
The present invention describes an automated instant
messaging client (150) being connected to a device
(180) for remote control by an IM user (11,12, etc).
To facilitate such remote control of the device, a
plug-in (160) is operable in the automated IM client
(150). The plug-in (160) requires a supported device
to be registered (200). The plug-in (160) then accepts
(305) an instructions set containing a string of
commands and sorts (325) the commands into a queue
(165). Each synchronous loop in the commands is
identified and a timer is set, whilst an asynchronous
loop is identified separately and a counter is set
accordingly. 


