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SHIELD FOR BURI~L CASKET 

Field of the Invention 

This invention relates generally to burial 

caskets, and ~ore particularly to a tran$parent shield 

for a hW":ial c~~~et installable onto the casket shell 

5 permittinq viewing of the deceased but preventinq the 

escape of contaqion, odors ·and the like from the 

casket. 

Background of the Invention 

For years caskets have been employed to 

10 present the re~ins of a deceased for viewing and 

pa~ent of final respects to the deceased by 

acquaintances and loved ones, and for burial purposes. 

Modern body prese~vation techniques such as embalminq 

and the like are employed to prevent decomposition of 

15 the body durin9 the ti~e after Cleath and prior to 

burial when the body is presented for viewing and 

memorial $ervices are conducted. In some countries, 

however, religious practices prevent such body 

preservation techniques from :being utilized. Therefore 

20 it is desirable to provide 
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shield, some-;:itaes terlned a so-called "spirit shield", 

which seals to the casket shell to contain odors yet 

which allows for viewinq of the deceased. And even in 

instances where modern body preservation t~chniques are 

5 employed, it may be desirable to employ such a shield 

to prevent the spread of conta9ion fro~ the body to 

mourners. 

The current practice when f ittinq a wooden 

casket with such a shield is to employ a wooden rail 

10 which is secured within the periphery of the interior 

of the casket shell by attachment to the casket shall 

side walls and end walls. The rall w~ovides a flanqe .. .. . ........ 
or lip or"seat for supporting thereatop the shield 

around its peripheral edqe. Xn order to provide a.in 

15 effective seal between the shield and the casket shell 

walls, double-s~ded tape may be applied between the 

upper surf ace of the rail and the lower surface of the 

peripheral edge of the shield. caulk ~ay be applied 

between the peripheral edge of the shield and the 

20 casket walls. Screws may be employed to further secure 

the shield to the rail •. 

While such a construction is effective in 

sealing odcrs and the like within the casket, it is not 

without criticism. Once the shield is installed i:t is 

·25 not readily removable, if it is removable at all. rn 

many instances in which the body has been embalmed to 

preserve it but es~ecially where the body has not been 

embal~ed as in countries in which reliqious practices 
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prevent embalming and the like i·t is often desirable or 

necessary to "touch up11 the .body f cr aesthetic purposes 
... 

prior to burial. However, once the shield is ins~alled 

se~i-permanently or permanently as d~seribed above, 

5 such touchinq up is either not practical or is simply 

not possible. Accordinqly, there is a need to provide 
. 

a shield for a burial casket which provides an 

effective seal l:letween the shield and the casket shell 

walls yet ~hich is readily and easily installed and 

10 removed so that the body can be readily and quickly 

, .. 
attended to as needed. 

It is there~ore a.~ain. ~~~ective of the 

present invention to provide a shield for a burial 

casket· which provides an effective seal between the 

15 shield and the casket shell walls yet which is easily 

and quickly installed and removed. 

summary of the rnvention 

The present invention attains this objective 

by providin9 a eo~bination casket and shield. The 

20 casket has a casket shell havin9 a pair of side walls, 

a pair of end walls connectinq the s~de walls and·an 

interior. The shell walls include a groove therein 

extendinq peripherally around the interior of the 

casket shell. An elongated sealinq strip is disposed 

·25 in the casket shell groove and has first and second 

resilient sealinq members. A transparent shield is 

rernovably installed to the shell. The shield has:a 

peripheral edqe removably retained between the first 

. ·.·· ·. ·.·.· .·· ..... . .. .· · .. ·.· .. · . I 
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and second s·ealing melnbers of the sealing strip in 

sealinq engagement therewith. 

The sealinq strip "includes a third resilient 

member. The third member is disposed "in the-casket 

5 shell groove and the first and second sealing members 

are connected to the third mem~er. The first and 

second sealinq membe~s are hinsea relative to one 

another by a ~esilient livinq hinqa. The livinq hinqe 

is of a first stiffness and the balance of the sealinq 

10 strip is of a second stiffness, the second stiffness 

being c;reater than the first stiffness. Alternatively 

the livin9\hinge is of a first hardness a~d the bala~~~ 

of the sealing strip is of a second hardness, the 

second hardness beinq greater than the first hardness. 

15 The first and second sealing members include 

respective resilient interlockin9 projections. The 

interlocking projections are configured to releasably 

interlock when the first and second sealinq members are 

moved toward one another, whereupon the peripheral edqe 

20 of the transparent shield is re~ovably retained 

therebetween. 

one of the first and second sealing members -

includes a foam strip thereon whereby when the 

peripheral edqe of the transpar2nt shield is positioned 

~5 between the first and· second sealing members the 

peripheral edge compresses the foam strip by the action 

of the other of the first and second sealing members 

ul'on the shield peripheral edqe. 
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The main advantage of the present invention 

is that a shield for a burial casket is provided which 

provides an effective seal between the shield and the 

casket shell walls y~t which is easily and quickly· 

5 installed and re.~oved. 

These arid other objects and advantaqes of the 

present invention will become more readi1y apparent 

durinq the followinq detailed description taken in 

conjunction with the drawings herein, in which: 

10 Brief Description of the Orawings 

Fiq. 1 is a perspectiv~ view of a casket and 

shielq ~,c;.~ordinq to the principles of the present 

invention; 

Fig. 2 is a view taken alonq line 2-2 of Fiq. 

15 1; and 

Fi9. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2 

illustratinq assembly of the.shield into the casket. 

Detailed Descrintion of the Invention 

Referring first to Fiq. 1, there is 

20 illustrated a casket io constructed according to the 

principles of the present invention. The casket 10 

includes a lower shell 12 having a pair of side walls, 

one of which is shown at 14, and a pair cf end walls 

connecting the side walls, one of which is shot.m at 16. 

·2s Hardware in the form of an elongated handlebar 18 is 

attached to the side wall 14 throuqh arms 20 and 

escutcheon plates 22. A lid 24 is hingedly connected 

to the shell 12 via hinges 26. 

. . . I . 
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Referring now to Fiqs. 1-3, it "1ill be seen 

that a transparent shield 30, fabrie~ted of, for 

example, acrylic, is removably installed into the shell 

12. The shield 30 includes a 9'enerally convex central 

5 portion 32 and a generally planar, horizontal 

peripheral edqe 34 surrounding the convex portion 32. 

'l'he shell side 14 and end 16 walls include a groove 36 

therein extending peripherally around the interior of 

the casket she11·12 which~ as illustrated, is 

10 fabricated of wood. An elongated sealing strip 38 is 

disposed in the ~asket shell groove 36. The elongated 

sealing strip 38 is pre".f;errablj{. .. fabricated of a 

resilient material, for example PVC, as an extrusion 

and includes first and second sealing members 40 and 42 

l.5 respectively. 'l'he peripheral edqe. 3_4 of the shield 32 

may be removably retained between the first and second 

sealing members 40 and 42 respectively in sea1inq 

enqagement the~ewith as will be subsequently described 

in more detail. 

20 Describing the elonqated sealing strip 38 now 

in more detail, a qenerally vertically oriented (when 

installed in the shell 12) base portion 50 has 

connected thereto a member 52 in the form of a rib and 

including nchristtuas tree" type pl:"ojections 54 

25 extending outwardly therefrom for ~ress fittin~ into 

the groo~e 36. The first sealinq member 40 is 

connected to the base 50 via a livinq hinqe 56. Livinq 

hinge 56 is preferably of a softer, less stiff material 
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than the balance of the resilient sealinq strip JS •. 

The material from which the living hinge 56 is 

fabricated is preferably a flexible PVC material known 

as GEON® c7ooo available from the Geon Vinyl Division 

5 of B.F. Goodrich co~pany; Cleveland, Ohio. This 

flexible PVC naterial has an instantaneous hardness of 

70A points and a 100% ~odulus of 650 psi. The balance 

of the extruded sealinq strip 38 is preferrably 

fabricated cf a rigid PVC ~aterial known as GEON® B700A 

10 available from the same co~pany, which has a hardneas­

durometer D of 78 (tJ) and a flexural modulus of 

350,000 psi. The first and second sealing me~..ber~ ~~ 

and 42 respectively include respective interlockinq 

projections Go and 62 which are configured to 

15 releasably interlock when the first and second sealing 

members 40 and 42 are moved toward one another, by way 

of ~ovinq or rotatinq the first me?D.ber 40 toward the 

second member 42 facilitated by the living hinge 56 

hinging the ~embers 40 and 42 relative to one another. 

20 the $econd sealin9 member 42 furtber 

preferably includes a foam strip 70 adhesively applied 

to an upper surfa~e thereof. Th~s, when the peripheral 

edge 34 of the transparent shield 30 is positioned 

between the firs~ an~ second sealing ~embers 40 and 42, 

25 · the lowe~ surface of the peripheral ed9e 34 compres~es 

the foam strip 70 by the action of the first sealinq 

member 40 upon the upper surface of ~he peripheral edqe 

. I 



-8·-

34, thus affectinq a qenerally air tight seal between 

the shield 30 and the casket shell 12. 

In use, the foam strip 70 is first applied to 

the upper surface of second sealing' mel!lber 42. 

5 Preferably, a foam strip including a single adhe~~~e 
.. 

side is utilized to adhesively secure the strip 70 to 

t..~e member 42. Next, one or ~ore lengths of the 

resilient sealinq strip 38 are affixed to the shell 12 

around its periphery by press fitting the member 54 

10 into the peripheral groove 36 in the interior of the 

shell 12. The peripheral edqe 34 of the shield 30 is 

then placed atop the foa~ sealing strip 70, and the 
.... 

sealing member 40 is ~oved downwardly relative to the 

other sealinq member 42 until the respective 

15 interlockinq projections GO and 62 interloek. 

Decorative fabric or the like ao may be positioned 

peripherally about the shield 30 to conceal the s·trip 

3·s and. foam 70. Decorative fabric so may be in the 

form of a 11sock11 with stuffing added thereto or 
20 alternatively decorative fabric so could be sta~led to 

the rim of casket wall 12. Should access to the 

interi.or of the shell be. desired, access may quickly be 

had by simply removing decorative ~aterial 80 and 

pullinq the sealing member 40 upwardly so as to 

25 · disengage interlocking projections 60 and 62 which may 

be repeatedly engaged and disen9aqed by hand due to the 

resilient nature of the PVC material. 

"i ... 
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Those skilled in the art will readily 

recognize numerous adaptations and modifications which 

can be made to the combination casket and shield of the 

present invention, yet all of which will fall within 

5 the spirit and scope of the invention as defined by the 

following claim~. Accordingly, the invention is to be 

limited only by the scope of the following claims and 

their equivalents. 
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CLAIMS 

l. A combination casket and shield · 

comprising: 

a casket shell having a pair of side walls, 

a pair of end walls connecting said side walls and an 

5 interior; 

said shell walls including a groove therein 

extending peripherally around said interior of said 

casket shell; 

an elongated sealing strip disposed in said 

10 . casket shell groove and having first and second 

-resilient sealing members; and 

a transparent shield removably installed to 

said shell, -~aid shield having a peripheral edge 

removably retained between said first and second 

15 sealing members of said sealing strip in sealing 

engagement therewith. 

111111111111111111111111111111 
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2. The combination of claim 1 wherein: 

said sealing strip includes a third resilient 

member, said.third me~ber disposed in said casket shell 

groove, said first and second sealing members connected 

5 to said third member. 

3. The combination of claim 2 wherein said 

first and second sealing members are hinqed relative to 
one another by a resilient living hinge. 

4. The comDination of claim 4 ~herein said 

10 .. , _living hin9e is of a. t:i.rst stiffness and the balancP cf 

said sealing strip is of a second stiffness, said 

second stiffness beinq greater than said first 

stiffness. 

s. The combination of claim 4 wh~rein said 

15 living hinqe is of a first hardness and the balance of 

said sealing strip is of a second hardness, said second 

hardness beinq greater than said first hardness. 

6. The combination of claim 3 wherein said 

first and second sealing members include respeetive 

20 resilient interlocking projections, said Interlocking 

projections being configured to releasably interlock 

when said first and second sealinq ~embers are moved 

toward one another, whereupon said peripheral edqe o·f 

I 1111111111111 11111 1111111.1111 · 
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said transparent sqield is removably retained 

therebetween. 

7. ~he combination of claim G wherein one 

of said first and second sealinq members includes a 

s foam strip thereon whereby when said peripheral ed.qe of 

said transparent shield is positioned between $aid 

first and-second sealinq members said peripheral edqe 

compresses said foa~ strip by the action of the other 

of said first and second sealing members upon said 

10 peripheral edge • 

... : "'·. 
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S... A combination casket and shield 

comprisinq: 

a casket shell having a pair of side walls, 

.a pair of end walls connectinq said side walls and an 

s interior; 

said shell walls including a 9roove therein 

5xtendinq p~ripherally around said interior of said 

casket shell; 

an elongated sealinq strip disposed in said 

10 casket shell qroove; and 

15 

20 

. 25 

a transparent shield removably installed to 

said shell, said shield h~vinq a ~eriph~r.a1 edge 

removably retained by said sealinq strip in sealinq 

enqaqe~ent therewith; 

said sealing strip comprising: 

first and second sealing me~bers 

retaininq said peripheral edge therebetween: 

a third member disposed in said shell 

groove, said first and second sealing 

me~bers: connected to said third member; 

respective interlocking projections on 

said first and second sealing members 

configured to releasably interlock when said 

first and second sealing members are ~oved 

toward one another, whereupon said peripheral 

edqe of said transparent shield is removably 

retained therebetween. 

\ \11\11\ l\ll\I Ill" \ll\I \\ \II\ 
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9. The combination of claim 8 whe~ein said 

first and second sealing members are hinged relative to 

one another by a resilient ilvinq hinge. 

10. The combination of claim 9 wherein said 

5 living hinge is of a first stiffness and the balanee of 

said sealinq strip is of a second stiffness, said 

second stiffness being greater than said first 

stiffness. 

10 
a'••o 

11. The combination of claim 9 wherein said 

living hinge ia .o£a first hardness and tne balance of 

said sealing strip is of a second hardness, said second 

hardness being greater than said first hardness. 

12. The combination of claim 11 wherein one 

of said first and second sealinq members in~ludes a 

15 foam strip thereon whereby when said peripheral edqe of 

said transparent shield is positioned between said 

first and second sealing members said periphera1 ed9e 

compresses said f oa~ strip by the action of the other 

of said first and second sealing members upon said 

20 peripheral edqa • 

...... 
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13. A combination casket and shield 

c::omprisinq: 

a casket shell havln9 a pair of side walls, 

a ~air of end walls ccnnectinq said side walls and an· 

s int.e:rior; 

said shell walls including a groove therein 

extending peripherally around said interior of said 

casket shell; 

an elongated sealing strip disposed in said 

10 ca$ket shell groove; and. 

15 

20 

·25 

a transparent shield removably installed to 

said shell, s~-~d shield havinq a peLipharal edqe 
•: ... · 

removably retained by said sealing strip in sealinq 

engagement therewith; 

said sealing strip comprising: 

.first and second resilient sealing 

members retaining said peripheral edqe 

therebetween; 

a third resilient member disposed in 

said shell ~roove, said first and second 

sealing members connected to said third 

tne:mher; 
. 

respective resilient interlocking 

projections on said first and second sealing 

members configured to releasably interlock 

when said first and second sealinq members 

are moved toward one another, whereupon said 

111111111111111111111111111111 
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peripheral edqe of said transparent shie1d is 

re~ovably retained therebetween; and 

a foam strip on one of said first and 

second sealing members whereby when said 

peripheral edge of said transparent shield is 

positioned between said first and second 

sea1ing l!lembers said peripheral edge 

compresses said.foam strip by the action of 

the.other of said first and second sealing 

members upon said peripheral edge. 

11111111111111 1111111111111111 
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14. The combination of claim 13 wherein said 

first and second $ealin9 members are hinqed relative to 

one another by a resilient iivinq hinge. 

15. The combination of claim 14 wherein said 

5 1ivinq hinge is of .a first stiffness and the balance of 

said sealinq strip is of a second stiffness, said 

second stiffness being greater than said first 

stiffness. 

10 

16. The combination of claim 14 wherein said. 

living hinq~ is of a first hardness and the balance cf 

said sealing strip is of a second hardness, said second 

hardness beinq greater than 5aid first hardness. 

I lllllll llllll lllll lllll II llll 
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