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[0003] Search engines for receiving a query and generating a ranked result set are known to
those of skill in the art. Client devices, communicatively coupled to a network such as the
Internet, are able to access various search engines to execute searches. A user of a client device
may submit a search query comprising one or more terms to a search engine, which retrieves a
result set responsive to the search terms provided by a user. The search engine displays the
result set that it generates to a user who may then select or view items in the result set.

[0004] Result sets generated in response to a user’s query may be comprised of references to

web sites, images, advertisements, etc., which are often ranked according to a predetermined
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received. However, different advertisements may be more or less profitable for a search engine
to display as the amount paid by each advertiser for displaying an advertisement varies.
Furthermore, an advertisement or other item of content ranked and displayed first in a result set
is more likely to be selected by a given user than an item ranked second, third, etc. Therefore,

when determining an ordering for results comprising a result set, search engine owners or
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to a8¥AGdemBEts CD8Rrmining the initial ordering for the result set may comprise identifying

items in the result that are to be ranked in fixed locations within the result set or determining
items in the result set that contain the exact terms of the received query. Determining the initial
ordering of the result set may further comprise ordering items randomly, according to geographic

location, or according to category information. Reordering may apply to those items in the result
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A(;cording to one embodiment, the system of the present invention comprises a content manager
|

operative to receive a query and retrieve content in response to the received query. According to

another embodiment, the system of the present invention comprises an indexing component

operative to receive a query and retrieve links to content in response to the received query.

[0014] A weight component is operative to retrieve the result set and apply a weight

associated with the query received to values associated with one or more items in the result set.
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releRcy bEARANSRLO e Yy RRAGEOFISFIRg Hempeomprising dfe, resuhget with
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respepip drlHesandiayvoighissh t he i nvention may be practiced. It
is to _be qnderstpod that other enbodi ments may be
[0018]i | i Bléd 2agniflew digerapr ragsertingragaetherhipr tesriavingandsordeting content in
departing fromthe scope of the present invention.
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profitability.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT
[{0020] In the following description of the preferred embodiment, reference is made to the
accompanying drawings that form a part hereof, and in which is shown by way of illustration a
specific embodiment in which the invention may be practiced. It is to be understood that other
embodiments may be utilized and structural changes may be made without departing from the
scope of the present invention.
[0021] FIG. 1 presents a block diagram depicting one embodiment of a system for retrieving

and ordering content in response to a query. According to the embodiment of FIG. 1, client
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sources 135a, 135b, 135¢ and 135d may be accessible memory structures such as a database,
CD-ROM, tape, digital storage library, etc. Content sources 135a, 135b, 135¢ and 135d may be
implemented as databases or any other type of storage structures capable of providing for the
retrieval and storage of a variety of data types. Content sources 135a, 135b, 135¢ and ISSd are
communicatively coupled to the content manager 130 for receiving requests for content and

retrieving a variety of content in response to a query to generate a result set,



pi ctured) that defines a structure for content that
allows for the location and retrieval of the content.
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location is identified for an item of content, the matching component 128 annotates the item of
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items in a result set. For example, the algorithm may designate items in the result set as falling

within the scope of a given category or topic. The designated category information is used to

order items in the result set not designated as exact matches or annotated with fixed position

information. According to another embodiment of the invention, a broad match ordering

algorithm orders items in the result set with respect to popularity. According to yet another
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[0031] The result set is delivered to the reorder component 145 which traverses the result set
to read the weighted values associated with items not identified as fixed position items or
designated as exact matches. The reorder component 145 reorders the result set in descending

order based upon the weighted values assigned to items in the result set. The reordered result set

is delivered to the search engine 140, which transmits the result set to the client device that



an exact match ordering algorithm Itens assigned a
wei ght ed val ue are displayed in descendi ng order
wa@ewandi4sng to wei ghted val ue. [0032] FIG 2 prePCEOSRO&029556
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quegy ©Ofretriays qe]eygnt cqrtierd.eCoptens [ggtrigved droay qonfeatpyireymay comprise various
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typesrpiiite@pinichidmerivggrst texydiles, [i06339. Arnerdingde awatleed cmberdiment of the
conprising the result set is traversed to deternine
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corresponding to the query received is traversed to
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are to be displayed in fixed positions, step 2

AcPdib@Nthd esent invention allows for the ranking of an item at a ﬁxed locatlon within a

result set. For example, a content provider may direct a search engine to display an item of

content in the result set in position two of an ordered result set when a specified query is

received from a client device. When the result set is generated in response to the user query

specified by the content provider, the item in the result set selected by the content provider to
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be displayed in fixed positions are |located in the
result set, the itens are annotated as such, step 215.
wo Roovloesses are no itens of content in the resul PCHER20€029556
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annotations are nmade to itens of content 1n thg #esult
of th€lliend @K idesul t set is again traversed to |locate items
quafl}ylng as "exact matches." Itens in the result set
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response to a given query. [0035] Itenms in the result

exagidpatehss atsARRRIAFLE SHPL ALeP XL AHEEE MFRN MAY PRI 3R g that
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confadnshe,pxgetderihgtoé the grersressycd gesordingdio e epbodimentf fredaygntion,
mat ch ordering al gorithm provides for an ordering of

an gxag mRtGhcompaises a8 ifem in e refylt sefeantginineal theselemends or terms
mat ches or fixed position itenms. According to one

conyyrsipeiargiien qugry+ Aecardine iranether enlndieant pthe Mvewinpr dnsexect match
designating items in the result set as falling within

compigesgadisa inthegegyitsetrronaindnpoheclementpeidermisegmptising & qwasy at least N
in the result set wwth respect to the designated

timesatldgesrof ordiagy sl ingthe an\esogridertbatinomarsos methodsdxéntl famedentifying

+ of the invention, a broad match conprises identifying

itemsha a gesoly set it erelesasamiatshesdh resparise &dt gidevquesy. and cont ent
provider of an itemin the result set and ordering

[0033] ensltéms intilee reexdtiskt nos ednosateslowich firgedtpositibreinformaton aridesignated as
with respect to the client device. ik M whether a

exavtanaydtitcs evay b¢ srdéied atdoslinpgi@raybroad eedtehagtderiig@jpoZitihn, step 21 $1€A broad
check evaluates to false, the ordered result set with

matth se@erigpoagdritian pioviies for aix aleringé fitemistie e resa et PbOdGignated as
match itens are delivered and displayed to the client

exact@vdtehes binfed ipbditidritedth. tATCording iy ond dmboldRnembeflie invention, a broad
evaluates to true and a weight is associated with the

matﬁw;ﬁfm‘prfseﬁdﬂsigﬁﬂingﬁtbms Wethg Fdsult Set BSRing Wvithdd el kb€ ofa given

wei ghted value for the one or nore itens in the result
categ6ily ai@brdering the items in the result set with respect to the designated category
information. According to another embodiment of the invention, a broad match comprises
identifying the geographic location of a client device and content provider of an item in the result

set and ordering items in the result set according to their proximity with respect to the client

device.
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identified as exact matches or annotated with fixed
position information. The result set is traversed and
WO b(m7m,|afi4g¢1t identified with the given query i SPCFES200€029556
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225. 0 Th t th .
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tra\?eﬁséd gléqa &1& Pv&gé& %ﬁ@%lﬁﬂtwé%&& Si&%;q%eésg ESde %ggss%ﬁ é%eggh?e% VaRlC to the

reordered result set is deliver to the client devj

one GRRCTE 1715 it Ercrep Hsohpds g s oHESH @gwtl%qr designated an
del i ver ed client devi npr.i ses an ordere

xR SCa0 ?ﬁwﬂ%@ %P6 gmg?ddﬁel?ttoérhg IRygntiens the prductofthe value
respectijve positions and ordered exact match itens

asspeiRird VB g1chytemin dheiesulaetend theiirdeht {depufigdis ped t? @%"E}? g weighted
set _are ordered in descendi ng order according

valygaj g wenltsst sdtaverengzwy 2 Mecahteg Vplug dscassigned to rhswn@ Pra«gsarsrﬁems in
presenting a nethod for reordering advertisenents in a

the resyli set nekidentified adth @rftred lagatipngy as gn exaetanajeusingastpitem’s
client device. A user, conmmunicatively coupled to a

asspriatogbyalue, iR B2%s the Internet, nmay subnit a search
guery. The query is received by a search engi ne, step

[003Ti5, Ehelitgras indlak fesnlicredmtt identifihd] Withefixed Ipesitiereinformation or designated
cont ent manager or indexi ng conponent, step 310.

as eXgdf amaiihegjare oeandreedvbardingenthe oflculited jvaigbiat ivalngs, stee235. The
parsed query is used by a content nmanager to retrieve

reosleppiduesaltisetyis ddlivadd ar the slembddvicertiedt aitigaded the tyinzy, @248, The result
query and generate a result set, step 315. According

set tidivaredttd e cliennoddervemiprigs ab bhelefed vesnlt s iwithaidel ipasitionritegns in their
C(MpQ HM uses' niy'pa'rse' cf query to search an index

resgotipe psidnoindl drdeal dxactathvdritehse Beditiondlly, the heighted value items in
result set. Advertisenents conprising a result set nay

theird3alt sl@rd dragedin desdending @der detdrlling to/weighed vdles, audi o
files, text, etc. [0039] Each advertisenent retrieved

[0088]0M BIG: GHr&Biits 8 AU Cinghim prastaKnh@fethdd &5 3eF i ngddvertisements in
val ue. According to one enbodi nent of the invention,

a réstEseY 1 rd6poR VD higEAS rébeNBdBbMGM iehtldVieat A @fer dondnkliBricatively
coupled to a network, such as the Internet, may submit a search query. The query is received by
a search engine, step 305, and parsed in order to deliver the query to a content manager or
indexing component, step 310. According to one embodiment of the invention, the parsed query

is used by a content manager to retrieve a plurality of advertisements related to the user’s query

and generate a result set, step 315. According to another embodiment of the invention, an

12/22



price charged to an advertiser for each user who
sel ects or clicks on the given advertisenent.
WQR\C@a0thi4 to anot her enbodi nent of the i nventPONUS206/029556

ittd¥algrentporeitinseashsdu H‘Qh&?’ﬁd RircRin gk & nﬁ%ls&d SalReR by

a search engine for displaying a given advertisenent
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requency with ertisenent Is sele
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receives a given query.
{ .set

earr?bg%g ra ts?zagctéﬂr}%lﬁlne S?] %Tp&ayg}gﬁegﬂel SaHV?"B%ﬁB}?H% égctc:Bradgl ggtp \y%tﬁmother
ety oF B AR B e Bl et ki vhen gvn

upon recer vin

arch e e js toretrieve a link and sunmmary of the
o RTR SARBT L 2oPulsShorSH B e camisBoENeS of the Invention,

ositian the ﬁ ummary as the first result in a
2 VallegmpriEs an mdw%@& g ’ge"c“ﬁ'écymé*@r whigh a1 advertigernens isgeleptpd.
ch engine may specify the price for displaying
[Oo‘ﬁﬂe g'{tah?éﬁdt"?'g%?ﬁ?ﬂis r?tHe‘éfdffWWnreat:@Pr%ﬁor ipdigesrcemprise thesinitial
for a % ven query. O ferin fixed location within a
unopdgtedrgs ké?t cppsising eta Bl HraélﬁvgratiY%%‘%thﬁhAﬂ ladveatissumaygadect one or
thgt the advertiser's advertisenent wll be displayed
morp gdyegispypriptorhs displiyedhei ibe searchgoging reseisesc giveadiuedyt h
each query are information specifying the
Furthefnore, pasadveritser may specifli thploggton immtestlhedt that ssplvertisaneent should
fixed positions within a result set. The
apPREELOBETR ALY eR awayy-i Eorreyample, aniadietisen moy cgecify thaespontreceiving
set are traversed to determ ne which advertisenents
the queio@ptebeak amphiter, htherseard sngihedutenstrievee lirk dnd sethmplyay et
in fixed positions, step 317. If an advertisenent is
advqrigeeeis wdb piteafof noteop ogmputers and fraitiad verlinksadreurimar$ as the first
sel ected and annotated to indicate its relative
resulidrsd reswnsendlisplayedtidithe ues unitiatmg ther @lerr neskatoh chfifie AL Epedffy the
the client device initiating the query, step 320.
pric§ DO4igplaying theederdsementdn adived IotARAENE festilOsell oAl gAkn iqlery.
fixed positions, or after all advertisenments have been
Offeging e fia¢cidcatioh vithined tesultessPg6titestanfaid k@ lsep Asth tHe@Bsurance that the
| ocation information, the result set is
advertiser’s advertisement will be displayed in response to a given query.

[0041]  Associated with each query are information specifying the advertisements to be
displayed and their respective fixed positions within a result set. The advertisements comprising
an initial unordered result set are traversed to determine which advertisements associated with

the received query are to be displayed in fixed positions, step 317. If an advertisement is located
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traversed for advertisenents that qualify as "exact
mat ches, " step 325. An exact match may conprise an
wa@odoetd4senent that contains the exact terns oOPCT/HB2006/029556
i LRI R BERRBITR 0 (REY Bodibcie i |
1 a result set a? e an%%t gt&fal}j v{nﬁ? %S{;Strlﬁozlf {ririg? ?‘gé# lsg&%tqgsele%ted and
loehgsated, 4 : : : ' Q .
anng ace Jb frﬁﬁ'ida& 1{5 I?c?ﬁﬂevgi)oﬁif&hwnﬁh ?r% nrgé)i’c se(ﬁgtﬁg{eg lﬁ&%g Elr%err Iogtzng client

I ment o I'nventi on, ac

devﬁdfgim(tﬁ{gtthi&%ﬁg%tefwai ning all the terns or elenents

a user y. According to yet another enbodi nent
o084 LB REERR I AR ERD e AR T B R QTR Bsomens
vy LA RSO0 Saih  lEa BE s
ro B o R S PRy Bl B b et sieP PP+ A Er ih may

recogni ze nunerqus nmethods for identifying an exact
comgERE iy alSHES t eTa cxe i O el Sesarghopyhct match
dv .O43€]ﬁ Sﬁdver J semsat sin a regul_t .set not identified
AdVERUIPFMScARIES0R A EFSBT STt AT AR S M ith dformtion identify e dhpmas such,
exact matches may be ordered according to a broad
SRy c ASOERRE RGNAFBRRdIEPT e yenitny, apeNgpigagichgomppises an
ordering al gorithm provides for the ordering of
advetigemant cufaiping alhthe tms Pplaments ofe uwitquenatAdserling to yet another
identified as fixed position items. According to one
emBodisesdt AERE PisFent REcntigdeatterent magchisomatisaran edversdoentrogfering a
al gorithm conprises identifying advertisenents by
Pro%&%ﬂﬁ@f“@rsp agli by @ userf seqperyy Zsserdingite yettahetherzmbgdmyent of the
. information to order the advertisenments in the result
InvepEpn, apEEast giatslh ceroprinederhaxdvetistyomdit netdiniog thetiemis of @ nter'squery at
a broad match ordering al gorithmconprises identifying
least Néimge.oghesplei erdingyaskilloin thefarrecogeize onmerdoiremethods\bcideraifying an
further identifying the geographic |ocation of the
exagiahataltin g egsulp ses\n wiprgsd e ghdtuepéysement in the result
set. Using the geographical information,
[0043dlv er Adweivemtigs mragcmitdet et idanttftsddvithofiNed pasition information and not
advertiser's proximty with respect to the user or
desighataids eiarit hiawhésgayt hecordprat acchriding to a broad Matctl ofdeNhg algbrithm, step
invention may thereafter determ ne whether the query
330r adeoadanattiasrdaringat@eidinap@eidesiof the ordetiap o BffertiEasdhts not
query recei ved may have an associ ated wei ght to
desigiettel aziensrt hla@hds idetifdd dsdirbepaditdriien. fAGEording to one embodiment
advertisenents in a result set. If a query does not

of tHedmenadhn, a8 indkBbrawing E%ori&ﬁﬁoﬂ’(p@i@ésqgenﬁ%ﬁﬁ’é ddveRiserhéhts by
delivered to the client device or user that

product or service category and using the category information to order the advertisements in the

result set. According to another embodiment of the invention, a broad match ordering algorithm

comprises identifying the geographic location of a user or client device and further identifying

the geographic location of the advertiser providing the advertisement in the result set. Using the

geographical information, advertisements are ordered according to an advertiser’s proximity with

respect to the user or client initiating the query.
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initiated the query, step 360. However, if the query
recei ved has an associated weight, the result set is
woea@vet@ed to sel ect advertisenments that are nBCT/US2006/029556
[00d5ILIDAL RGBS A BILEIIRICHRD N May idleDLS 484 ‘Me.t‘{]}gltlfe?(t‘ﬁg query
position information. The value assoCi at ed Wi eac
eof A A IRNLOBLh 5B L) SRt D B i
. . , C aht :  aht
o GAMRHERY 1 Mofel Al QGHARL T P L Y e o
havgﬁgghg@tga wgfgh{ Fh% o'r&Y%igggu%@Fthig Fﬁiv@xl’eg %’I ﬁnte { ttgcr:]velce\/\o/er Iugerlltthat

e val u assoc!a Wi he “one orcﬁ%}_ _
PSP BRI T e SEE1 L e RSB e ot
dt t i ght ed I f. h Cy s
set HY8erb B RN B il 5% 8k oniBlioe SR Gtes trthps s ddifed

.are used to reorder_the result get so.as to place . .
wit G R L P ERHE T Paseied St So Dadfurdt Budsmifed a
advertisenents with. a.l esse i ghted,val ue, .thereby .
an XAgedh g ¢ fied basdioniigBas 1o ansie mFoRYnetey with R weight to
adverfisenment .is seen and selected by a user, step,
creajs s weighied vald s e aaiTemeRi pp &5 cprlingdo phe gieadiment of the
., client device that initiated the query, step 360. A
inveptian, th profusct ef the Meighbanddhe Yatp assacisted véfythgener gy anore
advertisenents diSPIayed., 0046] Wile the invention
adveiiserprat oy Kstifiqderithelivied ippsitint ipformariqnyand gpirdssignased agian lexact
preferred enbodi ments, nany variations and
matgl i Usedtatcregtes vuaghied valusdorsack advertisemertiosiep 3Ri | | ed in
this art may be nade w thout departing fromthe spirit
[004Hd sElespecighited yaduds arestsed oncorderdhe tasulf sat/soras itoplagesadvdrtissments
not to be limted to the precise details of
witlyhe igedishiovsighied wduedtefaneadvortiseregnts with inleagsoweighted salody thereby
vari ations and nodification are intended to be
incriegsiri gbie ikelihod thattaimeors pmyficablsf ady¢reisdnreneistseamrand seléctevdiyroder, step
for reordering an ordered result set, the nethod
355¢ it rdosdenggl resuditset iedélivgred anthe nlient dewicei that migtisted s qldry,Sedp 360.
corresponding to a search query; determ ning an
A ubaniof thalclian devicengayf eiect dng of dsuliters®inents displagad. ng a
wei ght associated with the search query; retrieving
[0046)| ueWhils hedhvahwieh hals béenaleecribed aRY iflustrarRt @Eonn@idR with preferred
the result set; producing a weighted value for the one
embdiniehtse mapaeiationsta@dmotiifichtivns bE 1 Be evRfent4s kHdge SR in this art
val ue associated with an itemin the result set and

mayt Beem¥RiviiHouBRpAGh@ e (N dpititthh@scopabife Hieton, #AGhe invention is
thus not to be limited to the precise details of methodology or construction set forth above as

such variations and modification are intended to be included within the scope of the invention.
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reordering the result with respect to the wei ghted

val ues produced. 2. The nethod of claim1 wherein
w@e@dooiing a wei ghted val ue for the one or norBCT/URL0861029556
Wah#ne in the result set conprises: traversing the

result set; selecting the val ues associated with the

one or nore, kb, of y ; [ N

wei ght e QD v a?lu e S&J’g%r n gor{]‘eglgé \%Q%"é‘ﬁ‘t%a gessg%cgﬁng ééleglmg? ﬁm{l?}rés 1ne:

receive f_.cl al . rein )

determ ﬂ?tﬂg‘ﬁg colnﬁe‘;n% ?-Je}llfpror gteg ?lglsrlll g S?tgcro ﬁggpp %%%ﬁ) asgg%mh querys

conpris ' i.fvi. [ in the.result set to be

pl aced ﬁiﬁteklﬂ“ﬁ@g ag)c{)rglgiog}r?glﬂg\nﬁir%er{eﬁté&f esult set. 4.

The neth of claiml1l wherei.n determning an initial
orderi néag%vﬁ%%?gggmsaesfo&a%dﬁ‘élﬂﬁ tﬁ%f‘?@mﬁﬁugﬁe result set
whi ch cont.ai.n t he exact. ter of the received, guery.
5. The TRTRHGE U Parries GHUBPBT Y Ot GRUIFT. g in he rebile set
conpri ses plurali 0 ontent itens retrieved fro
co m) ent P Dé@?'g%g w eéﬁh%e)éﬁéfuﬁg?rﬁlbeoo%for B0 GenEngifrmsdp the result set
.retrieving content fromcontent sources conprises |
iR N oS R e B S5, @M 4B i Aotog age with the search
content itens. 7. The nmethod of claim1 wherein
MeeP@Pf evi ng content conprises retrieving
advertisenents." ji' wherein retrieving

i' i, thM am1ly
cont ent Tf¥dHERE dsptultsdth espeptite (iepightsdvalues prodprednt |
9. The nethod of claim1 wherein retrievi nm% cont ent
conpr i sés Theethed phefaign! pheingrodusing aweighird valug £orike one or
associ ated with the itemof content. 10. The nethod of
moxg| canigRtitelys &t B Fesulb sot c@VPlifgsicont ent conpri ses
retrieving an advertisenent and a val ue associ at ed
wi th t h&2ysies thesesplépt, 11, The method of claim 1
wherein reordering the result set conprises traversing
t he resstlectisgtheaatiepasdesidtedywith thawné or mére itews af ¢onient; and
descendi ng order based upon each itenml s wei ghted
val ue. calculating a weighted value using the weight associated with the received query.
3. The method of claim 1 wherein determining an initial ordering for a
result set comprises identifying items in the result set to be placed in fixed positions within the
result set.
4. The method of claim 1 wherein determining an initial ordering comprises
selecting items in the result set which contain the exact terms of the received query.
5. The method of claim 1 wherein a result set comprises a plurality of
content items retrieved from content sources.
6. The method of claim 1 wherein retrieving content from content sources
comprises using the parsed query to retrieve a plurality of content items.

7. The method of claim 1 wherein retrieving content comprises retrieving

advertisements.
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12. The nmethod of claim 1 wherein producing a wei ghted
value for the one or nore itens in the result
wa@eopniees conputing the product of the wei ght PCT/US2006/029556

associ ag Egianh st dTeiKin e WhefeBf Ririke thg0fteht@mY @birises retrieving
associated with an itemin the result set. 13. A
linkShsbawnd or reordering an ordered result set, the
system conprising: a content manager operative to

retrieve pQIh&RId JricHith AiHeRM reRRNIERSnEREoMBARS Kifleving an item

result set in response to a given query; an indexing

of c&iitdly Qﬁ@@@al%@%@bkeﬁﬁvﬁh‘%hé flrh bE¥tdnt. Nks to content from

content sources and generate a result set in response

to a g! VE n?h%ll’r?ert%d PBRIn? 1 wWillefn r%mg(/ﬁgtcorﬁ%f L&Hprises

operative to store content i1tens and val ues associ at ed

retri%‘égﬁg‘a £l Qng%?md J Jaﬁ[é‘asg%ciéﬁh gmh tﬁ?{/ﬂ?/gﬁﬁ&tnenﬁ perative

etrieve e resu set and app wel ght

assocl at I?dl"hvev! t%o:dﬁgc%ﬁlg b g\/rhrer%f:nerégrggrﬁliggtlﬁ% nglfl}é %& }5'(%? r{Sﬁsetraversmg

associ ated W mor

result set.t.0o generate a.wei,ghted val.ue; nd a reorder
the &St ardPtacfe HERCR W futiRUB bR Futt e TPo R etif RERY

.£¥cor ing to the weighted val ues. 14. The system of
VeI Y3 wherein the result set conprises a plurality

of content_itens..14 wherein the plurality o ont ent
*t ema e B St R bt Prafotetsadhu ey roaRs pag o
13 wherein content sources ﬁre QPer Live,éo store a
mor%ltﬂ?sa'lnit‘?%/re tcé?H\PBﬁSiCQIQH%tH’tgé.CHF‘?.‘%ﬂ& g eiehiAsiRciaqday it the query
13 wherein content sources are operative to store a
recepyed; pigl the yalug aspqoited Wigh et iRt St 18. The system
of claim 13 wherein content sources are operative to

store vh-ubgskasiorregrdegingan prderse resulbset-dhg syple@pompysing:

The system of claim 18 wherein the val ues associ at ed
Wit h i t&eaiteyt magagereqperative to retrieve content from content sources and generate

a result set in response to a given query;

an indexing component operative to retrieve links to content from content sources
and generate a result set in response to a given query.

one or more content sources operative to store content items and values associated
with each content item;

a weight component operative to retrieve the result set and apply a weight
associated with the query received to the values associated with the one or more content items in
the result set to generate a weighted value; and

a reorder component operative to reorder items in the result set according to the
weighted values.

14. The system of claim 13 wherein the result set comprises a plurality of content

items.
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conpri se nunerical indications of profit earned for a
given item of content. 20. The system of claim 19
wob@reidaos he val ues associated with itens of cPEL/E81006/029556

conpr i ses, nipagidiah il calhQas urf tl\PrE ok ccﬁﬁén‘f‘ﬁgné"@ﬁ{br@e

user selects a given advertisene The system of
advé&tiihdehd3 Wherein the wei ght conponent is operative to
cal cul ate the product of the value associated with a

gi ven cp@tmtsggts,mam fmhee@h @ﬁgésgoee&te it diodtore a

given queiy to produce a wei ght r‘the one or

p““5?§%fﬁﬂﬁ$§§5 kdems in the result set 22. The system

er ein the reorder conponent Is operative

to travey gasﬂgerfx P l% il 13t\bﬁeh iff g%ﬂtg ¢ 3&kreds re;jﬁé&ggg{og%)re a

order accor ues 0

plurm{/ 6r 19QLS Q&VCJ’tlthtggn‘tS.

18. The system of claim 13 wherein content sources are operative to store values
associated with each content item.

19. The system of claim 18 wherein the values associated with items of content
comprise numerical indications of profit earned for a given item of content.

20. The system of claim 19 wherein the values associated with items of content
comprise numerical indications of profit earned when a user selects a given advertisement.

21. The system of claim 13 wherein the weight component is operative to
calculate the product of the value associated with a given content item and the weight associated
with a given query to produce a weighted value for the one or more content items in the result
set.

22. The system of claim 13 wherein the reorder component is operative to
traverse and reorder the result set in descending order according to the weighted values of the

one or more content items.
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