
IGNITIONS MEANS FOR A CATHODE ARC SOURCE 

ABSTRACT 

Apparatus for applying a coating of positive io~s to a substrate 
comprises means for generating an arc at a cathode target, means 
for directing a beams of ions emitted from the cathode to the 
substrate, via a filter path substantially to remove macroparticles therefrom, and arc ignition means comprising an 
ignition anode (17, 18) retracted towards a wall of the apparatus 
and movable between this retracted position and an ignition 
position in contact with the cathode surface. Means (19) are provided for storing the position at which arc ignition occurred. 
The retracted anode can be moved to the stored position prior to arc ignition. · 
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