
Novelty games ball The present invention relates to a novelty ball and in
particular a novelty golf ball. The objective of the present invention is
to provide a ball which has the outward appearance of a normal games 5 ball
but which performs in a surprising manner when struck during an attempt at
normal play of the game. To this end the present invention provides a
novelty ball having an outer shell with an outer surface simulating a
normal games ball, said outer shell being formed of 10 a material which
breaks down into finely divided particles when struck during an attempt at
normal games play, and - said outer shell defining at least one inner
compartment housing a second material which expands upon being freed when
said outer shell is struck and broken into said 15  finely divided
particles. Conveniently the outer surface simulates a golf ball. The second
material can be any material which is adapted to expand upon being
liberated from the ball outer shell. For example coloured sponge rubber or
syn- 20 thetic foam shapes might be compressed within the compart- ment or
compartments such that they expand to their full dimensions upon being
liberated. An alternative arrange- ment might be the housing of fine
particulate material such as plaster powder, saw dust or any other such
material 25 capable of setting up a dust cloud after the ball is struck.
Conveniently the outer shell is formed from a frang- ible plastics
material, particularly such a material which is adapted to break down into
such finely divided 30  particles when struck that the shell virtually
disappears. In accordance with one preferred arrangement, the 



outer shell of the ball is formed in two halves, at least one of said
halves defining a hemispherical outer surface portion and a substantially
flat diametral face portion, said 35  diametral face portion having at
least one opening therein communicating with an interior region of said one
half defining a said inner compartment thereby providing access    to the
said inner compartment prior to joining said halves together. In another
preferred arrangement the outer shell may be formed in substantially one
piece with an access opening therein providing access to an interior region
of 5 said shell, said access opening being closed by a plug portion. The
accompanying drawings illustrate one preferred embodiment of the present
invention applicable to a golf ball.  In the drawings: 10            Figure
1 is a perspective view of a ball half according to this invention; Figure
2 is a perspective view of two ball halves together with a second material
to be housed therein; Figure 3 is a view showing the ball constructed 15
from two halves such as in Figure 2; and Figure 4 is a view showing the
result of the ball in use. Referring now to Figure 1 there is shown a ball
half 1 having an outer shell 2 with a hemispherical surface 20  3
simulating a normal golf ball.  Along the diametric plane of the ball half
1 there is an annular flange 4 defining a central access opening 5 enabling
the second material 6 to be inserted into the compartment defined within
the outer 



ball surface 3 and the flange 4. In the embodiment 25  illustrated the
second material 6 is a synthetic foam or sponge material which canexpand to
a reasonably large size in its free state as shown in Figure 2. Obviously
other forms of material could be used. The shell 2 is conveniently made of
a brittle resinous material adapted to 30  shatter to finely divided
fragments upon being struck during normal golf play.  Preferably the
fragmentation of the shell is so great (i.e. the particles formed are so
fine) that the shell 2 virtually disappears leaving only the second
material 6 when struck. 35            As shown in Figure 2 a ball is
constructed from two shell halves 1 and 1' such that their respective
flanges    4, 4' are glued or otherwise adhered together leaving only a
very fine circumferential line 7 (Figure 3) giving any indication at all
that the ball is anything other than a normal golf ball. Each shell half
might incorporate the 5   second material 6 or this might be contained in
only one half as desired. If desired the ball of the present invention
might also be weighted as necessary to simulate the weight of a normal
games ball. As demonstrated in Figure 4, a normal golf ball lo  might be
switched for a ball constructed in accordance with the present invention.
Thereafter the ball is struck by the unsuspecting person and the shell
shatters to fragments 8 leaving only the second material 6 in view. It will
of course be appreciated that the present 15  invention encompasses any
obvious modification of the foregoing within the scope of the following
claims. 



-4- CLAIMS 1. A novelty ball having an outer shell with an outer surface
simulating a normal games ball, said outer shell being formed of a material
which breaks down into finely divided particles when struck during an
attempt at normal 5 games play, and said outer shell defining at least one
inner compartment housing a second material which expands upon being freed
when said outer shell is struck and broken into said finely divided
particles. 2. A ball according to claim 1 wherein said outer 10  surface
simulates a golf ball. 3. A ball according to claim 1 or claim 2 wherein
said outer shell is formed from a frangible plastics material. 4.  A ball
according to claim 3 wherein said frangible 15 plastics material breaks
down into such finely divided particles when struck during an attempt at
normal games play that the shell virtually disappears. 5.  A ball according
to any one of claims 1 to 4 wherein said second material is a compressible
material. 20       6.  A ball according to claim 5 wherein said compress-
ible material comprises one or more shaped articles in their free state. 7.
A ball according to claim. 6 wherein said compress- ible material is sponge
rubber. 25       8.  A ball according to any one of claims 1 to 4 wherein
said second material is a finely divided particu- late material able to set
up a dust cloud when liberated 



from the broken down shell. I 1111111 111111 11   11111111111    -5- 9.  A
ball according to any one of claims I to 8 wherein said outer shell is
formed in two halves, at least one of said halves defining a hemispherical
outer surface portion and a substantially flat diametral face 5 portion,
said diametral face portion having at least one opening therein
communicating with an interior region of said one half defining a said
inner compartment thereby providing access to the said inner compartment
prior to joining said halves together. 10       10.  A ball according to
claim 9 including two said halves each having a said interior region
defining a said inner compartment. 11. A ball according to any one of
claims 1 to 8 wherein said outer shell is formed in substantially 15 one
piece with an access opening therein providing access to an interior region
of said shell, said access opening being closed by a plug portion. 12. A
novelty golf ball substantially as herein- before described with reference
to, and as illustrated 20 in the accompanying drawings.    


