
A steam iron with an indicator (32) for indicating calcification. For this
purpose, the iron is provided with a timer (30) for measuring an
accumulated time of use of the steam iron, and means (10) for activating
the indicator (32) when the accumulated time exceeds a predetermined
threshold level. The timer (30) measures the time of use of the steam iron.
The accumulated time of use is indicative of the amount of scale deposited
in the steam chamber (18) and steam vents (22). When the accumulated time
of use exceeds a threshold the calcification indicator (32) is activated to
warn the user that a self-clean action is to be performed. A refinement of
the time of use measurement may be obtained by accumulating the time of use
only during steam generation. A further refinement may be obtained by
correcting the accumulated time of use with a weighting factor which
depends on the steaming rate. The higher the steaming rate, the faster the
accumulation of the time of use proceeds. Alternatively, the weighting
factor may be made dependent on the hardness of the water to be steamed. It
is further possible to make the threshold level for activating the
calcification indicator dependent on the hardness of the water. The softer
the water, the longer the interval can be between two self-cleans can be.
The hardness of the water can be compensated for by means of a dial (34)
set by the user or by a hidden switch to be set in the shop.    


