gaming machine or wager terminal, where the compulerized instructions for

h

o
-
1]
—
[ipeg
]
o
L)

controtiing any games (which are provided by the gaming machine or wager torminal) ave
downloadable to the gaming machine or wager terminal through g data network when the
garning machine of wager terminal Is in a gaming establishment. These types of gaming

machines and thelr respective operation in both stand alone and pool or progressive gamas

are disclosed in detail in ULS, patent no. 8,103,149,

scorporated herein by reference.

By incorporating the concept of the presert disclosure, the slot machine could be
programmed such that once a st level of jackpot indicators sppear in g winning sequence
according to a first randowm number gensration, the selection and display of the remaining
indicator or indicators is paused and an offer to boay-out the player is presented. For example,
a person with four “3 on the first four reels and the last reel spiming s one 51&;3 from a
iackpot, {o.g. 32,000,000} and i the machine has a 20/1 odds to get the last reef on a " then
the operator could offer to buy-the spin for $100,000, or any fraction of # for the
proportionate amount, If the player accepted the buyout, the machine would print a cash-out

icket for the buvout amount. The plaver either accepts the offer, in full or i part, or rejects
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the offer whereupon the random mumber for the remaining wheel s generated and the spin is

completed, 1f the buyout was accepied and the final indicator selection results in a win, then
the operator banks the amount of the jackpot. If the player sells only a fraction of the
potential jackpot, thew the player receives credits, either on the machine or in a ticket print, of
the fractional remainider and the operator banks the balance.

it §s anticipated that the concept will provide great drama and a limited period for K to
be resolved, and allow players to trade and control their fate. From an operator standpoint,
there may be a limit on the duration of the buayout offer, for example thirty seconds or one

his may be counted down for the player on the display, so that the player is forced

¥ w

T
I
i

mimite,
o make a decision or simply allow the thme o cxpire and the last indicator 1o be selected.
While in theory the systom could be used a5 soon as a single indicator is solested, it is
believed that the system s more practically iplemented when there are several indicators
that must align before extending the final spin to provide the buyout or trade-in option,
Thus, i i3 contemplated that the option would not be provided antil the bet/selection has been
70-90% rescived or olse the value of the buyout option is not sutficient 1o entice the player to
cash-out and the progress and rate of play may be unacceptably slowed down,

The sot machine based system provides additional benefits to the bouse or casing
which the machine s located. First, for an in-house only progressive or pool game system,
the buy-back option alfows the house to bid on and potentially receive {if the bid is scoepted)
the accwmulated jackpot pool. In addition, in the event that the jackpot pool is a progressive
ot pool game distributed over a number of properties, so that the jackpot pool will grow faster
or in the event that 8 gaming wachine mamsfacturer lcenses the use of the machines across
various properiies, the casine hosting the game {or the gaming maching DUEM) may offer the

i)

st spin and,

e

buy-out of the jackpot pool option at the ternsination of any spin, inchuding the
again if the bid is accepted, the casine making the offer would receive the jackpot pool as i i

were the plaver who had won. In this situation, the host casinn would gencrate revenues from

&

the game play contributed o the jackpot pool that occowrred tn other casinos. They can a

%

make money by buying back at loss than aciual valoe, 1o, charging margin on the sold ticket
or fraction of g ticket

In accordance with the buy-out pool option of the present disclosure, the cash out

button of the gaming maching 26 may be Hluminated when the first sequence of the display

for example the first thvee of four reels align such that the player may be on frack o win the

Jackpot Pool. In that ovent, the contral server system 12 or the wager terminal iself causes

the display to present g buy-outl offer o the player. I the player elects to cash-out, the player
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may push the cash out bution and cash out to receive a cash payment or gther suitable form of
payment corresponding to the offer presented on the display, whereupon the remaining
randlom selection is made to determine if the Jackpot Pool s won,

In ove embodiment, the player may be offered the option of cashing out a perceniage
of the potential Jackpot Pool, for example by depressing the cash out button the players sells
19% or 23% of the potential Jackpot Pool for the amount offered on the display. I the player
tor example sells 30% of the Jackpot Pool opportunity for $50,000, the player will be tssued a

-

credit for the $50,000 and then the remaining wheel spin or leg is completed, fthe resultisa

I Y

win of the Jackpot Pool, then the player will receive credits for 3096 of the Jackpot Pool,

When the plaver decides to end the game play, he can select the cash owt button &t

which time the plaver wmay veceive cash or other payout mechanisms such as tickets or credit

slips vedesmable by a cashier {or other suitable redemption system) or funding to the player's
slectronically recordable identification card or the plaver’s enline account,

it is Tarther contempiated that the jackpot buyount option and the coneept and system

disclosed hereln can be adapted for & variety of other ‘multi leg,” multi-owicome wagering

scenarios, such as, for example, kono, poker, racing, video games { ﬁ*iuding five and online

sational, Intewnational, social {e.g., health care or social lotlery types) or any mher type of
fottery systems, ete.  For cxsmple, In a lottery system, after the periodic tieket purchasg
interval, the lottery operator may draw a defined mamber of #tems, such as numbered balls. As
should by understood any indicators other than numbers may also be utilized where desired,
such as symbols, colors, pictures, ete, In addition, the game may comyprise ltems other than

randomly drawn balls where desived, or pro-printed numbered tickets, thai then may be

sefected by balls or randont numbers or other process. Any of the type of wager input devices

described above in connection with Fig. 1 may be used, or aliernatively a conventional lottery

machine may he uiilized for input of player handpieked numbers, for providing electronically

generated numbers, such as quick piok or smart pick numbers, and providing a record of the

tottery nurnbers for the player, such as by printing of a ticket. In addition, 8 plurality of wager

input devices or fottery machines may be utilized and cach in commundeation with a server
4

systern controdler, The total amount of numbered balls making up the lottery systom may

v e

{34

any desived number,
in addition, the lottery system may be comprised of different legs by having one o

more balls drawn at any given time that make up each leg. In this example, cach of the balls

o
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may be selected in any desired manner, such as being hand selected from a container or
selected via conventional lottery machines, such as gravity pick machines, aly wmix machines,
or via computerirzed random number generators, as examples. The lotiery system could also
be sel up in any desired manner for how players may win, For example, # could be an all or
nothing arrangement where a plaver must win all legs to win a final Jackpot, or win & defined
number of legs to win one or more interim Jackpots before all legs are completed, ete.

in addition, a buy-owt offer {or pantial buy-out offer) may be made at any {ime afler
tickel s obtained wntil ¢ tompie'iien of the cvent, including {without Hmitation} afler g
predetermined number of numbers have been drawn, 10 a player and the player may sell all or
a portion of thelr ticket, The buy-oul offer may also come from a single party or multiple

arties; for instance, multiple parties operating in collaboration or multiple parties that may

sy

niot be operating n collaboration (for example, where the lottery system may “heing” cortain

parties together for purposes of accumulating adequate resources for purposes of & buy-out

L.A

offer belng made). lo certain examples, the patty or parties buying all or part of the ticket @

responsy 10 an agcepted buy-out offer will obialn legal ownership of the tieket (100%
ownership or a fractional ownership share where only a part is sold, L., where both the buye

and seller will end up with part ownership), and will be entitled 1o win al Jeast & portion of
any future Jackpots or other prizes that may oocur from the point of purchase moving forward

{or even share in the proceeds of prior }'ad\p ots of prizes i set up in that mamner). In certain

I3

other examples, the parly or parties buying all or part of the ticket in response 1o an accepted
buy-out offer will not obtain legal ownership of the ticket, but merely obtaln an entitiement

{e.g., & contract) 0 win at least a portion or all of any future Jackpots or other prizes that may

Ef’J

ocour from the point of purchase moving forward,

an ¢

As should be understood, wherever the term “party™ is used throughout this disclosure
it showld be broadly construed to comprize a single entity or plurality of entities. Also, ity
shonld be understood that botk the player or ticket owner as well as the party making the buy-
out offer may be comprised of a single entity or a plurality of entities,

The value or price of the buy-out offer andfor ticket sold may be vaviable as may be

desired. For instance, the value or price of the buy-out offer can be set by various sources,

£,

and be based on any obicctive and/or subjective standards, such as an awetion, a calealated

probability (.., of winning one or more legs of & multi-ontcome wagering event), random-

C

} .

number-generated probabiities, a ottery system similay to server system 12 discussed above,
a party or parties inifiating the buy-out offer, an ndependent third party/parties or

resouroe(sy, such as the system operator, the seller of the ticket, andfor it may be the
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byproduct of negotiations or a barter botween the buyer and seller 1o arrive af an accepuabie
price, ew. in addition, the value or price can also be affected by the number of parties

receiving g buy-out offer) for example, an amount X where there is one party and X divided

by 3 where there are 3 parties, ete. As for tming, the buy-out offer could be made prior 1o
any fegs noeurring or al any Hme prior to completion of the event, such as hetween any of the

defined number of fegs, and may be made just 1o winners or 1o any other parties, such as
partial winners or to players who have not won at all, but who still have an active ticket, such
as before any legs have been comploted or a ticket that has separate divisions, eic. In
addition, the value or price relsting to a particular buy-out offer (or ticket soid) may be

represented, conveyed or otherwise characterized in any desired manner, such as, and withou

Hmitation, as & jackpot or portion thereof {e.g., as at least & portion of at least one jackpot; for

3

exampie, a designated jackpot that may be smaller (ie. in value andfor price) than a larger
jackpot that may be available 1o & winner/winners of a multi-outcone wagering event and set
by any of the various sources above), as a prize, 8 payvment, an award {c.g. monetary andfor
nonmonetary awards, such as those deseribed above), or any other suitable manner. Separate
and apart from buy-out offers, tickets may be exchanged or transferred from one plaver ©
another or to any other party or entity type and at any desired time, and with egal ownership
also being transferred at the same time. In some ciroumstances there may be merely an
exchange of tickets and no other value or payment made front one party o another. In other
circumstances there may be a value or payment made from one party to another, which can
comprise anything the parties may agree to, such as some form of monelary payment or
oredit, or some other form of "value”, such as, without Hmitation, any goods or services of
In one example of a lottery systam, the first x number of balls would be drawn at one
or move predetermined thes, such as Fom one "barrel”, which would correspond to one or
nore logs, and after a delay of a certain interval, such as one week, the last leg or bonus ball
wiotld be drawn, For instance, 5 balls would be drawn on a weekend day and mske wp the
first log, although any other day may be atilized as well, or even a shorter or longer interval,
such as within minutes or hours, or a8 desired number of days, weeks, months or years. Alse,
as should be enderstood, the mumber of balls drawn making up the fivst leg may vary as well,

such as fewer or more numbered balls. A determination would then be made as to the number

of tickets having the correct numbers. This may be accomplished clectronically via the server
system controfler. In certain exammples, the determination may involve identifying Hekets

having all § pumbers correct. However, in other examples, the determination may fnvolve
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identifying those tickets that have some designated mumber of balls correct less than 5, such
asdoutof 3, or 3 out of 5, or 2 out of 5 or | out of 5, efe. In addition, in cortain examples the
pavticular ovder or sequence of numbers on a ticket are required o correspond to the order of
the balls drawn to be considered correct. In certain other examples, the order or sequence of
numbers on a ticket do not seed o correspond to the order of the balls drawn; so long as the
ticket contains the requisite number of balls that were drawn somewhere on the ticket

1

{rrespective of the order drawn). Any number of the holders of tickets having the correct

f1 a buy-~out offer, conducted as a fixed price offer (that may not

s

numbers may be provided wit
be consistent to each player, if some players hold the same terminal number as others and as
such are only eligible to share the jackpot), or as part of an auction system where a Hmited
number of "buy ouls” may be offered, as examples, followed by a drawing or drawings to
determine the winmers from the remaining ficket holders that did not accept the buyout offer,

fn addition, with respect {o those examples where g ticket having less than afl balls correct
wonld qu&% fy, the particular buy-out offer may be relevant to the number of balls that are

correct, for example, a larger buyout offer the more correct numbers on a ticket, andfor
sititleront 1o a larger or belter prize or a bonus the more correct mumbers on a ticket, ete,
Alternatively, any of the players having winning tickets {or those having & certain amount of

correct numbersy may qushify for a supplemental lottery drawing, which could be the final

of the loltery or @ bonus round, as examples. For instance, the qualified plavers may

m
5

5

R
’}J
'~/

sefect or oblain one or more addiional nomber or mambers on & new Licket for purposes of
the supplemenial drawing. For example, the supplemental drawing could be in the form of a

bonus ball, and the winner or winners matching the bonus ball would win or share in the
Jackpot or g honus Jackpot.

For instance, in this example, cach of the holders of tickets having the correct
umbers {or any other desired sumber of ficket holders) may be offered to attend the draw of
the remaining numtber or numbers in an organized event, such as via g live gvent atiended by

atl holders in person at a defined location, or altended by g communications medivrn from an
offsite location, such via a video conference or web interface, such as Skype or coVoo, as

examples {perhaps the following week or other desired time}.  In addition, the live svent

ma

wa

could be made accessible for viewing by the public, such as an in person audience, or more
generally viewed over any mass comnunications mediom, such as broadeast over television,
cable, sateilite, the interne:, radio, mobile communication device {c.g., mobile phones,
tablets, computers, PDA {personal digital assistant), ete.}), social media or any other desired

medmum, As an example, the lotiery system may be set as a reality show that is viewed live or
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prerecorded and broadeast over television or other mediom o the viewing public. In
addition, in this example, before the romaining number{s) are selected, the lottery operator
may provide remaining ticket holders with a buyout option, available to a Himited munber of
players or all of them on occasion. Forther, in this Hlustration, 2 bidding process may be
inciuded as an option, which would have the effert to add drama to the conclusion of the
game. For jostance, the buyout bid could potentially be provided to all the people at the same
amouns for their ticket and let them rush to accept, and with the bidding provess closed once a
certain percertage have “sold” thelr ticket in response to the buvout offer, and then the last
ball or balls would be drawn, As an alternative, for example to maximize interest and fension
for television purposes, the bonus ball {or last leg or alternatively any other leg) may be
detennined by a multh-stop process of elimination, resulting In one or mwore remaining

numbered balls that are then used 0 compare against the players tickets to determine if there

are any winners {i.c., more balls in cach feg, and including a plurality of legs

.,.

)
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so that more and more balls are removed over time, until just g certain number of halls

remain, such as one bally, vather than a process of selecting one or more balls in one action

]

that ave used (o conypare against the players tickets, bot either provess may be used as desired.

Additionally # may be possible that between each elimination process or leg {or fower than

each but between specified legs) the individuals siill cligible for a prize may or may not be
offered an addiional chance to "cash in thelr ticket” with a subseguent buy-out offer or
giters, and the buy-oul offers may also be incressing in value as thelr probability of winning
increases as the event proceeds toward the last leg or bonus ball, Alternatively, the buyout

offer could be provided to tess than all players, at different times, at difforent amounts, andéor

Ey

having a defined period of time for players to accept the buyvout bid. It shonld be understood

that the multi-step process of elimination may be used in any manner in connection with a

fottery system, such as, including for cither or both of any initial lottery drawings or any

-

bonus drawings.

o
3N
i

urther, the percentage of plavers required in order to trigger the close of the bidding

process may be established at any desired value, for instance, ranging ol the way up lo 100%
of the players that have accepted the buyout offer, The lottery operator may assume the
ownership of the ticket from the players that have accepted the bavont offer, Any winners

.

after the final number(s) are drawn would receive or s} are in the jackpot If theve is no

""4

winner, in one implementation the jackpot may be rofled into ancther game or svent.
Alternatively, players may also be allowed to sell a fraction of thelr tickets In response to 8

v‘ a'

pyy-cut offer, to ensure the game is not 100% binary as an option, and with the proportion
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being any dosired mmount, such ax being subjeet fo commercial considerations of drama, and

interaction of players.

it showld be understeod that various changes and modifications to the presently
preferred embodiments and examples described herein will be apparent o those skilled in the
art. For instance, sach of the features and aspects described in connection with any of the
various presently preferred embodiments and examples can aiso be used in connection with
any or all of the other of the presently preferred embodiments and examples alove or in
combination, even though not explicitly described therein, Further it should be wnderstood
that all of the features and aspects described herein may be provided through use of any

¥

sgitable hardware, software or combination of both, as may be desived and in any mamner, In

addition, for example, the gaming system disclosed herein woay provide the awards w

o

winning players in any suilable manner, such as through a suitable bonus or secondary garae
or event determined by the implementer or operator of the gaming system, and may include,

without Himitation

H Dividing any multi (hetling/dealing/trading) outcome nto its sub components,
23 Allow change of ticket ownership or ticket exchange between plavers or other

erttities ai any time, including at any point after a ticket is obtained or an everd is initiated up
through completion of the event, after sach stage of the game being resolved, or at any other

3

desived thme. The recipiont of the ticket that has changed ownership or been exchanged

would assume the sane position as the original owner; in effect stepping into the shoes of the

1
RS

original owner, and legally supersede the original owner with all rights associated with the

3 %

ticket. For example, # change of ticket ownership can ocotr via a buy-out, and the party

o

acguiring the toket would have all the rights as the original owner, including being en
win any gward or jackpot that may relate to the tieket in connection with any wagering event.
in other exanples, legal ownership of the ticket would remain with a player, but the

entitlement to any award or jackpot is what would reside with another party where a “ticket

change” has ocourred, such as through g buy-out, or trading or giving a ticket o another

/, & party purchasing a partial buy-out of a ticket (i.e., less than 100% of the

3

rights associated with the ticket) would be entitled to win any award or jackpot for which the

i

is redeemable in proportion fo the interest purchased via the partial bay-out. Thus, if

o
=
ﬂA
-
£o

the party purchased 8 30% Interest in the ticket, the party would be entitled to 30% of the
winnings for which the ticket is redeomable.  As with full buy-outs, partial buy-outs can

Cir Prioe o or at any stage of a wagering event.
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in an illustrative example of a icket exchange, a pool may be “seeded” {i.e. g operator

Y

may place £3000 worth of bets into the pooly 4-3-6 hours In  advance of a particular
wagering event. As the public play into a pool becomes significant, rather than continuing to
grow the pool {i.e., continuing to add money from bets) and have the operator’s commitment
to keep the prices inline escalate, the operator can transfer some of the existing seed money
or Ivestment 1o a player buying a tote ticket. Notably, the tote ticket may change ownership
in wholg or in part, before the pool is closed, or after the pool has closed bt before
completion of the wagering event,

3} Caleulate the adds specifically, allow market forces 1o determine a sale price,
use other particular subiective and/or objective factors, and/or use any desired combination
of the foregoing.

4) Allow the ownership of romaining tickets or number to be transparently

X

displayed (o the player and or andience, to help cash in or buy-back offers or process,

53 Transact, with or without a bidding process or joit bidding process, or auction the
ticket exchange. The implemenier o operator of the gaming swstem disclosed hersin may
also designate the number of awards, the time ai which those awards are provided to sach
winning player, the number of rounds in the bonus event, the number of designated outcomes
in each round and/or the number of available putcomes in each round o suitable values.

Such changes and modifications can be made without departing from the spirit and
scope of the present discloswre and withowt diminishing s intended advantages. For
example, any of the concepts and femtures described in conpection with any example,

sinbodiment or variation herein may also apply amd be utilized in connection with any other
exampie, embodiment or varigiion described herein alone or in combination. In addition, any

of the concepis and features disclosed herein may be provided by appropriate hardware,

software andfor combination of both hardware and software where dosired and deemed
appropriate. It is therefore intended that such changes and modifications be covered by the
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CLAIMS
i A method of conducting a multi-gutcome wagering event for oue ov more

players, wherein the wagering event comprises 2 defined number of legs. and wherein a
player is presented with at least one of & buy-out offer and a partial bwy-out offer prior to
completion of all of the defined number of legs, the method comprising the steps of!
providing one or more wagering input devicss in communication with a system

controller throagh which one ov more players may participate i & multi-outcome wagering
event, said systen controller being adapted for

mitiating the multi-ontcome wagering event for one oy move players, said
multi~onicome wagering svent comprised of a defined number of legs, wherein one or move
jackpots, or a portion thergof, is awarded at least where a particular nomber of the defined
nomber of legs are completed:

receiving a wager via the one or more wagering input devices iy response o &
player desiting to pasticipate in the mult-outcorme wagering event, wherein the wager
coingides with each of the defined number of legs;

identifying one or more winners of each of the defined nurmber of legs based
on the wager from among plavers participating in the multi-cutcome wagering event, wherein
plavers winning at least one leg are eligible to win at least one jackpot or 2 portion therent;

initlating at least one of a buy-nut offer and partial buy-out offer to any

the one or more plavers that are oligible to win af least one jackpot for at least &

gortion of sald avleast one jackpot, said buy-oul offer being initiated at any time before the

multi-outcome wagering event has béen completed;
whereupon receiving an acceptance of the buy-out offer from a particular

nunther of the players eligible {o win al least one jackpot, cach of the players sccepting the

he eligible to exclusively win the at least one jackpot, wherain
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each of the players not as,wm*g the buy-out offer will remain eligible to win the at least one
jackpot, and wherein cach of the players accepting a partial buy-out offer remains eligible 1o

win at least a postion of the af least one jackpot;

o

completing the remainder of the defined munber of legs to finish the muiti-
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2. The method of claim 1, wherein cach of the defined nomber of legs comprises
one or move selected from the group consisting of sporting events, lotteries, real games and

virtual games; and wherein the wager comprises a potential onteome for cach of the legs.

3. The wethod of claim 2, wherein the wager is one or more of selectable by
being handpicked by the player, provided clectronieally on request of the plaver through

commurication befwoen the one or move wagering input devices and the system controller
provided via a mndom number gencrator assoctated with the system controller, a quick pick

or a smart piok.

4, The method of claim 2, wherein the games comprise one or more selecied
from the groap consisting of slot machines, keno, poker, video games and racing
3. The method of claim |, wherein accepting a partial buy-out offer compris&s a

player accepting less than the buy-out offer amount, sald acceptance resulting in the plaver
remaining eligible to win at least a portion of st least one jackpot.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the buy-out offer is initiated on behalf of at
feast one of a thivd party and a plaver, and whep a buy-out offer 18 accepted, the third party
bocomes cligible for winnipg at least & portion of the jackpot,

The method of elaim 1, wherein the system contralier i3 further progranumed
o award the jackpot, or any fractional portion thereof, upon the completion of the multi-
outcome event ponl

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the multi-outcome wagering event comprises
one oF more virtual games, said method further comprising:

initiating the buy-out offer prior to completion of the one or more virual games, but
after an outcome of the one or more virtaa! games has been determingd,

said buy-out offer including 2 price that is at least partially based on random-number-

s

Q. The method of claim 1, firther comprising inltiating a bidding process among

a designated number of players interested in accepting at least one of & buy-out offer and

1
o

partial buy-out offer, and closing the bidding process afler & certain span of fime or afler a
certain number of the buy~-out and partial buy-out offers have been accepted.

1, The method of claim 1, wherein one or more interim jackpols are awarded
where a particular number of the defined number of legs ave completed prior to completion of

the multi-onicome wagering eveat,

s

ii. The method of claim 1, further comprising awarding at least one consolation

Jackpot where 3 consolation scenario is won,
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12, The method of claim 1}, wherein said consolation scenarie comprising at lea
one of winning a predetermined subset of the defined nomber of legs and selecting a
predetermined number of non-winning egs that cach finishes within a predeiermined position

of a corresponding winning leg.

13, The method of claim 18, wherein there 15 & span of time before at least oue
final leg of the multi-outcome event {s completed, and the at least one final leg is completed

in a Hve or pre-recorded ovent attended by the plavers eligible 1o win a jackpot, a portion

¥

thereof, or a bonas prize.

14, The method of claim

roed

3, further comprising initating a buy-back offer, prior
1o the at least one final leg, to at least one plaver eligible to win the jackpet, the portion

thereof, or the bouus, said buy-back offer being for a portion of an entlvety of said jackpot,

said portion thereof, or said bonus prize.

15, The method of claim 13, wherein the live or pre-recorded event is a veality

show that 1s broadeast over & mass communications medium,

, wherein the mass communicstions mediom

2

L)

8, The method of claim 1
comprises at least one of television, satellite, cable, the Internet, mobile communication

device, social media and radic.

17, The method of clatm 1, wherein the one or more wagering input devices are
adapted for gonerating & wager for a player reflecting one or more predicted outcomes of the

mlti~outcome wagering event.
i€ The method of claim 1, wherein ownership or partial ownership of the wager
may be changed from player to playver at any time before or during the course of the multi-
ORICOME wag veri ng event.
19, The method of claim 18, whorein the system controller is further adapted for
identifving the ownership status of the wager.
30, The method of claim 1, wherein the wager fther comprises a list that is at

feast one of printed on a tivket, printed on s voucher, and displaved via the one or more

21, The wmethod of ¢lalm 1, wherein the one or more wagering dovicgs comprise at

least one of & wagering terminal, a wagering workstation, a personal computer, a smart

phone, a tablet computing device, @ gaming maching, a slot maching, and a lottery maching,

¥

2. The method of claim 1, wherely the muBli-outcoine wagering event comprises

2

a pool or is progressive, wherein said pool s at feast one of fixed, variable and guaranteed.

o
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23, The method of claim . wherelt where there are no winners of at least one
jackpot, sald at least one jackpot is rolled into another multi-outcome wagering event or 8t
igast partially awarded to an operator of the multi-outcome wagering event.

24. The method of claim 1, wherein at least one of the one or more jackpots

comprises a monstary award provided to the plaver in the form of a1 least one of currency,

25, The method of claim I, wherein the multi~outcome wagering event conyprises
at least one of a bonus leg and & consalation leg,
wherein designated plavers who have one a defined number of legs quality for the

bonus leg and designated players who have lost a defined number of legs qualily for the
consolation leg, and

wherein correctly predicting an outcome of the bonus leg gualiffes at lcast ove
designated player for at least g portion of a bonus prize and correctly predicting an ontcome
of the cousolation leg qualifies at least one designated player for at least a portion of a
consolation prize.

28, A wagering system inclnding one or more wagering fuput devices for allowing
the placement of a wager on a malti-outeome wagering event, the wagering system

comprisiug:

prry

& system c»:mtroﬂer configured 1o communicate with the one or maore wagering Wpu

deviges, sald system controller configured to

initiate the multi-owtcome wagering event for one or more players, said aulti-
opicome wagering event comprised of a defined nomber of legs, wherein one oy more
pots, o a portion thereof, s awarded at least where a particular noniber of the defined
munber of legs are completed;

regeive & wager via the one or mre wagehing input devicss in responsg 10 a
player desiring to participate in the multi-outcome wagering event, wherein the wager
coincides with gach of the defined number of legs;

idemtify one or more winners of each of the defined number of legs based on
the wager from among players pasticipating in the multi-owtcome wagering event, wherein
players winndng at lvast ong log remain eligible o win st least one jackpot or a portion
thereof;

initiate gt least one of a buy-out offer and a partial buy-out offer to any

number of the one or more players that remain eligible o win at least one jackpot, or portion
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thereof, for at feast a portion of said at least one jackpot, said buy-out offer being initiated
before the multi-outcome wagering event has been completed;

receive an avcoptance of at least one of the buy-out offer and partial buy-out

offer from & particular number of the one or more plavers gligible o win the at least one
jackpot or portion thereof, wherein each of the one or more players accepting the buy~out

offer will no longer be eligible to exclusively win the at least one jackpot, wherein each of the

N

one or more players not accepting the mpv-out offer will romain eligible to win the at least
one jackpot, and wherein each of the one or more players accepting a partial buy-out offer
remains eligible to win at least a portion of the at keast one jackpot;

complete the remainder of the defined number of legs to Gunish the multh
RECOME wagering event; and

determing if any of the players have won the jackpot or portion thereof.

27. The wagering systemn of ¢laim 26, wherein the multi-outcome wagering evewt

comprises @ plurality of logs, cach comprising at least one of an entive sporling event, a

partial sporting event, a divisible component of & sporting event, multiple independent

sporting evems nocurring sequentially or concurrently, and a compilation of relased sporting
gvenis
28 The wagering system of clatm 27, wherein the system controller is further

initiate one or more buy-ont offers or partial buy-out offers for any combination of the
plurality of legs at any time prioy 1o completion of the nwiti-outcome wagering event; and
receive an acceptance of sald one or more buy-out offers or partial buy-out offers.
29, The wagering system of claim 26, wherein the multi-outcome waggring cvent
prises af feast one of a bonus leg and a vonsolation leg,
wherein designated players who have won a defined number of legs qualifly for the

honus e,g and designated plavers who have lost a defined nuwber of legs qualify for the

wherein cer“actiy predicting an outocome of the bonus leg qualifies at least one

dosignated plaver for at least a portion of a bonus prize and correct

13

thy predicting an outcome
of the consolation leg gualifies st least one designated player for at least a portion of a
consolation prize.

36, The wagering systom of claim 26, wherein the wager comprises at least one of
an accunulator and parfay wager comprising at least one or more combinatious of at least a

portion of the defined number of legs, wherein the one or more combinations are sclectable
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by at least one of a plaver, a third party, and the wagering system, and wherein at any time
bofore all legs included in the wager have been completed, at least one partial buy-out offer is
initiated to any number of the one or more players remaining eligible to win at least one of 8

jackpot, a portien of a jackpot or an award.
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