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UNIVERSAL REDEMPTION VEHICLE CROSS REFERENCE TO
RELATED PATENT APPLICATION This application claims priority to U.S.
Provisional Application No. 60/674,149 filed April 22, 2005, and U.S.
Utility Application NoviiArRssigREbilS bR N Rz &PRO6. herein
incorporated by reference in their entirety. BACKGROUND OF THE
INVENTION The loyalty industry provides rewards and redemptions for
ProgranR WSS REPIMIBNCE AL PARIBIP S TERERGBET oA ATRIKAM

members earning loyalty credits via the usage of products or services

Thin oROUGRHSR $1RBEE diRpANYCIT s mBrTatinTd shenliaioaniyo. 60/674.149 filed

April 27egdemsptigasuEn RaiBrovigerd Mia PWEhasesanAa9 HIaNdad e §a5d06, herein
_ or usage qf a contracted partner company product or service. In these
incorpoisd PiTelEnERHiBHBHE $AkEBlace within a stand alone affiliated brand of
the host company for that industry vertical or with a contracted partner 10
company that maBerIkayROTIEINGFar MEUNYRELDaN For example,
ward tand egemptio s can bégprovidgd to a customer of Hotel b
Srmpany A Tor tel Y HoHT EB My TRIEHCES 85 PRBFETS I bsE: Within
certain petatiorskin betivear thepgrogtaomiearhsrthedoyaliy pirgasdiandiathe usage of

contracted partner company for member redemption. SUMMARY OF "
ProduC B GENTION 1 AL EOTAICl WA ol BB 1 e pFELAHe and redemptions
can be pirvedtibnjadperehis@rovided-arteadd pdintald cystepe comarigingtahpartner
com anindrl%)%lr)étvergié:al re p%i‘on urrl(i)t fror réa%%i égl%a user seltfcted uonetaa/
Panydite v & sefect&d i Sg?r?/ v%rﬁ%lal’; a poi %188%%%%3 firicYor B e ]r]i% a
alone affjliantitprafhpointisedsso clatgdnwifor thetmhoietary saice in thighselecteskted partner
compangn plré(?%y %E‘tlrcfl%lx% goriebdeelrrpﬁ%g Tn\(/i%ts]{%%erri?g%? %S%:ggg}g eg%)%%ﬁge%lrl%t}%%empﬁons

n response to receiving a mption |

can be peovigribing @usernafiiéotaifimiengfdintsito b kadb€mepsand.dn all cases

. selected jndust veqticle' d, a redemption 20, vehicle generation unit for
there i g B e R B e
partner @nudpoading tented esdptipimehicle with the number of points to be

redeemed identified in the profile, the user name, and the selected

industry vehicle, wthﬁng%QqWEmg% vehicle can be

redeemed at any merchant in the selected industry vertical identified in the ‘
Ipregnerdanss wdhsoir vertiest rdcbptivasemiicwntionhdiccomprisddepeirgward point

s ARSI UM DTS 50 B o
in a selefigq, sdpyayticaticphe iprisg9ligstirmpnit for receiving a quantity of points associated
with the monetary value in the selected industry vertical; a redemption vehicle profile creation
unit for generating a profile in response to receiving a redemption request, said profile comprising
a user name, a number of points to be redeemed, and a selected industry vehicle; and a redemption
vehicle generation unit for generating a redemption vehicle in response to the redemption request
and loading the redemption vehicle with the number of points to be redeemed identified in the
profile, the user name, and the selected industry vehicle, wherein the points on the redemption
vehicle can be redeemed at any merchant in the selected industry vertical identified in the profile,
The industry vertical reception unit can further comprise a point balance determining unit for

determining if a user’s point balance meets a minimum balance required for the monetary value in

the selected industry vertical. The industry vertical



reception unit can also further comprise a point balance addition unit for
adding points to a user's point balance. The points can be obtained from
one merchant. The points can be obtained from a plurality of merchants.
The profile can comprise, for example, a user name, a selected industry 5
vertical, and a quantity of points associated with the selected industry

. Vvertical. The industry vertical can include, for example, lodging, retail i
receptiop ek 43R &L RS CapreitaRs PeiitePRlintre didri e hEm Adn s pamtigo a user’s

point baBMRBISFIRPAEING ae1INHIESaGTISe S AHL: TavMehRACKARSS TR A8 URPUSEA from a

. vehicle can be, for example, a magnetic stripe card, a smart card, or a

pluralitycgrimersiAnke dOIRFRIESER SUBREMG ARG presermmveitieiied industry
vertical 1B€I8: ig RS R Methaskiaf PIAVILIRG R EHRMRIQR-Y S BIGIS, COMPERISING:ry
. . receiving a redemption request; generating a redemption vehicle profile in
vertical pandBelde e YamBlRpigs iRsgieiel BlalsgermsliBRsy e glofaLertainment
related RAVHRES] @gﬁtﬁéeéd%ﬁ@,%ﬁaﬂ%@&&mfié@'&@ié@s?@n@ﬁ@%ﬂﬁ&’cﬁ%é The redemption
. . selected industry vertical; generating a redemption vehicle in response to
vehicle ¢gp ‘?sd@wf&mﬁféq%g&%& REBMEPHe? R HBrOvat et with the
number of points to be redeemed identified in the profile, and the points
on the redemption vehicle can be redeemed at any merchant in the
selected industry vertical identified in the profile. The method can further
comprise limiting the merchants 10 accepting points within the selected
industry vertical. The step of receiving a redemption request can further
comprise determining if a minimum balance of points is available to fulfill
the redemption request and presenting an option to add points so as to
meet the minimum balance. The points can be obtained from one
merchant. The points can be obtained from a plurality of merchants. The
profile can comprise, for example, a user name, a selected industry
vertical, and a 15 quantity of points associated with the selected industry
vertical. The industry vertical can include, for example, lodging, retail
purchases, airlines, car rentals, entertainment related activities, sporting
events, sporting activities, cruises, and travel packages. The redemption
vehicle can be, for example, a magnetic stripe card, a smart card, or a
code. In accordance with a third aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a method for 20 providing a redemption vehicle comprising:
receiving a redemption vehicle profile, said redemption vehicle profile
comprising a user name, a number of points to be redeemed and a
selected industry vehicle; creating a redemption vehicle; and loading the
redemption vehicle in response to and based on the profile wherein the
redemption vehicle is loaded with the number of points to be redeemed
identified in the profile, and the points on the redemption vehicle can be

la
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25 redeemed at any merchant in the selected industry vertical identified in
the profile. The method can further comprise transmitting the redemption
vehicle to a user. The points can be obtained from one merchant. The
points can be obtained from a plurality of merchants. The profile can
comprise, for example, a user name, a selected industry vertical, and a
TR AF B OIS SESUARRIHITh o SEIBBILB PRIty FEHIArS 54 method for
providindystedepieal camikleludenfoikexamplentadoingréetaibaurchagesst; generating a
airlines, car rentals, entertainment related activities, spo tin%revents

redemptgih il SRAMIS “ErGRE8LSa i AT S RISt heEderiBtdIPeisige profile

comprisEanbeasdomexamplenhbeagnaiisavipe sanddacsmeareard, elaatgodrlustry vertical;
.Additional advanta% s of the invention will be set forth in part in the

generatipg @ FSASHRIGER VIBIRHSDrRTRYHE 160l BiFRPHRIRS SFqHESInVEfidRading the

redemptibhevadiiatagasied therbyeofioninid kebeealieechanddattamedibyimgangief and the
the elements and ¢ m?inatiorhs particular yfi;t)ointed outinthe 1

point oG BB, TGS B8R IERE A oot (e o Seegied ndustry

vertical desetifif@nantsherdbllowing detdiled descfiption aeegxemdianiapdthe merchants

._explanatory only and are not restrictive of inventjon, as.claimed. 2a . ,

secepting ) o HHRZ9A I ISIBbRI oS BRIEF DESCRIBTION BRphEon reauest

can furtiRAVINGS Tee:astonpahyingi aiawindgsludtichargdincorposatédbic apd ful fill the
rt of this specificatio trate embodiments of the

constitute a . n, ill ..
redemnp) R LGB ot (RE S BTRR LB 6 i T GHE beance
The poinfstbenirvecsbiaimddigiie: loseamxtanplarycopeiratingebyikdnment. froligupdurality of
b Zimﬂow(gﬁrt representin%an exerrfglarx method. Figur ﬁjs v vertical. and
merchacfy e RS BN A o 8 EAPY MAUAOE Fign8 SIS Nigp verical, and o
quantityreppesentingrantedemplaly sokihod infigure watanll $hearelflowchatisal can include,
representing exemplary methods. , Figure 6 is an.exemplary operatin o s
for el iR GE AR BESCRIBRON R T HEINVER TN T Batgfe et ides
sportingtbecpresgrirtitethodsided sydtesaatardistlpseldhand Thscrbeadpiids tehele can be,
derstood tha% this inventionﬁcré% limited Ctlce) specific synthetic methods,

U
T e

In accordance with a third aspect of the present invention, there is provided a method for
providing a redemption vehicle comprising: receiving a redemption vehicle profile, said
redemption vehicle profile comprising a user name, a number of points to be redeemed and a
selected industry vehicle; creating a redemption vehicle; and loading the redemption vehicle in
response to and based on the profile wherein the redemption vehicle is loaded with the number of
points to be redeemed identified in the profile, and the points on the redemption vehicle can be
redeemed at any merchant in the selected industry vertical identified in the profile. The method
can further comprise transmitting the redemption vehicle to a user. The points can be obtained
from one merchant. The points can be obtained from a plurality of merchants. The profile can
comprise, for exampie, a user name, a selected industry vertical, and a quantity of points

associated with the selected industry vertical.



A

particular compositions, as such may, of course, vary. It is also to be

understood that the terminology used herein is for the pin-pose of

describing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be limiting.

15 As used in the specification and the appended claims, the singular

forms "a," "an" and "the" include plural referents unless the context clearly
dictates otherwise. Ranges may be expressed herein as from "about" one

g il tiﬁﬁmﬁaw@tiaﬂdéﬁht%mt'foﬁ%ﬁﬂiﬁp}@,aﬂﬂﬁlgﬁ@}/%ﬂﬁl Whenasbehaidines, car
range is expressed, angther embodiment includes from the . one particular

rentals, GRIGFALMBARK tEF THELAH BLaticIRAF LR <BiniRRA ikh aRtVAllfSs geses. and travel

packageSXPHeSSa6hasdY 2PRQXimAatidNFoPYaseRf thenapiecedentc aaruta’ il card, or a
be understood that the particular value forms another embodiment. It will

code.  pe further understood that the endpoints of each of the ranges are
AslgnifisantboiRdipsclation invheiothen ERdpairir@and fadepandasibrptitiewhich
other endpoint. "Optional" or "opti_onaII%(" means that the subsequently. .

follows QB SUBHE B TS EHEE ) 6Pyt GELERSa AU degra ion wil be

realized AESGHRLIAA PElEes DS tAPCRMWARIg S EMRAt Of LPaBIICURMBIHERed out in the
occurs and instances where it does not. For example, the phrase,

appended HatRs I 15 R LB IRad AL AR RhS T e s IR HEtEMRARRAHhe

followin@aygilsnayaabiemiacessag anchihak neeseriptioadncides kethictive of the

, . processing the hotel transaction and not processing the hotel transaction

inventiod 38/ &/A1BYE is substitution. As used herein, redemption vehicle refers to a
vehicle that can either have a non 30 monetized value or a monetized
value 3 WO 2006/116228 PCT/US2006/015334 The present invention
may be understood more readily by reference to the following detailed
description of preferred embodiments of the invention and the Examples
included therein and to the Figures and their previous and following
description. 1. Methods A. Generally As illustrated in FIG. 5a, disclosed is
a method 500a for providing a redemption vehicle 5 comprising receiving
a redemption request at block 501, generating a redemption vehicle profile
in response to the redemption request at block 502, and generating a
redemption vehicle in response to the profile wherein the redemption
vehicle is loaded with points and the points on the redemption vehicle can
be redeemed at any merchant in the selected industry vertical at block

2a
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503. The method can further comprise limiting the merchants accepting

points within the selected 10 industry vertical. This can restrict a user to

only redeeming points at, for example, a specific hotel chain, specific

WA HABthe like. The step of receiving a redemption reqUES/E&H06/015334

further comprise determining if a minimum balance of points is available

to fulfill the redeBRIDA DRRERIFIION CICWEND PRAMIDNES add points so

asfo meet tge Eningpa%vmnbglggg : Déflf&rgnt %{%g jes ca(f ractice each _ .

step, AlterHatively, & SINGie Sntty Can prabtice cach & ecﬁg?‘%tf%tﬁ&iﬂ?g@gﬂm
specifiratisia st 26 dndmdimentsedthamy ditependsocaihtresdint dinelddrapian, serve to
explaiR AR QLBEEFIANS Jhgprofile can comprise, for example, a user

name, a selected industry vertical, and a quantity of points associated

Wit el 48 Rt fQTHRI S PP e PREA T EFRE M@ istry vertical can include, for

exagmfélg,isl'gg'gjﬁghggtgﬁfyg@ﬁhgggﬁ,egglj@%qﬁgﬁga@als, gntertainment
ated gctlw es, sporting events, sporting activities, cruises, and travel

r S
p?i%% & FHEVEAESEER VLR R exsrila o MsiBifnle, a 20 magnetic
sHipacaid adismelitcasghaataicpde cldwepiedemption vehicle can be a card
that can be ‘swiped." Swiped includes passing through a magnetic stripe
ree g?,glﬁ %\%gree d V"Eée::%c RIS RS R PRa Y ehston vehicle can
bEipursdiralizedemplariopsmatmyandrdomexample with a user name / gift
names. The redemption vehicle can store user information that could be
used for Cheé%én/u?:r identification. The redemption vehicle can be used
to load and r "Bé% %&H@%‘&%‘E’%ﬁ&%@ INVERIHRY jllustrated
irBENG: Bb pdisetosediist mathad:noek Wrpeviting eLedempionyebisiRerstood
comprising. receivin edemption vehicle profile at block 504 and
o A SRR VeTte IR S RO RSSO R WREREHF B ©
particigtiernpieiiivehisicisionaie o fvithrpo ivdsyaridi shdspiibtsund dhesteldBmption

tenninMﬁ%ilfrl@s&f‘ﬂep&{?gﬁ? e g%%%%?gﬁ%; Ihe selected | i%%ﬁf%n 0 and is not

. vertical at block 505. Th comprise transmitting the
mtended e Rfd#giivenicle to a user. Different entities can practice each step.

Alieripativeiie 3pshale @RI EaR RIBSHIER 8BEM S8R shBe NAIsLaNbg « 4ng
ined from one merchant. The points can be obtained from a plurality

13 1 'o t . .
the “6(55 SFOGRF 785 38 18°¢ #1 cPSsBbpre T shetairertiearise The profile can

dempeiseaidiexamipied AdserRame, assiedad jadustny veriicak @Ro@  about”
anotheguarrt}ti{[}f acr)g %glient ssociated with the selected in%tljs.try vertical. The

idUStry Verical canihcliaé, r e AmmpTes iouint retostiramy dpgudes from the
one pagiriitrrs/abay redialso Grtetteinmeit el atdoaivifiedy, spamingleveptsexpressed as
approxﬁﬁgtrigﬂg, ﬂ%g'gﬁh%r&ﬁ&%d%ﬁd‘%%%?L’Q{i ‘%}fﬁt %gslin-(lig%tr%g%{é%ﬂ%n \z{r%h e value

can be, 5 for example, a magnetic stripe card, a smart card, or code.
forms appehes gekistivieve Hicielbhn bghsromderstood that the endpoints of each of the ranges

are significant both in relation to the other endpoint, and independently of the other endpoint.
“Optional” or “optionally” means that the subsequently described event or circumstance

may or may not occur, and that the description includes instances where said event or
circumstance occurs and instances where it does not. For example, the phrase “optionally
processes hotel transactions™ means that the hotel transaction may or may not be processed and
that the description includes both processing the hotel transaction and not processing the hotel
transaction where there is substitution.

As used herein, redemption vehicle refers to a vehicle that can either have a non

meonstized value or a monetized value
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that can be "swiped." Swiped includes passing through a magnetic stripe

reader, RFID based detection, and the like. The redemption vehicle can

be personalized in various manners, for example with a user name / gift
WRAMES 1998 redemption vehicle can store user information faf/EFUfeHe334

used for check in/user identification. The redemption vehicle can be used

tar H@qﬂe&m‘i iDaetiepasit poiniscistood mothercadity Speebtincd toaibesliowing

detaﬂeg]gescrg% ng%uwe ?e t of th?s o%q ttrlon 1\5}:81 Falﬁée% gﬁ le{rsrte%ﬁer]sqg%luded therein

actlva e the re emp Ion ve
and to @iwiﬁttMRmdrthﬁﬁﬂmE‘(mﬁ cehtel)oWiR geocasiBohe redemption vehicle is
theRagliyated for redemption. In an offline environment the user can
contact a call center and redeem for predetermined redemption values.
The ca5xe8gtaiEan authorize the transactlon and transmit the

r t 10 the lei issuar p ter. Th lcle
c%%?tfﬁg H%%Jgfr%ﬁ tj%egj aI%I é@%ﬁ y same n an elglr n‘(TyenIte mn vehicle
COMPIisEECH ikt sSRmboal iswegte hb@@rﬁ@ﬂa&emdtmee@ﬁepmhtm vemcle profile

in respbANENE @t{w&d@ﬂ%m&@t@m%tomq@zswgtﬁ&ea&%é&@mﬁ%%t%e in

example, elite, or preferred, or targeted users, Within these smaller

respongg, (s PIRIHFS R RS Bleamptinperebislp ndader wailonao T aeb ipapiniaon the
redem@iib@xRBRUSHHBOELRIa008 S yRerahants: Hhiagteestablishedertical at biock

s e o SR, O o e v

industt@rmdsmdﬂm%ts patﬁfmsﬂﬁﬂtml eschantaligandoenengagadsta: offe esuppidos wisdtigic hotel

chain, %%%ﬁ?ﬁ?ul} %t %n&’ %?e S%%Fg]efr rgc ertle%? etréggé]%reeg%i tlo}%nher

payment xemp ry Im ntation hérein
comprigealeteamplagyite metimai rb@itexnmﬁaqmmeﬁthéabiemom&@t tttteredemptmn request

and proSURHIOH: EGRmadSadianetant 200 s thding a0 2lopsha, tlﬂﬁ{"fgt%ﬁ? QH&?@S can

the operation of the redemption vehicle software 140 (see FIG. 1). A

practicg ﬁé@@é"ﬂe@@ﬁ%&ﬁ@%%&ﬂ@ TR HGRRA SRS T5E- &%@@@t@é@@éﬁe obtained

from oﬁeﬁﬁeﬁgﬁhn O RGNS AEBMBELHATERNS RGOS o PRHBRIMNATCThe profile can
ents which may include one %r more executable instructions for

compriggy o SRR & SR 16 LS A OrBSekST theupRoie g€ potnts
associa@eltbmattme implemdantatipnseateain Thudedsith rvetheaimne@ﬁdb EfbN RPN,
lodain ih fugctlons ﬁit % be e%f#ted out&u(%if1 I?erner % tgta‘tl 1Qown or5 \E/:\‘/“;;nts
& %68 BB BB 2606 \S:.’ﬁ} 1scussed. |nc |ng Yt rﬁ]aﬁy
sportingauttientlywsdn aed@rwhvd@w@ep’éhmﬁn@empmhe fehotionalitye, ifveedple, 2
magne@é s?ﬁﬂe%pgﬁﬁ%qggr@yomé&@ﬁg @Qﬁ%ﬁggl?gemct@%ﬁ{%e a card that can be

“swiped.” Swiped includes passing through a magnetic stripe reader, RFID based detection, and
the like. The redemption vehicle can be personalized in various manners, for example with a user
name / gift names. The redemption vehicle can store user information that could be used for check
in/user identification. The redemption vehicle can be used to load and redeposit points into
another user’s account,

As illustrated in FIG. 5b, disclosed is a method 500b for providing a redemption vehicle
comprising receiving a redemption vehicle profile at block 504 and generating a redempiion
vehicle in response to the profile wherein the redemption vehicle is loaded with points and the
points on the redemption vehicle can be redeemed at any merchant in the selected industry
vertical at block 505. The method can further comprise fransmitiing the redemption vehicle to a
user. Different entities can practice each step. Alternatively, a single entity can practice each step.

The points can be obtained from one merchant. The points can be obtained from a plurality of
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In block 205, a redemption request, such as redemption request 103 (see
FIG. 1) is received. The redemption request may be received via a
network, telephone, or some other 5 suitable communication media. To
We 28ted % redemption request via a network, a networked RfSEURZHYf/015334
transmit the redemption request using the Internet, for example.
merchaiteridtovelyfik usecompnisgifer thengden ptianeegs) esttected ustpasrvertical, and a
(3PEYESIRPIIENIRNVRAona sallorier.dn, esponse, the gallcenter
anan 1fgpre§sénta}t%e, m‘ay@rgitle{rh%e.rg em%t%ﬁyrré%ulecé} u%si?l reigma%sét%f{r?ﬁ iﬁlo%an include,
for exynpianipdsitgetsial mthessystircamputnt desite aimess echig] 4dtifties,
sportife ASHRIIQRLFEANaSE MR, 1QuReludsiniormalion ide @@%ﬁ%ﬁt%&iale can be,

associated reward account, as well as other information such as name,

for exarppite &mRBIHEGTR DI EoHETRE ARG P offftioHTys asdepraliemiehimagiaeke a card
that caB 162 “ERgseL resap g&i gm@@tai%ﬁ@sm@/ﬂbﬁﬁhgﬁa ﬁ?@w&w&@%mﬂmﬁﬁed
_associated wit esignated number of reward pqints, For example,
dete"%:@ﬁéafﬁé%%i{%r%%? s,ﬁ,e%&ts%‘bvregwf?&wﬁ@?fgﬂaa%, 00 YR risERRE, for
examnhaaiyiﬁmr_i%pnmfddé 4i% radmmﬁﬁmrrdéme}ﬁ_ﬁﬂm %ﬁhi&di_a 3afze$§§eeﬂ‘dﬁl3?mi‘ﬁhﬁation that
coutd ERGRENAIPE, LA CANBSHERLI 9HR0UAG, SRECRURLMIEASS D URI R 4 an
with a certain status. For example, the redemption options can gran
redepotpeidtasdo o thse swisneditentor preferred, status, for example, certain

ivileges such,as an expanded Jist or cafegory of merchants where the
O R S e S B B Sty PR G ey mot
be reqtinedéaertiptioriieptidasman aldochecitbedbin anaoyibigdREve katieiishig 20 center)

VR pﬁ%,@efse%@%&&W@ﬁ&@é@g@ﬁ%{&%ﬁ%@%gy%%%@ ol Syam tl%nfee\é\z/a%{ronment

points may be neede e, or preferred, users. The relationship

the usgysrpceRitsbareylicrenisoitng mdecmdacerensprornedrrdaapivesstibedlin call
center (@iAIhWHRAACIRIGRERAA DI0RH 23R EINAIMNRERISTIRARR QPIRNSCAN REuer

used in granting reward account users that use the redemption vehicle

Procesging HeEn 4bhatrdiHe rdtithen Pariedited o tdsp dtrighierchants. 25
Inblpck-2lamtselsniedsadenaptionontion Jiksselested, gﬁ%%ﬂﬁ%l%egﬁn points.

option 105 (see FIG: 1) is received. As described with reference to

Furthepmerey vidta Satbe petle mpiron tistiorrorhsrpsiFlished: fagisapboailisd ariaraferred,

or targl@dERREREVNEIN TRk OESAMEsatRek siitabladnadia.L2eneral eﬁﬁfﬁtw&f & aliow
account user sends the selected redemption_gption response a er‘viewing
e&pﬁﬁ% & stween

redemptian A R aR R E8eRtRG ks The Prracstafitthes
the poiaption raynpdhidesthe desiete3Msrdanpliomiaveldype-obraesehaat alther

¢ meni{X from a competing merchant, or some other suitable type of
argete ;r:o wiaions, . . o . .
Information. It is determined whether a minimum balance in the user's

rewar endssoRhisyResatd Plerk 220 cAstdescHbadwihselesensedaacksers

210, the redetgl tion options can {nclu&je , .
that choose to stay at their properties using the redemption vehicle for payment.

. Exemplary Implementations
Described herein are exemplary functional implementations of the methods of the
invention. FIG. 2 is a flowchart 200 illustrating an algorithm that describes the operation of the
redemption vehicle software 140 (see FIG. 1). Any process descriptions or blocks in the
flowcharts can be understood as representing modules, segments, portions of code, or hardware
components, which may include one or more executable instructions for implementing specific
logical functions or blocks in the process. Alternative implementations are included within the

scope of the invention in which functions may be executed out of order from that shown or

h
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redemption levels. In block 220, the reward account associated with the
user is evaluated to 6 WO 2006/116228 PCT/US2006/015334 determine
whether the points in the account satisfy the redemption option selected

VY e/ ieR8n  block 215. When the minimum balance is notRGt) stk 15334
210 is repeated. In block 225, the reward points in the user's account are

discugedamienteg sibtherpaintediithentaveld ReeaiyirisstasgehwithipAntalie iMonality
involJ-Q memary st raéqe Slgm nt, decrenjb?ntmtggﬁpﬁ%&nts 5 can occur by
ored pointvaltE FEPINE Aot f')%intvalue

replacing a stored poin acc
reRrEReRting, hecdiffsrencedieivaan Resiamiinokiyalfmandihec, Dis
. redeemed, point value. For example, a stored point value may be 85,000
reCeSBintd S A RSP Ay SHTR RSB 75 1008 BOT s nE e AT s REer
suitab$terechpointiiatunaf 857006 ds ve flacedbmiticdQRRstwGhriskR Lk, a networked
j tween 85,000 and 75,000.-10 A redemption profile is created
wser D R e T R T FRRITHIC <ALt v
may ggseidenaseropiinnveisat e mstioreyehichs thpteshotalthbécenfifjuketerFon

resporR¥aPIG1 HgLerempLanRRofie Mg %@%8&%&%&%%%?1{5& eemed. al (not

points, a translation formula that” transforms th ee poirts into a

showrpeRamfsishie thteeiprampr spirdend MdrendTiS, B Wht redeotptém request may
includéerenations Qtharjdentitine-viaunation withia theredempion, Profile 68y aton

include&a’qﬁ}% name, or some personal message that should be displayed

such a5 Hag. PET T BUOHPER Seicle. For example, the identifying
inteanatom R be Hanry:BitthdayisusamDog QL %H&%ﬁgﬁ %&gﬁg rl?lfagfhﬁclude

user associated with the reward account. In addition, the rede

displagredenipTaRIEI AR TR Ty ing SARsmoR bR Taseetipois. For example,

10,000dentificptnmsyerilioationnhesReniversn readempion vabickerisisad,
4 Ftor example, the redemption ]profj e can include a field that identifies 20
redemiion THER o the VERIE UL thEs ABHREEPBRSLRPI953 STLRGHIBR AN SBFolRS

speciatipatvionrpliessvithitiie sedemptiamyehislex profietis eptionatbhepnfiguted. grant

. dny ' lock 235 can be ¢ leted by a third party. For this
roa L S T o e Pkt =
expandshiisieopeafilecrpoltmerrhahisovbartyhasshons indettiibn inchiclalteratited. In an

aiteme@i@@&ﬁﬂ@&ﬁieﬁﬂ%l%@@&ﬂ%@ 0%991{?%'91%‘%‘9@ IIQ%I %Ugrg%tle {Hg lzge g 150h?hip

Instead of transmitting the redemption vehicle profile 120 to"an externa
betwegpthe SRR smplitheraenice Tonaiserissésvirepatemptiba needed

for elitdbigRRIGCIRRIOTk 23R RORNIBLIehA e damIgR: ¥R TG e redemption
~__Canfiguri % he universal redemption vehicle involves creating a universal
currengy &%ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬂ% & Ef@]tlh‘ﬁ?tﬂf‘rrg P &¢ m%cga;}ém Ednally, the redemption options can be

used in granting reward account users that use the redemption vehicie software 140 other benefits

or amenities from competing merchants.

In block 215, a selected redemption option, like selected redemption option 103 (see
FIG. 1) isreceived. As described with reference to block 205, this selected redemption option
from the user may be received via a telephone, network, or some other suitable media. Generally,
areward account user sends the selected redemption option response after viewing the redemption
options presented in block 210. The selected redemption option may include the desired
redemption level, type of merchant, an amenity from a competing merchant, or some other

suitable type of information.

It s determined whether a minimum balance in the user’s reward account is met at
block 220. As described with reference to block 210, the redemption options can include

redemption levels. In block 220, the reward account associated with the user is evaluated to
6
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defined in the redemption vehicle profile. For example, it includes creating

a universal 30 redemption vehicle that with a redemption value, which

reflects the number of redemption points and the translation formula

I EWEAYHE redemption points and the redemption currencyPGA/TEABGE#F334

configuring the universal redemption vehicle involves applying identifying
deternnformiation the thente trethptionwetinislpibfiledertin aiepitsh ysivarssdly the user in

¢ ign.vehi 2006/116228.RPCT/LIS2006/015334 Turning
Dok R ek A0 s etation of the

fléwistoakt 2801 iEhisedyalian 3084sessenialyihe samarate lowehsasts in the

xcept.that it. inclu additional block 305 and block 310. For the .
o e B BIR BRSSP Boch 23R e poits
can om@wﬁ@@@g@@p@&mi{éﬁ@hl@ﬂ)h@feagmbmmwpdﬁm Ytéte_mé;i:mxﬁing the
differMBE S RIS SBALID he: 3ddedyindhis mplem g}gﬁ?tt'&arl]ﬁé here. ngggﬁ%?a stored

functionality in that the resulting universal redemption vehicle can be

point yalpe guy ba S5uHEP Rririsand aase A enided pisinTs 7 54Aeuits. vit Sttserxample,
the staRArBdRQINENIET aslded iE%P&&%@ﬁi@%t@%&ﬂ%%&if@éﬁ&%}%@ﬁ%5,ooo

g 7§$§(yed to the account in block 310. Points can be added by incrementing
o eward points account in the same manner that the reward point

ABCRUBLISTIEGHOmES ighyl ibge wi -
S AL IPHONR A8 dta usea in

speciipg the st BESGIHOYFTshBapRtB I st the ey Ao enirared; iFiy axample,
the redieiyeharp400-oh anetheialiernative ivtplasariation el theflowehart 200 that

This &owc art 400 js essentially the same as the flowchart 200, except
|

‘ p
trensTRER IPRETHBE HRIRTOAP BB HBE I BRBER 4167 ebPRAUCeRkerprehants, as well
as othdrinfitymthierd eStuéptidmiof higckBRhalivd Rrbighi) oske3 R hak-precedinclude 2

0 is.natr ted here. In.block 405, it is. determined that a filter,
mame, e S L e SRR oeahamg et

For exgaplapplyidentififte indamiptirplacbs Wigre Bhdhdnivensal factemplioply the name
of the ¥RiGle LaRRSMESH, FOr.LXaRRIR: 30 JRMARd RRINLS AGSOUD %?'Bebc%n B}glude
|

Jlimited in the locations (or the industry verpcal) where the vehicle can
other ifeplifying infuimatiopihact Ao amsad wetentHicvericreriinmibu iden dre universal
redempiiieetiicleC-dd OrgOct il 1S SAHARS ph IO AN TRABEHBG: that identifics

" agplﬁc ble mEfrchants can be included within the redemption vehicle
© NSRS €r&ed in block 230. Since block 235 is described with

referencede sl 235?@&&:%&%5{%}&%%%%9&%@%{% fﬁ@%&%\%@ﬁn vehicle

shown, an alterpative embodiment can result by combining the flowchart

profile hEPURRINK STEIRST S withoikeeRRReiTare 4 btp el dlinchn PR ommiietinr a third party.
For thiweiti®dancatienisativem computing device 100 transmits the redemption vehicle

profile 120 to the third party, as shown in FIG. 1. In an alternative embodiment, the

algorithm 260 may include the optional block 235. Instead of transmitting the redemption vehicle
profile 120 to an external third party, the system computing device 110 processes the redemption
vehicle profile in block 235 to configure the redemption vehicle. Configuring the universal
redemption vehicle involves creating a universal redemption vehicle that meets all of the specifics
defined in the redemption vehicle profile. For example, it includes creating a universal
redemption vehicle that with a redemption value, which reflects the number of redemption points
and the translation formula between the redemption points and the redemption currency. In
addition, configuring the universal redemption vehicle involves applying identifying information

in the redemption vehicle profile to the created universal redemption vehicle,
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25 embodiment can include both the reloadable point feature described
with reference to block 305 and block 310 (see FIG. 3) with the filter
eature described with reference to block 405 and block 410 (see FIG. 4).
WYY tiTHEtive embodiment can also include the remaining'5ib&RS /015334
FIG. 3 and FIG. 4 (i.e., blocks 205-220, block 225, block 230, and block
2Bs)niRpnthve tsdlé&ol, Brisvitilpthehate 6 pionsbttirise bludksentinet of the

flowcHERSBHE IR ﬁo%@hm%@?{é'%ﬁé{tﬁmb&@ %{gﬁsdﬂ?& !@5\?&1@9 23? ae';?cept that it

illustrative only, as the invention maybe modified and practic

mcmdﬁ‘if?éﬁ%ﬁ?%h@éﬁiﬁﬁ%éﬁ@ akdd éﬁﬁéﬁa@ ek ﬁf@é@vgwréa qiﬁsmévaw of block 205

throughaqiRg 116 bepsfilceddhtteaniingsessin dduithe MR RS #ENIALGRR Aithed
intended to the details of canstruction or.design herejn shown., It is

whetheh 3Pt EheUd st i E}ﬁﬁ%ﬁ?&%“rﬂ%&}n 16 5 5L BBspabag that the
resultzE@iEﬁkJ&Qﬂ@@ai%@ﬁSﬂ velissloseraheladadyaemadifiedsandsatl SitEReward points

are consmd red w, SCo nd spirit of the i |nv tion. H.
can de %rgmlgr}ﬁm%? hIC#H%\é;I‘ ﬁlﬁs?ra?m%p%Fpogresaw? , de ?fBé‘am‘fs are
applieth m@m @@umweb@aﬂwétﬂclé‘dcﬁww ibethddtodgingeindesing Adedgidgoints

accomiR ﬁgﬁfg‘ Qﬂﬁ@ &ﬂﬁ%ﬁﬂi@t%&%@%%@ﬁ@ﬁ%%g &é& nft%E{ EXRID gfescnbed with

Priority 5 Club. These users can‘accumulate points through stays at a

referengsdgiitorlo e ntnrethlogolafs thengh blask d i dpesilogivig Refarsnvstiod1G. 2,

that deg@[ggéﬁqglgﬁ%;%mrghe Lodging Redemption Card can either have
a non-monetized value or a monetized value (i.e., a prepaid card). Users

canrégiceen jodikts dctusmufredhiot Mgaﬁglsmyslmmwﬁmmtemamn of the
ﬂowckﬁ?tyﬁﬁﬂe ﬂ@%ﬁ&&‘f%ﬂ ?st &s%ﬂﬁaﬁwﬁg%@mm%cﬂ%%@r%}&%gtkeﬁat it

rOVI ded a selection of re emptlon increments listed by value that

mclud%wﬁéé%}?é pgrdde @iy rddeptitn reveribrpbindukersiptgstor block 205
through¥eRUHK IBRE }ﬁ@ﬁ&% t'lfloﬂk?(ﬁ@@%ﬁ%ﬂ%}@.ﬁ@ﬂ&épd%ﬁﬂfb F%E?jﬁgdﬁt@é %éﬁﬂnémeci that
will then be loaded onto the Lodging Redemption Car
a ﬁi‘i@f&éﬁ@@ﬁﬁf U FRRAPITRCTEEIOBa Tl BUSR ATsBRTAY Tulbahaprlying a
filter ceaithtowaids Mhmmamvmmﬁmmgmﬁﬂm@mmmewm@a an
e accel ted fﬁll te association as

e R Lo P E T LA 8 CoCar s Wl MmN e O A gt
can bemcthmﬁbﬁrammm merthrmtechibserEnd approvediayhiepedin block 416.

To hmﬁ’trﬁé’é(i&éaumés EXERRIARIIR Jbt&hﬁgév%@%ﬁ&ﬁ% Rl ‘fﬁcl?cf&%ﬂﬂm the

other hospltallt lodging com anies lanket redemption o

redempfigpiekfie @t@awéﬁwtafiawlﬁ@@m.@xme@naﬁfzaﬁ iadysgrined with

reference to FIG. 2, that description is not repeated here.

Though not shown, an alternative embodiment can result by combining the flowchart 300
shown in FIG. 3 with the flowchart 480 shown in FIG. 4. In other words, an alternative
embodiment can include both the reloadable point feature described with reference to block 3G5
and block 310 (see FIG. 3) with the filter feature described with reference to block 405 and
block 410 (sce FIG. 4). This alternative embodiment can also include the remaining blocks in
FIG. 3 and FIG. 4 (i.e,, blocks 205-220, block 225, block 230, and block 235). For the sake of

brevity, the descriptions of these blocks are not repeated here.

The particular embodiments disclosed above are illusirative only, as the invention may be
modified and practiced in different, but equivalent, manners apparent to those skilled in the art
having the benefit of the teachings herein. Furthermore, no limitations are intended to the details

of construction or design herein shown. It 1s therefore evident that the particular embodiments
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20 A unique feature of the present invention is that users who redeem for
such stays can also be eligible to earn competitive program points or
other amenities and soft benefits at a competitive merchant property and
Witk th& Htfiliated competitive loyalty program. The presenfGhienrfigiss34
also unique in that many competitive hotel programs restrict/black-out
disclosrelrtdiow el ateg bfomrelitedptidnll\With thepreseatinventendd idatethaseope and
spiit %{tﬁila]%%ﬁggnredemption currency. lll. Exemplary Systems 25 FIG. 1 is

lock diagram of an exemplary system 100 for configuring a universal
rébeFystoplahiskverasineligls a system computing device 110. This

ceyios, can fcosive. A redemplanteuost fiom users (ot showdo Te s togging
edemption vehicle can be‘a card, biometric account, voucher, or some
mdustothi risvigaig Reétigie oA Cmd cwitheagebid fiate dwesvbod weint acesamplamijriority

Crub. TeQUESLICAempIan ofRIDISVihindNe LowArd ROIRE AGGANTLIAY SEOTNIY Bheing

redemption 30 request 103. In one embddiment, the system computing
loadedaiifcEha 1odmiag Fedsmetite raticmpHRORCTEGUSS: VibctbRssiehBedemption Card can

cither Aty RRHMENGARS,SY H1MR EPMPLIIAG SeViEe 110, MaYIREeMeIN€lsers can redeem
redemption request 103 electronically. If the system computing device 110

points AECURRHEERI PSS SIWRT FBE)1 T 25 8BRS AYISEA T ERRB 4t 2 specitic hotel,

at anyti@demption options, a user can specify the desired option by sending a
selected redemption request 105. The redemption options are described
irpé?éga‘%éﬁl Bemnidad retelistien 6 @?@‘?E?ioﬁﬁg%%@ﬁ% E@fﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁ@&‘e‘@‘i@e

correspokidl RO AGIbIEE RAMIGIGRFA68 361 d2andsa MRMeR e Bldibdnl PSints in
microprocessoy 112 C@géb%any,special purpose or general purpose

thelr apouuis L PBHERHBIE TR R et Withi %‘bﬁ réS g the

Lodgionitbémetinargetementdkhdtibheumamoryiel emenid fdchooineltdenamyt use the
one pr.a.combination of volatile,memaory, elements (e.g,, random acces,

o A 2y e DA SR SR SRR oy v

that acebptn dmts iy cdReNEI ROMs hated drivise eapd, TDROM, tusedMordlovergdemption

only aﬁ‘@dﬁ@&éﬂﬂ&‘cﬁﬁ'&@%@ étﬂé%el%ﬁ%&%%@eﬁ!%‘Eﬁrtgég%\?@é‘%?‘%ﬂé?pﬁ?ﬁtﬂ%%vider.

and/or other types of storage media. In addition, 10 memory element
1T careinalaadistnibutedarbhiteettice]avhdre yatintiscotnpdoepitslarelodging
Rialsd, remete! Ii IE0E ”9?5'1% ta?#tl &i?% e hant
S e 115 s B SR e oo CaErY LT ey merchant a
any inghe or more separate programs, each of which comprise one or more

code seaments, aich,ate an erdered liting.of exgoutable, nstctions.for, u,
imp‘]llélr%en ng foglca flinctions. Th the examp?e 0 1, ffie Software i
be eligihls 16 amemonpditinemp fbtincodes aoperatitgssystentt brsefits at 2

compeﬂﬂgg(@a%ﬁaﬂ)g‘}%ggﬁ);ﬂd ifedenation competitive loyalty program. The present

invention is also unique in that many competitive hotel programs restrict/black-out certain dates
for redemption. With the present invention all dates are available via redemption currency.

I1i. Exemplary Systems

FIG. 1 is block diagram of an exemplary system 100 for configuring a universal
redemption vehicle that includes a system computing device 110. This device can receive a
redemption request from users (not shown). The redemption vehicle can be a card, biometric
account, voucher, or some other suitable vehicle. A uvser with a designated reward point account
may request redemption of points within the reward point account by sending a redemption
request 103. In one embodiment, the system computing device 110 may receive the redemption
request via telephone. Alternatively, the system computing device 110 may receive the

redemption request 103 electronically. If the system computing device 110 presents the user with
9
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vehicle software 140. The application software 117 is executed by the
microprocessor 112 in order to perform task specific operations of the
system computing device 110. The redemption vehicle software 140
Wiéelyaa 56838 software code segments that are executed by teT/US2006/015334

microprocessor 112 or another device for configuring a universal

redempederopiion, eticteat bigc) seftvdredisizschipechiing areidetailvdtuption
refere ta the flowcharts described previously. ti:e. stem compuli

s O R R T o R S TR e
rddersystion eptipriitgSethes il éropyopekgisralb Rigpingdiser &tk andtiomemory

eleme}f{aﬂﬁ!eﬁfé'%@f_ i 8131'3"(%&%9 lfﬁec,%.tr?b% ﬁ?%&@&?@%ﬁ%&%‘&% fg’[%ljfz 'gf:% rOcessor

|

grocesses involved in creating the redemption vehicle pro
capabigd HBSHIE deransiviel poreva e tofimiee storgd Apdhamereispigiontd34. The

memoYEBisteeRr ofileci g aledrther SHIRm GRAMPUHOG HBYICR 1A CRents {e.g.,
transmit this prozile to.an external device, such as a_vehicle

o B GHA BHRIG A CH e GO ASHEReHY M TedpoTied tBtagaflg T remory clements
(e.g., ReidénRidien ivetidieverafje, TRV e Maivfactot| NBeMRENIRELaRnt 114 may

. actually generate a universal redemption vehicle. After a universal . . .
o R B T R B e i g gom. e
memovettizats! Mdustmhwesticdirdancdhetcétoaging aetatraidineppansentak sitnated

remotSRSAIMEALIELA8E ACUMISS SPRING SYSULS, SROing aCtvies, or

some other suitable industry vertical. Because the universal redemption

veéhictalbams v gysaohy oheesus Thd ol inenieass guUseraRenamte nTagiates, each of
whichREHSi48 Qnedngdsioueical and-gplaerdga Neing thetniyersaliape

, redemptjon vehicle in a combination of industry verticals, within the same
mstruqReRTSEy VRHRESEEP@Rscal irftions Varther<aonigoiid6s haby seftware in the

memoRYGTetukn? 006103 5d 3dah @ EXEIgstark SEF MBRYI RESUHIRIROINS dRBredemption
iversal redemption_ .

. _,reward accqunt.assocgiated with a hotel hut use the u
Vet o U CRLCTSIRGAT o g AN Bt TSRy 112 i
order telpernionn 14sk sherredepeptionyehicte sofiwacenitbhedevhe $tdretiendalemption

hiclSQURRUters ! I ium.. In.th ntext of this document
vehici QSRS THRAHBRIS TIRE LMl M B OGOl hIP RORUIIGR Bne e,

micropsepasAinidater propandesicofon arsporinge proyrms folametiby velilgle. This
softwaFORNREHIRWHDNHIS ASHHHRD XSGR BYSIRM ARG R LARYICE Y.

The computer-readable medium can be, for example, but, not limited to,

2 DI SYRbTHE CrRahER Ditichl darsehoniag redruniivaisguest 103 and the selected
redemSEFRICOMELICHBT BNSHERRo MDD 2 HEMESh OFREIRAAA NS AU MR can

; spegdfic texam‘?%geﬁf (é;lf%on-exha stive list) of the 10 computer-readable .

create FRRTIRLOR T MIETIEE Tt b ARCEIS R BB e el crotEp ton
vehicle profile 128 are described in detail with reference to FIGs, 2-4. After the redemption
vehicle profile 120 is created, the system computing device 110 can transmit this profile to an
external device, such as a vehicle manufacturing machine (not shown). In response to receiving
the redemption vehicle profile, the vehicle manufacturing machine can actually generate a
universal redemption vehicle.

After a universal redemption vehicle is generated, it can be used at a host of industry
verticals. Industry verticals can include lodging, retail, airline, car rental, entertainment related
activities, sporting events, sporting activities, or some other suitable industry vertical. Because
the universal redemption vehicle can be used in various industry verticals, a user may accumulate
points in one industry vertical and get services using the universal redemption vehicle in a

combination of indusiry verticals, within the same industry vertical, or another industry vertical.
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having one or more wires, a portable computer diskette (magnetic), a
random access memory (RAM), a read-only memory (ROM), an erasable
programmable read-only memory (EPROM or Flash memory) (magnetic),
Vith2etib&Pber (optical), and a portable compact disc read-oHINF/ BRI GHSI34
(CDROM) (optical). Note that the computer-readable medium can even
For exbegime pepeaniaauandihaicsuiiab erewesiluncaperavbich ey RIODRBIBI iISut use the
teﬂ%mT%% Program.canbe electronically captured, via, for instance,
. ? O aITlIne 8EIV

. ri
univess : . .
Vecs)’\ptlr(?a scanning of the paper or StREr medium, then compiled, interpreted

pﬁ@th@iwfé@ipmemiﬂﬁa thaitabtemalmenif Hetéssanysaptioheshiileradiware
140 o4 58 GOMMPUIEY (BRIDAN. 130 LEI0RRE 1AL WAL RAPLAY S o

. comprlsgﬁ an m_dusgry vertical reception unit for 20 receiving a user
compitsitadaRs madinatae bs asatsansdhwidastppveiticsibre, poimmooieetigmopagate,

or trarldpir{@hc iREEIMINGR BAVILY Bf RalisBaSeRARIMIh (e reonetary walue
in the selected industry vertical, a redemption vehicle profile creation unit

EPPATS (B YA g & HPOTIR A A RSHIOR GehRie G amtlerPthmebRmited to, an
electrdoadinggtie profilesdriie@roadempion ¥ehicieny Bﬁi@@ﬁdﬁ&cﬁ@iﬂﬁ:ﬁ[‘aﬂéﬁxams,

devicar%de% %io .vehicle can redeemed ataél erchant in the selecte
K thaebion s anahy et B S e

Compﬁ@mmlalp@ﬁﬁuﬂngiaim@kdéwm ihlhgvdm_g’t far ctietermi mméﬁams(er'@mm)
navinPGIRRESERESIEA DRI balanes et o g e valuen, he

1C ACCeSS ISmQ
selected industry vertic ustry vertical Teception unit can-also Y

(RAMy AFRA SHATRSER A YIBRDBakmeesabidio e uninfobladelifigpointstors (RBREM or
Flash ﬁ@t’%mm@ﬁ% ROMRiLanbe ohtained.irg EP&Q&&T&%?{}&%JJ‘%&B%@

can be obtained frgm_a plurali%li of merchants, The profile can 30

memogy (LRGN (oplicathy Note (gl the osinatiseReadal mergdiryn et xsndisgane paper
or anothensiitytdf peifitsnagsaciated withie.selegiestindusity, ¥articabahe
oot indu[?trg v§rti%al can include, for example, . lodging, retail purchases,
cleotrogi ettty SopEr e VA S A PL S BB RSP 0 et om, thn
compibgioﬁi&aga@@&ﬂieﬂhemﬁse@;@%dsm paickdgasnbbei fedempionyetteltsored in
a mmﬁﬁ&lﬁ%ﬁgg ‘>_<ample,_ a magnetic stripe card, a smart card, and a code.
The redemption vehicle can be a card that can be 11 WO 2006/116228
P@m@@@wmwdmméwstmm@ﬁ@mmmmmgeneption unit for
receivil AONRNGILIRG Eﬁé’:{%ﬁﬂ%@e %ﬁ%@&%ﬁ%@@sﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬂ'E%o}%g%oﬂectio unit for

redemption vehicle can be personalized in various manne r example

recelVijpgh GHEY RS GHEcRAtESY iFhEraaRiRgrO NaRhieIh e aplestefendsstry vertical,
a redertffosmadion dhas eRUthe-nsad for chRekilp/Meriddentiicatian Hs: venicie
generaé%%%ﬁ%%lc%’a%%%?&%%?o%?@ %?1%(9 at (r)elc%?r?ptaigg V[‘glgg eomsrklltezpeci)zlzn ‘;[I?elgo?n?s on the
redemption vehicle can be redeemed at any merchant in the selected industry vertical, The
industry vertical reception unit can further comprise a point balance determining unit for
determining if a user’s point balance meets a minimum balance required for the monetary value in
the selected industry vertical. The industry vertical reception unit can aiso further comprise a
point balance addition unit for adding points to a user’s point balance. The points can be obtained
from one merchant. The points can be obtained from a plurality of merchants. The profile can
comprise, for example, a user name, a selected industry vertical, and a quantity of points
assoctated with the selected industry vertical. The industry vertical can include, for example,
lodging, retail purchases, airlines, car rentals, entertainment related activities, sporting events,
sporting activities, cruises, and travel packages. The redemption vehicle can be, for example, 2

magnetic stripe card, a smart card, and a code. The redemption vehicle can be a card that can be
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The invention has been described above as comprised of units. This is a

functional description. The function can be performed by software,

hardware, or a combination of software and hardware. A unit can be

WS RErdware, or a combination of software and hardwiF&/UBp@6/015334

units can comprise the Redemption Vehicle Software 605 as illustrated in
“swipEd G Sovipd tlekeiibedsdin bbiowe T henunitsicao repiise RFCDBMELH&8d ion, and
o 1> ASUALSAOG, 9 200 deserined halow, G 015 2 plogk dagra.

TUSErAting an exemplary Operating enviroRMant or pertorning Shggple with a user
name (@6l osedariBthoeicTit exahiplanaoperating enbinpativerthis cotjdar used for check

in/useP KRARE A A IRSHALNG (5 VERNTOBM B AJSNGLIPARER D MAYRE S0,
limitation as to the scope of use or functionality of operating’environmen
anothef Bt Neither should the operating environment be interpreted as

15hayina@nyide Beareneyiarasvsement selatings IAVIANG OF functional

.combj atté‘)fr{]t of components illustrated in the exemplary operating

descripfion H e AR BB AR B0 SR TS Rl it A Err B ARAS OmaT Qe pksaftware
and h@&«pmf_ wmpmimmel ,Emmmﬁl NG SYVLIFLRMGFUTEES R and hardware. The
. configurations. mples e WnN CQ utl S s_tems R
umits G B o S e P DA TR G, G daerived
belowsybternitsndmrethpds2@ solpder 1601 aselhotlimited BHGpé rsanddeoibudlieksy.
S r . i |processar systems, Addition )
SO O R A, AR Y A
the disedasre s, mmﬁc@mﬁgl@nspmeﬁﬁﬁ&m@immmmm lsesteaple of an operating
envircBBRUEAGs SRVIFRIMENS %&ﬁ%ﬁﬁrﬂ%ﬁﬁ%@ﬁ%\@ SIS QL functionality of

devices, and the like. The method may be described in the general
OPeTalg TRV B BEh BB ST StOMST SheHbib ey Hrot p FiBBIRY Hsdmigproted as
havingxecdipehbyna;conmgities{eaneratly pyegramemosiHesnehads rFoptiRgsnts

nents, data structures, etc. that perform

. rqgrams, objects, compo
ﬂlus*r%%?rﬁ%u aerétxaesré%fo in?ﬁf%%%’@n?lﬁﬁ%@ﬁfgr abstract data types. The system
afigermethod amayealperiépabotitedinedist ibiite Geaamipuipgse oY ¥ERMEMS0se
hete dasks ar rfarm remeote processing devices that are linked
o e L A L S B o U bysems,
envIropriksn et profearrinrsdbie s180 taayibiblivfatest inidotheleratanad method

includEEMPIRCOM BRI RS e i naidi @av@ﬁmg{yu%é%qggﬁog%%&,m&

method disclosed herein can be implemented via'a general-purpose

multipERGERS iR (R ceddibgne isransics BsHpute oD oTRR BREIEHBHE sPaTamer
electroe@¥| @B RTAMIRCIbAPuRI, eI Pin KRG 00N B IIRIEBIRGRARROMS

enviroJEBLOCESSINg UL 603, syslem memory 612, and g, eystem 12 WO

The method may be described in the general context of computer instructions, such as
program modules, being executed by a computer. Generally, program modules include routines,
programs, objects, components, data structures, stc. that perform particular tasks or implement
particular abstract data types. The system and method may also be practiced in distributed
computing environments where tasks are performed by remote processing devices that are linked
through a communications network. In a distributed computing environment, program modules
may be located in both local and remote computer storage media including memory storage
devices.

The method disclosed herein can be implemented via a general-purpose computing device
in the form of a computer 601. The components of the computer 601 can include, but are not

limited to, one or more processors or processing units 603, a system memory 612, and a systetn
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bus 613 that couples various system components including the processor
603 to the system memory 612, The system bus 613 represents one or
more of several possible types of bus structures, including a memory bus
W& Mehidigecontroller, a peripheral bus, an accelerated grapR{cEaf0cARa34
5 a processor or local bus using any of a variety of bus architectures. By
bus 61WaaDE@wden ple]sucysechitectowresisancindlug ¢hapinsusirys@landed dystem
memo@ﬁ?ﬁt'ecture (ISA) bus, a Micro Channel Architecture (MCA) bus, an
nhanced ISA (EISA) bus, a Video Electronics Standards Association
(VESAFaeans ¢ 3anpres@ériparanusnb srianel ntssddntigets (PO dwosturss,

inclndISQ KRAWR %%%@@%@Mle{@?%e@ﬂdn@[ Qfﬂﬁ@@eﬁ:@ﬁ%ﬁ@%ﬁi@éoﬁ, and

description can also be img%emented 0 over a wired or wireless hetwor

a PLOCESARETIRGA! B HiE B10hIrER B EAs sHEbirduEs TRy Wa¥ e stiempiansuch
archit@i8e:be-iMPIAME BT QMEN BWHEH DA WITRISRS N0k LoD NEEHO DRG]

..each ubsystems, in in rocessor 603, a mass storage
e GG N B S0 kot G REeipER VBRI Soie Bos,
Associdtiter GUESA nietabisksadabteP S8 esy STempmemdiybdchratts| (IpCH) Guiptib known
Interface 610, a display .adapter 609..a dis vice 611, and a huma
= o M B e R R L B omented
over agorpytingrdesicusveii adnesatiophsichily Sp arattell bratiossctrhadidd

dcscriﬂh@%ﬂ QH@‘B@ ﬂﬁﬁﬂ!ﬁl&{éﬂ’d@&%&%&ﬁ’@ﬂ%@%@@%&%ﬂﬂ cgﬁ%&%ﬁ?gnd each of the

system. The computer 601 typically includes a variety of computer
subsySHER B RRINEHE RS SIRITTHEFIBS camase BosrenAfabrdfife mopriniige system 605,

RedenfRReseilR0XING 500061856 @b and dnchitesHathomlatiaanth2ry 612, an
on-vqlatile media, removable and non-removable media. The system
Toput HEo

Bhiilod S R TR SR & RE ATK B Fdrmitsh 4 BRatig machine

interfamaiftiryyrsbie boastantio ithRceessr iMe s @Eyn (IR AN e dkfioss \G1lalig ¢ at

. mory, such as read onl mor (gOM - .ne system ory612 .
Pt o B LR P VS R Stk St o s
distribiséretitrgrsystem 605 and Redemption Vehicle software 606 that are

im%@i%%%;%gg@&%ﬁ&%% Q%@éﬁﬁ(?{‘ébixs%%@{?%g&&q ONEN: NG ch media

processing unit 603. Thé computer 601 may also include otﬁer

can be @iy avaiitbimBreiariol dorecsrsibla &mihs- v &hpuddndisiedw nadlaiile and
non-vdBYiWaY-efexamRin Eia Aollystiatasa Mass SiUageseHies 694 i udes

can provide non-volatile storage of computer code, computer readable

compulSEfRatAR e e o et B Ba R OB B Rt AR dasForameery (RAM),
and/or @ompolteli6Qiknfoay exanyesA slagmstarngREMcTEe Sodaandae s, bard

spica SRR B NP L <00 BT LR S Ehy G cosem 605
gnetic'storag ICes, € ;
and ReGapROMY digifalseérsati 6 (diskat are immediately accessible to and/or are presently
operated on by the processing unit 603.

The computer 601 may also include other removable/non-removable, volatile/non-volatile
computer storage media. By way of example, FIG. 6 illustrates a mass storage device 604 which
can provide non-volatile storage of computer code, computer readable instructions, data
structures, program modules, and other data for the computer 601. For example, a mass storage
device 604 can be a hard disk, a removable magnetic disk, a removable optical disk, magnetic
casseties or other magnetic storage devices, flash memory cards, CD-ROM, digital versatile disks
(DVD) or other optical storage, random access memories (RAM), read only memories (ROM),

glectrically erasable programmable read-only memory (EEPROM), and the like.
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(DVD) or other optical storage, random access memories (RAM), read
only memories (ROM), electrically erasable programmable read-only
memory (EEPROM), and the like. 13 WO 2006/116228
WECT1%/35%386/015334 Any number of program modules carfbd/SAe6YA334
the mass storage device 604, including by way of example, an operating
sy&stg mmﬁ%ra;rf@ﬂagdﬁmnﬁmﬂéd ehidie sofed arethOhabaabrafdlieveopai®ijngclnding

and Re m cle ftwar r com
bywa%e eo%rj ay indl qm Q Yents o ﬁ%le rcg1 an lr%zfn% ggln tﬁogﬁrmc?egrﬁg%%‘?h of the
operawmw@w@mw@emm@mm@n @ﬁ%@%é@@emmmamdna@eﬂ may
mcludé%‘!éﬁ?ez@u@%f@étrﬁr Eg A e SMorekinanyhop &gﬁ%&%@%@ﬁ?ﬁa 607 can

known in the ar ples of such databases inc

also bﬁxﬁa@é&ﬁﬁ(iﬁ?%%@é%gtomﬁ@ﬂ%’méﬁé@f@é%@a@m@r@(ﬁ}i MPBQI, one or more

databé?%ﬁﬁb@@@é—t}@rbgtﬂﬁéﬂﬁ%iéﬂ& Qﬁ&@@ﬁm&qﬁ&@@m@@zgﬁ&&mﬁ@ Access,
d across multiple systems A user_can enter commands a

o IG el EHE?@éiP\ﬂ%%ﬁsi%u%%%ﬁéélkfo%%fié%%@ﬁﬁ can be
Ceﬂﬁaﬁﬂnpmmﬁﬂﬂdmmtmiﬁm&mlude but are not limited to, a keyboard,

pqinting. device a "mouse’), a micro S'[I a serial port, a.

e S e LR R R IS
(not stheprdbesgiey ofmed yid éehiﬂwanciué@mn‘eamteoﬂdemteﬂ)ﬂathdtaﬁboard, pointing
dewcec& Iead AQOHAS"‘?VQ?‘{S{H(%%QQ% 35 Q&Qggngﬁ C&%Qa%%e?%%r 'ﬁ'{[e % hese and

bUS structures such as a ara pOI’t g e pOI’t ora unlversa
other @@ﬁéﬁ%@ee@gsye Touncgisp ey laerieecsins sat #Eb e coines mactinhaterface

602 th8YRRRANUS BB MR BIRrAGe HELIGR AR @ogmk@a{ BHlBRIE R4 and bus
computer 601 can have more than one displa aEter 609 and a

Smt%?nﬁiﬁéﬁ%w@#h%% BGRE RAENCS AL 84 Bor example,
aslisiphayydrvice CBNCRE Asinanitancanrd R dguichGistabRisnialt@fade, such as

. ddition to th d 1, oth tpyt heral
o i 0 R T A G SBERBr FTOL RO S0 e
compypeinib (aotalown)yavhictpoadibd gofvastédtofthrecampetedtlayidevice can be a
.60 t tworked
o IS O SO0 AR R

other GénitesreivsablevRysway wtbdarvpimoacraorh compakienyg tevigwvoarehéa
printed RETSRRM CORALISH ROLRRIL- COMRHIR L ARELY 8513 IO HIB L B BEW ke rface 610.

computer, a peer device or other common network node, and so on.
LSBT e b R RTEE MR E SO BB OB AU sdAsetal comnections to

one orGRAPLEING R Gl dadicsan NeyRaEe wias afegahpiesaneiRtie Mg device

b and a neral wide are network (WA uch network conpections can
ol DAY ﬁ%ﬂi’é‘fﬁfoﬂ?‘& B&W@B@r& ﬁﬁ%ﬁb&raat&&té%ﬁ’é’éﬁﬁ%@“t@f a peer
deviceimplgrrentechim bettraireddanahdivetesd egivilonmentsorS belveen the computer 601

and a remote computing device 614a,b,c can be made via a local area network (LAN) and a

general wide area network (WAN). Such network connections can be through a network adapter
608, A network adapter 608 can be implemented in both wired and wireless environments. Such
networking environments are commonplace in offices, enterprise-wide computer networks,
intranets, and the Internet 615.

For purposes of illusfration, application programs and other execuiable program
componenis such as the operating system 605 are illustrated herein as discrete blocks, although it
is recognized that such programs and components reside at various fimes in different storage
components of the computing device 601, and are executed by the data processor(s) of the

computer. An implementation of Redemption Vehicle software 606 may be stored on or
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networking environments are commonplace in offices, enterprise-wide
computer networks, intranets, and the Internet 615. 30 For purposes of
illustration, application programs and other executable program
WORMPBHEAS such as the operating system 605 are illustrateBGTEFSRYME 15334
discrete blocks, although it is recognized that such programs and
transnaitictpanentsorasifiena by asinpsitimesiibldiffedint Giarpger PSR Ofan be any
...the co ting device 601, and are executed by the data processor(s) of
3‘“113%%18%"'6%% ggﬂ%ﬁ%’?ﬁ g?ﬁg%ggﬁgﬁ%? eer'olemption Vehicle software 606

mﬂyetpe_ostmm ofitbe disolu@OEBII] 6208 E@’fdmm@ﬁ;ﬁﬁﬂaﬁlcomponent& The
disclol @SR 9§ﬁe§9ﬂ%‘%&%%9%88£?ﬁ%‘?ftJ%ﬂ%@@xé&%dé’é%gucﬁom,

readable media can be any available media that can be accesse

such a8 gRNSIREY PRElBFOREBS IR ST e HiRRTCECRORPIBEEEE profentdaTiees bjencrally,
progra0 iMAIS:E HRRBRBISyTibe . AlisCloseskmstbadmayhe.dessHber:indne s
tlﬁ‘]eneral %ontext of computer-executable instructions, 5 such as program
S i S R G EERATS BY ‘BT BF HBIE e ititicrd B 2B tar lsiAcaos. The
disclofsémextityl, nprogiarbapediies inclide eam pudet OOiB dDEINE s REQARAMBSments
bjects, components, data structures, etc. that perform particular tasks or
e e Y L s B T A R P gL D BEROER ey also
Commbeimmmmiﬁ}baﬁmmmmwwawrinpuﬂn@,mu'gmmmm&slesllﬁeﬁebe _
locate AR SoLATIATRGAY JAMAIENiBERRINO AR A APk RNAN
al0 stribute

communications network. In a di comptting environrrient,
prYgHEBIEREs Ry Been dearebichibethiteetpand theprestsred mpbrdiments and
speciffSiagp it ia aludingMemone: storras drvicas: WhilehisinYeRtiMrticular

as been described in connection with preferred embodiments and

h M » .
embodiments sebianty sl FEREEiREHE Bttt SREpe Brih Pmeete hpdtustative

rather limatteektadihe: particular embodiments set forth, as the embodiments
ather than

herein are intended in all respects to be illustrativ r )
O S BB B B PR AR JIETA 6 By RO borein
be conanyatheteghsetgdrth teseips hepeofostiud thasspeddicingithaiits stépgievhere a

methoﬁ%ﬁ%%%si[}o% f&gaﬁ!tgf(“r% %e gtile%%&r% %g g@ll};g?&{%%g p;lgg cg)trtfp Qsi(iol?l }g é@g gg ?V%llgréafise

_hot actually recite an“or erto be follow
specifispbrifietahin thectldhnther cetenddimsdberiptciepihize théstipiéedre tospesific order,

it is ndIFMLH (D GaRRGG SrESH 2OILIRAAWAY, %E%Q&?%Iﬁé‘h@ﬂ@f&e&g%ossibie non-

inferred, in any respect. This holds for a%%pssi_ble non- express basis for
eXprespashy SRS HPR At Oh P raiRgeRBgie MRt S foeErs AimpgEIREReRTof steps or
operat FIRATION;QARHERANIQI,: DIIf-HAE BRIAth AeFh @e:HO AR BaHSRhtion; the

numbe? r(g_at%%agifo 8?]1%[) ilxjr?c%t%a Ieggxﬂggg in the specification.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various modifications and variations can
be made n the present invention without departing from the scope or spirit of the invention.
Other embodiments of the invention will be apparent to those skilled in the art from consideration
of the specification and practice of the invention disclosed herein, It is intended that the
specification and examples be considered as exemplary only, with a true scope and spirit of the

invention being indicated by the following claims,
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number or type of embodiments described in the specification. It will be
apparent to those skilled in the art that various modifications and
variations can 25 be made in the present invention without departing from
the scope or spirit of the invention. Other embodiments of the invention
will be apparent to those skilled in the art from consideration of the
specification and practice of the invention disclosed herein. It is intended
that the specification and example§apn%considered as exemplary only,
with a true scope and spirit of the~nvention being indicated by the
Whiollowimgtlaims. 15 Claims What is claimed is: 1. A reward point system
1 com}prgé,g : a?n'rsldsl%ésr%r)é \{gr}{'ggg,reception unit for receiving a user selected
) mone?aryv e ina selected Mdustry vertical; a point collection unit for
receivingnargsraniity ref pamntaréistoo ciatedhwithsthedmanetary-tugl ugda ithe
Se]eg@l&&tﬁgt;pq,g[%g%vertical; a redemption vehicle profile creation unit for
generating a profile in response to receiving a redemption request, said
profileccurmpiisiteg eniidermamiaga aumbeodfpointsstolisedredemadncand
vah® Selecied-industinyedigal; and a redemption vehicle generation unit for
generating a redemption vehicle in response to the redemption request
and3&xamRiitRe Yaigepiofil T iraRnsl enfiittr graRimb R POfiFotesre R to receiving
a refRaipeesidentifiedriditherprofilag thesdsampamemdbhtheiselecteedeemed,
anandustry.vehicle, wherein the points on the redemption vehicle can be
redeemed at any merchant in the selected industry vertical identified in
the prEftEIPHOT Mg esRsTaR IR QUSRI e FRIGER{ PertitslerBosprisse to
the Uedbfpibe reQrIprise Soaipimbalanos: de temniningunilandsée mnipings i@ be
user's point halance meets a minimum balance required for the monetar
B S L O R e
poikfedhdufstisismartienl Yateption bniteisames comipriseshapbirntbarises industry
veraddition: Britdanasding points to a user's point balance. 4. The system of
claim 1 wherein the points are obtained from one merchant. 5. The system
of claim 1, wherein the indu_strg/ vertical is selected from the group
2. Cong“ig:ﬁﬁ@tem:of claim 1 wherein the industry vertical reception unit further comprises:
a point balance determining unit for determining if a user’s point balance meets a

minimum batance required for the monetary value in the selected industry vertical.

(75

The system of ciaim 1 whersin the industry vertical reception unit further comprises:

a point baiance addition unit for adding points to a user’s point balance.

4, The systemn of claim 1 wherein the points are obtained from one merchant.
5. The system of claim 1, wherein the industry vertical is selected from the group consisting
of,

lodging;

retail purchases;

airlines;

car rentals;

16



lodging; retail purchases; airlines; car rentals; 16 entertainment related
activities; sporting events; sporting activities; cruises; and travel
packages. 6. The system of claim | wherein the redemption vehicle is
selected from the group consisting of: a magnetic stripe card; a smart
card; and a code. 7. A method for providing a redemption vehicle
comprising: receiving a redemption request; generating a redemption
vehivlerprofitatirektspestissitd the redemption request, said redemption
vehiglgprafie,gomprising a user name, a number of points to be

redeerrr%]%d gggigesselected industry vertical; generating a redemption
vehiBiE'IIFESolEe to the redemption request; and loading the redemption

vehiclessitndhe number of points to be redeemed identified in the profile,
and.tfieipeirtsan the redemption vehicle can be redeemed at any
merchant in the selected industry vertical identified in the profile. 8. The
method of claim 7, further comprising limiting the merchants accepting
6. poirfteewithiizm the dellectettlipgiisthy vefieatiar THuckathedeeRel&ipH7the group
con¥iRgrein receiving a redemption request further comprises: determining if
a minimum. balance gf points is available to fulfill the redemption request;
andapr?gg%eﬁ[ﬁﬁgl encao]rption to add points so as to meet the minimum
balarieeard@rdhedmethod of claim 7 wherein the points are obtained from

onezp&rchant.

7. A method for providing a redemption vehicle comprising:

receiving a redemption request;

generating a redemption vehicle profile in response to the redemption request, said
redemption vehicle profile comprising & user name, a number of points fo be redeemed and a
selected industry vertical;

generating a redemption vehicie in response to the redemption request; and

~ loading the redemption vehicle with the number of points to be redeemed identified in the

profile, and the points on the redempiion vehicle can be redeemed at any merchant in the selected

industry vertical identified in the profile.

8. The method of claim 7, further comprising lHimiting the merchants accepting points within

the selected industry vertical.

9. The method of claim 7, wherein receiving a redemption request further comprises:
determining if a minimum balance of points is availabie to fulfill the redemption request,

and

presenting an option to add points so as to meet the minimum balance.

10. The method of claim 7 wherein the points are obtained from one merchant.
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17 if. The method of claim 7, wherein the industry vertical is selected from
the group consisting of: lodging; retail purchases; airlines; car rentals;
entertainment related activities; sporting events; sporting activities;
cruises; and travel packages. 12. The method of claim 7 wherein the
redemption vehicle is selected from the group consisting of. a magnetic
stripe card; a smart card; and a code. 13. A method for providing a
redemption vehicle comprising: receiving a redemption vehicle profile,

11. sai@redemptiost wediicld prafieicommprisingra wseaicahamesieceunitoer ofe group

Cons%%t%éo be redeemed and a selected industry vertical; creating a
redemption vehicle:: and loading the redemption vehicle in response to

ndH&8&d on the profile wherein the redemption vehicle is loaded with

theratiinhechaiepoints to be redeemed identified in the profile, and the
pmg{;fugég the redemption vehicle can be redeemed at any merchant in the
selected mdustry vertical identified in the profile. 14. The method of claim
13, R tomprising: transmitting the redemption vehicle to a user. 18
15. cshkeanethodoicdlagiviidswherein the points are obtained from one
me(g han Jv@mlhe method of claim 13, wherein the industry vertical is

selected rom the group consisting of:
sporting activities;

cruises; and

trave] packages.

12, The method of claim 7 wherein the redemption vehicle is selected from the group
consisting of:

a magnetic stripe card;

a smart card; and

a code.

13, A method for providing a redemption vehicle comprising:

receiving a redemption vehicle profile, said redemption vehicle profile comprising a user
name, a number of points to be redeemed and a selected industry vertical;

creating a redemption vehicle; and

loading the redemption vehicle in response to and based on the profile wherein the
redemption vehicle is loaded with the number of points to be redeemed identified ir the profile,
and the points on the redemption vehicle can be redeemed at any merchant in the selected

industry vertical identified in the profile.

14 The method of claim 13, further comprising:

transmitting the redemption vehicle to a user.
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lodging; retail purchases; airlines; car rentals; entertainment related
activities; sporting events; sporting activities; cruises; and travel
packages. 17. The method of claim 13 wherein the redemption vehicle is

selected from the group consisting of: a magnetic stripe card; a smart
card; and a code. 19

15. The method of claim 13 wherein the points are obtained from one merchar.

16. The method of claim 13, wherein the industry vertical is selected from the group
consisting of:

lodging;

retail purchases;

airlines;

car rentals;

entertainment related activities;

sporting events;

sporting activities;

cruises; and

travel packages.

17. The method of ciaim 13 wherein the redemption vehicle is selected from the group
consisting of:

a magnetic stripe card;

a smart card; and

a code.

19



