
Tobacco is treated to cause its expansion by a process which comprises the
steps of subjecting it to a reduced pressure of not greater than 7 kPa,
impregnating the cell structure of the tobacco with isopentane vapour at
temperatures of 70 to 90 [err]C and maintaining the tobacco in contact with
the vapour at a pressure of at least 400 kPa for up to 30 minutes,
evacuating the excess vapour, the pressure change being effected
adiabatically, treating the impregnated tobacco with steam to expand the
tobacco cell structure and then subjecting the expanded tobacco to vacuum
reordering. Expansion levels achieved by the process are similar to and may
be greater than those achieved using conventional expansion processes.    


