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(57) Abstract: A surfactant which is substantially free from alkali metals and extremely reduced in the redeposition of fine particles
formed in washing and enables extremely efficient powerful washing. A surfactant characterized by consisting of a neutralized salt
(AB1) and/or a neutralized salt (AB2): neutralized salt (AB1): a salt (AB1) formed by neutralizing an acid compound (A1) which
has at least one acid group (X1) exhibiting an enthalpy change of 3 to 200 kcal/mol in acid dissociation and at least one hydrophobic
group (Y1) having 1 to 36 carbon atoms with a nitrogenous basic compound (B) which exhibits an enthalpy change of 10 to 152
kcal/mol in protonation, wherein the group (X1) is of at least one kind selected from the group consisting of sulfo and so on, and
v neutralized salt (AB2): a salt (AB2) formed by neutralizing a polymer (A2) which has in the molecule at least one acid group (X2)
< of at least one kind with a nitrogenous basic compound (B) which exhibits an enthalpy change of 10 to 152 kcal/mol in protonation.
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