TITLE MODULAR STORAGE SYSTEM FIELD OF THE | NVENTION 5 The present
invention relates to a storage system conprised of nodul ar el enents.
BACKGROUND TO THE INVENTION It is known to require the use of storage
systens, particularly those using drawers, which can be constructed
in a nodular fashion. One application in which such a storage system
10 is used is in the retail of small itens of netal hardware. Known
nodul ar storage systens can be lingfgg in strength and/or rigidity.
The present invention seeks to provide a nodul ar storage system

whi ch provides nore rigidj h E§ﬁ§§b dul ar storage
systens. 15 SUMVARY OF TgEbF&UéﬁgF n]gggbr ance wth one aspect of
the present invention there is provided a nodul ar storage system
conprising a plurality of haracterised in that each
franme nmenber has a first se—opposed a~ second surface, and a
first side surface opposed to a second side surface, wherein the
frame merbePrepF Mygriiongclaies & a sore sysivm eonysiserhel medularglameatst endi ng
al ong the frame nenber in a longitudinal direction, the first track
protruding outwardly fromthe first surface and the second track
protrudi ng outwardly fromthe second side surface, the frame nenber

further including a fi BACKIEROUND T ZHEBEVENTIDNOoVe extendi ng al ong
the frame nenber in a Iongitudinal di rection, tEe first groove being
r1 ecessediisRin tf réuirt e uSRTORFhgS WsteLpAislli-iAhSRwSRE dHRAYRhRRT NI

canrbe constructedin a modular fashion. One application in which such a storage system
10 is used is in the retail of small items of metal hardware.

Known modular storage systems can be limited in étrength and/or rigidity. The present

invention seeks to provide a modular storage system which provides more rigidity than

some known modular storage systems.

15 : SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with one aspect of the present invention there is provided a modular
storage system comprising a plurality of frame members, characterised in that each frame
member has a first surface opposed to a second surface, and a first side surface opposed
to a second side surface, wherein the frame member includes a first track and a sécond
20 track extending along the frame member in a longitudinal direction, the first track
protruding outwardly from the first surface and the second track protruding outwardly
from the second side surface, the frame member further including a first groove and a
second groove extending along the frame member in a longitudinal direction, the first

groove being recessed inwardly of the second surface and the second groove being



recessed inwardly of the first side surface, wherein the first groove
I's conplenentary in shape to the first track such that a first track
of a first franme nenber may | ocate within the first groove of a
second frane nenber, and the second groove is conplenentary in shape
to the second track such that a second track of the first frane
menber may |ocate 5 within the second groove of a third frane

menber . Reabedabysdlyalf tHedhstisideRerfaeb, witteih tHeTirstaRtbve ACBRPldeAflFin S
formed by the insertion of a bead Withinathird gr oove.

Advant ag i thd diksradl QARG AERG, AUPHER henbE AANSLILGHEE 10 @

nodul ar fashion in di nensions. 10 In accor ance W|t a second

syt o Conp P L pRERA SB‘?*%‘J?%%@?% £ ud Bl f%a%w%‘f?%ﬁ#@ L‘“ge
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in_a lon nal directio first track protruding outwardly’
frédmthe br‘% °§Eﬁ°flggﬁ)°v?ﬁ€ ?’Fg furt her including a first
groove 15 extending along the frame nenber in a |ongitudinal

di r ect i orfrefergllysatlapst @P@g%ﬁbﬁﬁmﬁbﬁecmwsbﬁsfdmmébﬂthy insértiph ef semdnd
surface, the first groove having a corresponding track on an

opposi ng vathitea tirdtenevsecond surface, wherein the first groove is
conplementary in shape to the first track such that a first track of
a first fAdmmageouiiyhisalowhasterayd syktem to bd@nbtricidd ifl5 RRYSlahsiBorSgCONd
frame nmenber, and wherein, in use, a drawer nay locate in, 20
relation t\tv@d@{gﬁsﬁhg,de al ong the tracks corresponding to the first
groove. BRI EF DESCRI PTI ON OF THE DRAW NGS The present invention wl|

NQy be desadchiagbe vith ¥@%of ashetRRhEpreiint vERIR RIS p%oqri&elaea modular

storage system comprising a plurality of frame members, each frame member having a
first surface opposed to a second surface, wherein the frame member includes a first track
extending along the frame member in a longitudinal direction, the first track protruding
outwardly from the first surface, the frame member ﬁnthe;r including a first groove
15 extending along the frame member in a longitudinal direction, the first groove being
recessed inwardly of the second surface, the first groove having a corresponding track on
an opposing side of the second surface, wherein the first groove is complementary in
shape to the first track such that a first track of a first frame member may locate within
the first groove of a second frame member, and wherein, in use, a drawer may locate in_

20 relation to and slide along the tracks corresponding to the first groove.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
- The present invention will now be described, by way of example, with reference to the

accompanying drawings, in which:



acconpanyi ng drawings, in which: 2 Figure 1 is a perspective view of
a first box extrusion used in the nodul ar storage system of the
present invention; Figure 2 is a perspective view of a second box
extrusion used in the nodul ar storage system of the present
invention; 5 Figure 3 is a perspective view of a first bridge
extrusion used in the nodul ar storage system of the present

i nvent i Hgurkl GlRrsfedtive KeRITa BEE hbx&tvkioN R ifths SRATEr Rbast8stem
extrusion used in the nodul ar storage system of the present
inventiqﬂﬂnﬁkggﬂgn§mh§wa perspective view of a T-piece extrusion used
in the nodul’ar storage system to of the present invention; and

Fi gure G.] .per J. Ve Vi ed |.Q. npdul ar st or age
Syat em qroRRg 7 pRRLYY gkl @ Rbo R SRR e Borigo
EMBODI MENTS 15 Referring o the Figures, there is shown in Figure 1 a
frame meNDER O heprRsentdvirionia first box extrusion 10 for use in a
modul ar storage system The first box extrusion 10 includes a top
face 12 Figedns s meepactive wiewzpfts fist brideg exiresion used im theamedidassipragede
face 18. These four faces are substantiallythe sane length, so as to
form a sutienahtheprdsyntduygatien;shaped cross- section. 20 The top face 12
has an outwardly facing first surface 20. The bottom face 14 has an
out war d|Bigirad istppesspedive viaw bfacsecaid brilbeedthusioh used if: dleemadularstopsgeos ed
to the second surface -

system of the present invention;

Figure 5 is a perspective view of a T-piece extrusion used in the modular storage system
10 of the present invention; and
Figure 6 is a perspective view of a bead used in the modular storage system of the present

invention.

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

15 Referring to the Figures, there is shown in Figure 1 a frame member in the form of a first
box extrusion 10 for use in a modular storage system. The first box extrusion 10 includes
a top face 12, a bottom face 14, a first side face 16 and a second side face 18. These four
faces are substantially the same length, so as to form a substantially square shaped cross-
section.

20 The top face 12 has an outwardly facing first surface 20. The bottom fe;ce 14 has an
outwatdly facing second surface 22. The first surface 20 is opposed to the second surface
22,
The top face 12 includes two longitudinally extending first tracks 24. Each first track 24

is located near, and parallel to, a side of the top face 12. The first tracks 24 are formed by

3



22. The top face 12 includes two longitudinally extending first
tracks 24. Each first track 24 is located near, and parallel to, a
side of the top face 12. The first tracks 24 are formed by 3 an
apparent deformation in the cross sectional shape of the top face 12,
with the first tracks 24 protruding outwardly fromthe first surface
20. The bottom face 14 includes two |ongitudinally extending first

gr ooves sGppirasthiefiriation gy the v@s2€kclicnal sitapt od thaaey facanyl, Wil thelfht to, a
side of the bottomface 14. The first grooves 5 26 are directly

beneat h thies 34 hibkudii@kSadtly fiend ArsSiurEomyes 26 are formed by an

apparent deformation in the cross sectional shape of the bottomface
sur face 35 Lo e B AREE, 168 jorifBatF ERATAR, HNALMG! 28 Bl egn 0"
o O opdtEel et R b RO el Bl 1o
O Lo SR RS o it 5 BBt o
The first grooves 26 have correspondi ng tracks extending i nwardly

of t he bdlefosmptionia theross sectigad shape of Brdptiom daced Aovih thafitst Beoees|Z6cat e
in relation to, and slide along, the inwardly extending tracks.

Pr ef er albleing redessed iawvwerdlylof thegewos ewrfashi22h | ocat e over the inwardly 15
extendi ng tracks, and when | ocated on the tracks the base of the
drawer iTheffindt acksDMiagddolmplentdpeyintshepeldo tHe dimt oA @esé, subthhat 4 psit ofSi de
face 16 has an outwardly facing first side surface 30. The second

side f acmfstuh&mfamrﬁmmeiﬁ%%ma@,%@%ﬁ&x@u&iﬁﬂiﬁ@%ﬁ%paﬂhe

first side surface 30 is opposed
10 of first grooves 26 of a second frame member, thus engaging the first and second frame

members in a first, vertically aligned orientation.

The first grooves 26 have corresponding tracks extending inwardly of the bottom face 14.
In use, a drawer (nof shown) may have locate in relation to, and slide along, the inwardly
extending tracks. Preferably, the drawer has grooves which locate over the inwardly

15 extending tracks, and wheﬁ located on the fracks the base of the drawer is raised slightly
above the bottom face 14, |
i‘he first side face 16 has an outwardly facing first side surface 30. The second side face
18 has an outwardly facing second side surface 32. The first side surface 30 is opposed to

“the second side surface 32.

20 The first side face 16 includes a longitudinally extending second groove 34. The second
groove 34 is located adjacent, and parallel to, a lower edge of the first side face 16. The
second groove 34 is formed by an apparent deformation in the cross sectional shape of
the first side face 1.6, with the second groove 34 being recessed inwardly of the first side

surface 30.



the second side surface 32. 20 The first side face 16 includes a
| ongi tudi nal |y extendi ng second groove 34. The second groove 34 is
| ocated adj acent, and parallel to, a |ower edge of the first side
face 16. The second groove 34 is forned by an apparent defornation
in the cross sectional shape of the first side face 16, with the
second groove 34 being recessed inwardly of the first side surface

30. 4 Thﬁle%&%gggl H&% 1E%cgud]e§a'l Ea‘:’tly%x eﬁﬁiﬁgﬂﬂﬂi 6&\}%6‘9%‘&@%&&”9

third groove groo ocafed adj acent, and
parallel to, r,e he on d
groove FOE 3%6???@ e%?f‘&ig??ngﬁrﬂ)‘%i’aéﬂfe?g’é? gorﬁnéét | %J &%ﬁe %ﬁ%m%g:rg%g%%;ie%t | onal
shape of the second.s ace 18, w.th groove

r ecessedheed @pgveso iy gn GR@ppasent p%fgmg Féﬂ: % SPRYL Ei gr oove
36 is arranged to receive ahead 38, as shown in Fi g cg" ead 38
i s | ongithestcend dide fosa Enwiithghe thixd srogvaifHasngerespqdyin ?ISfY ed in

cross section. The bead is sized such that one side of the figure-8
shhape nmydelyerfacesi ted within, and slid along, the third groove 36.
When in this position, the other side of the figure-8 shape forns a
10 seconthetthiatfropveBa s dirmigged tosvdiven: teed 38)ds stiodm is Figuex® T2 beafldé
second track is conplenentary in shape to the second groove 34, such

‘that a §f09 dlﬁan%kteﬁamg ahil {sStbsth AR HFBREhaie n ¢oGabdion AME baddi de
Iongltu inally, within a second groove 34 of a second frame menber,

t hus e“%gs]a sl ok b liaA0tnE READN shdoR 0y BRGHS withinSarAGiRELng,

hori zonta gne orientati st the nodul ar storage

system OtL h‘lll'% &5 Esait yhaygh LSOP%SI%EX DR H LR OS Shabe forms a

10 second track protruding from the second side surface 32.

The second track is complementary in shape to the second groove 34, such that a second
track of a first frame member may locate, and slide longitudinaily, within a second
groove 34 of a second frame member, thus engaging the fixst and second frame members
in a second, horizontally aligned orientation.

15 Whilst the modular storage system of the present invention may be constructed solely
from first box extrusions 10 as described herein above, it may also use other types of
frame members. One such frame member is a second box extrusion 40 as shown in
Figure 2.

The second box exirusion 40 is rectangular in shape, with a height the same as that of the

20 first box extrusion 10 and awidfh twice that of the first box extrusion 10. The second box
extrusion 40 has first and second side faces 16, 18 identical to those of the first box
extrusion 10. The second box extrusion 40 has a top face 42 identical in shape to tWo top
faces 12 of the first box extrusion 10, joinéd side-by-side. The second box extrusion 40

has a bottom face 44 identical in shape to two bottom faces 14 of the first box extrusion



fromfirst box extrusions 10 as described herein above, it may al so
use ot her types of franme nmenbers. One such franme nenber is a second
box extrusion 40 as shown in Figure 2. The second box extrusion 40
is rectangular in shape, with a height the sane as that of the 20
first box extrusion 10 and a wdth twice that of the first box
extrusion 10. The second box extrusion 40 has first and second side
f aces 1610, idnadgistethiyeside. t o t hose of the first box extrusion 10. The
second box extrusion 40 has atop face 42 identical in shape to two
top facewillifusife apprecibiet fiat iheXecond boxHx@isidiM0 hRifne dird hdGsbY aGbsle. The
second box extrusion 40 has a bottomface 44 identical in shape to

two bot tﬁ@’ch&%&ﬂaﬁiﬂlew&lB@atéd ddfdce QAo %hd H) l@@atetﬁsuiaganﬂaﬂg e%%')?lly.

side-by-side. It will thus be appreciated that the secon

extrusicg]m%, | r [ f .42, W th
two | ocate Qré%ja%cs é%%i ag%é@gfﬁgaﬁ \?\% tﬁ%c%%ﬁﬁ ?ﬁ%%%]%r‘#:p?%lﬁn?/ﬁggﬁﬁ?‘pgl ly.
S.mlarl second bex. extrysion 40 has four first grooves 26
C(l%rrpl em%ggbgg?nntoéﬁeatggrﬁgt%‘f%sg%'sition to the four first tracks 24.
In use, two sub%hanti |y square drawers may |ocate within, and slide
wi t hi n, i S gistantsdy Sé@f‘?%%ﬁﬂlﬁ@locmeweﬂ%tap%hd}ﬁmm theseeamdgul ar
drawer may be used. The second box extrusion 40 may be joi ned

hor i zontb@K|etresinfr iAlternaiyslyconerrestingnla drawer mapboesedr second box
extrusion 40, by the same nmechani sm described with respect to the to
first bobhessgtondbboextaBion Alengdugniiedhorizextatly & ofirsé Boxaytrusien 0] ared
vertically to tw horizontally-connected first box extrusions 10 by
| ocat i ornather seeorilibbs extrusicgidD, bY theR@msnkttiafisinfesérited witiTeR¥aso Bk

Lo first box extrusion 10.

The second box extrusion 40 may be joined vertically to two horizontally-connected first
box extrusions 10 by location of the first tracks of one within the first grooves of
another. Alternately, the second box extrusion 40 may be joined vertically to another
second box extrusion 40 in a similar fashion.

(5 Another possible frame member is a first bridge extrusion 50, as shown in Figore 3. The
first bﬁdge extrusion 50 is comprised of a longitudinally extending, substantially flat
member having the same width as the first box extrusion 10. The first bridge extrusion
50 has a first, upper surface 52 and a second, lower surface 54. A pair of longitudinally
extending first tracks 24 are located near, and parallel to, the sides of the first bridge

10 extrusion 50. The first tracks 24 are formed by an apparent deformation in the cross
sectional shape of the first bridge extrusion 50, with the first tracks 24 protruding
outwardly from the first surface 52. Corresponding first grooves 26 are recessed inwardly
of the second surface 54.

The first bridge extrusion 50 has lip portions 56 at each side thereof. The lip portions

6



another. Alternately, the second box extrusion 40 may be joi ned
vertically to another second box extrusion 40 in a simlar fashion.
15 Anot her possible frame nenber is a first bridge extrusion 50, as
shown in Figure 3. The first bridge extrusion 50 is conprised of a

| ongi tudi nal |y extending, substantially flat nenber having the sane
width as the first box extrusion 10. The first bridge extrusion 50
has a fi; : 8heraiboner surface 54. A pair
of Iongi@%%?Bn%aépﬁgm@ﬁcﬁ&dﬁhgg%’??g%{ﬁ??ig%ks ZdA}&are | ocat ed near, and
paral l el _to he, si.des, of. the fi . i i : first
tracks 2%%% QEWFSEP %i;}'gsé?{l %ﬁ%@r%ﬁém%{eﬁog%ﬁ%@?yo%%ﬂt gg%é%g's] S8
sectional shape_of the first hridge ext.rusion with.t fid st
Cracke. 20 GOt Fiiare i bpdes Sanon B GiFiHE o8 pd; ol FidiadBol M
Corresponding first grooves 26 are recri?e sed i nwar dl of. the 3 cond
sur f-ace 18ay provide & locationonivhish adkawes s1ay e atﬁé@ﬂlﬁ&ﬁp}@%‘?%f%‘e each
side thereof. The lip portions 6 include second and third tracks 58,
5% ext ergi adipcedtbmr ctktrusidon 105, a first bridge extrusi on 50 maybe
joined horizontally between two box extrusions 10 or 40. Were this
bri dge extécdad briddedxirasiod 6his shewn iafigye dmapboused irasihifardashvn. B, i t
mayprovi de a | ocation on which a drawer maybe | ocated, with side

val | s bejeRthdBfite (dusién 6isab} amenividiors dlsecont G0 ciBusietD40,And écond
bri dge extrusion 60 as shown in Figure 4 maybe used in a simlar

f ashi on. ebfig in SRERAG aibslaee #XbF HE LN Bod xtiion 0/ Withiglpiiass Sthe

second box extrusi D, simlar in shape to the top face 42
of the secand b, ATRY 4 i lip portions 56 simlar to that
of the rPROR BTGt oE s Rirtbh So.

10 A further frame member, in the form of a T-piece extrusion 70, is shown in Figure 5. The

T-piece extrusion 70 has a central wall 72 which is slightly smaller in height than the side
faces 16, 18 of the box extrusions 10, 40. The T-piece extrusion 70 has a top flange 74
perpendicular to the central wall 70. The top flange 74 has two first tracks 24 located
adjacent side edges thereof. The top flange 74 is sized such that the two first tracks 24 are
15 spaced from each other by the same distance as the two centrally located first tracks 24 of
a second box extrusion 40.
The T-piece extrusion 70 has an elongate lower lip 76 which extends along the base of
the central wall 72.
In use, the T-piece extrusion 70 may be unsed within an array of frame members to
20 'provide a side wall as required, with adjacent bridge extrusions 50, 60 providing tracks
on which drawers may be located. The elongate lower lip 76 of the T-piece extrusion 70
may be complementary in shape to recesses 78 located in the lip portions 56 of the bridge

extrusions 50, 60.



10 A further frame nmenber, in the formof a T-piece extrusion 70, is
shown in Figure 5. The T-piece extrusion 70 has a central wall 72
which is slightly smaller inheight thanthe side faces 16, 18 of the
box extrusions 10, 40. The T-piece extrusion 70 has a top flange 74
perpendi cular to the central wall 70. The top flange 74 has two first
tracks 24 | ocated adjacent side edges thereof. The top flange 74 is

si zed suModifigdiohdrdtveHatidns a8 whitld 6K gppéfentio® sﬁlcﬁgﬂﬁé%g% &i& rﬁbeglg%%'}% ot her

by the sane distance as the two centrally |ocate a 4 of
a second i . T-npkece extrusion 70 has an el ongate

| ower Iiégggmﬁﬁ?gﬁﬁggﬁgﬁggngﬁgggﬂtcg'base of the central wali 72. In
use, the T-piece extrusion 70 may be used within an array of frane
menbers to 20 provide a side wall as required, with adjacent bridge
extrusions 50, 60 providing tracks on which drawers nmaybe | ocat ed.
The el ongate lower |ip 76 of the T-piece extrusion 70 maybe

conpl enentary in shape to recesses 78 located in the |lip portions 56
ofthe bridge extrusions 50, 60. 7 Modifications and variations as
woul d be apparent to a skilled addressee are deened to be within the
scope of the present invention. 8 CLAIMS 1. A nodul ar storage system
conprising aplurality offrame nenbers, characterised in that each
frame nenber has a first surface opposed to a second surface, and a
first side surface opposed to a second side surface, wherein the
frame menber includes a first track




5 and a second track extending along the franme nenber in a

| ongi tudi nal direction, the first track protruding outwardly from
the first surface and the second track protruding outwardly fromthe
second side surface, the frame nmenber further including a first
groove and a second groove extending along the frame nmenber in a

| ongi tudinal direction, the first groove being recessed i nwardly of
t he second surface and the secongyl{ngg oove being recessed inwardly
of the first side surface, wherein the first groove is conplenentary
in shape;to t ' ' | feSikadl T AME
menber lr‘ray I‘%@g %I&V%Miotrége%?%{tﬁ%H@g@@%ﬂg@é&%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ%& radr(rzfeea%r%gnber :
and the second, groove i.S ., cOQ enentary in sha 0.t he segond. track
Such t helf T Cish SAReTOEbRT b a ikt s %SPpﬁéf%%ﬁas?@ﬁ%gé"rﬁaﬁ%fﬁnﬁ%% £, ¢ hi
t he second_ groove of a thjrd frame penber. 15 2. A nodyl ar, st orage
system a%“%?%ﬂpﬁﬁifdﬁ%awqﬁ“%m’?ﬁ‘&r‘ﬁ]@:%’@ﬁt@é@m q@&fmalﬁg?%aﬁﬁths% of
the first and second tracks is fornmed by the insertion of a_ bead

wist hi n aandisiseagnd trackextend@g alangitheditame mantheniye lengitndingl dgngionghafyst
aplurality offrame nmenmbers, characterised in that each franme nenber
has a fitrsk moinidine coippoly diam tte Swst swdacs Lanfldbe seand rteick prétoudidg ane
menber includes a first track extending along the frame nenber in a

| ongi t udéub@bedBO0f6th RE bdcond sidb Quifadesthetfrantkmpmbér fuctherginclutiing radfivgt f r om
the first surface, the frame nenber further including a first groove

ext endi NgoaeOnM 4 Recchd %?&v@%ﬁlngnal@n R Ofedil ddtber ¢ hE6idiRBinal he

first groove being recessed inwardly of the second surface, the first

groove  SRMLAH R ROl SRRBILL Mol AfitaRily BFORRAR (8L 81 Bl odehif

second surface, rst groove 1s conplenentary I n shape

he fi . ack .th £l - K -of L. .
iy 1 oo ol tee, o i aRty B s 57 SR Pt oo BB

wher ei n,

colm%lementary in shape to the first track such that a first track of a first frame member
may locate within the first groove of a second frame member, and the second groove is
complementary in shape to the second track such that a second track of tﬁe first frame
member may locate within the second groove of a third frame member.
15 2. A modular storage system as claimed in claim 1, characterised in that atleast one
of the first and second tracks is formed by ﬂne insertion of a bead within a third groove.
3. A modular storage system comprising a plurality of frame members, characterised
in that each frame member has a first surface opposed to a second surface, wherein the
frame member includes a first track extending along the frame member in a longitudinal
20 direction, the first track protruding outwardly from the first surface, the frame member
further including a first groove extending along the frame member in a longitudinal
direction, the first groove being recessed inwardly of the second surface, the first groove
having a corresponding track on an opposing side of the second surface, wherein the first

groove is complementary in shape to the first track such that a first track of a first frame

9



use, a drawer may locate in relation to and slide along the tracks
corresponding to the first groove. 4. A nodul ar storage system
conprising a plurality of frame nenbers, characterised 5 in that
each frame nmenber has a first surface opposed to a second surface,
and a first side surface opposed to a second side surface, wherein
the frame nenber includes a first track extending along the frane
menber imerAbéramyilbdsatt witin therfRstigraove of Beechbhd Slmé fRibeh bt Whighsialin
outwardly fromthe first surface, the frane menber further including

a first \geoQ¥Bvergnay RRER N8R nd 3RUL Mool fdih ' al ong
the frane rn::rrbeerr iag a Iongi tuigi nal 10 diﬁrgrg(h:ttﬁggsf&?@ofi r%‘!ta%ér]%%tve

bei ng rg%g ed inwardly of the second surface, the second groove
bei ng rétessed inwardly of the first side surface, and the third

groove bging , recessed inwardely of th CQ si de ,surf,ace, .wherein
PheTirel or QB Brmsann romRr e RO Lo e AR s ch
that a first track of first fra nmenber may | pocafe within . the
fPrst g%&%eﬂeﬁams o e & st PPPosErdo g Freo ce. Bitp R sid
grooves are is conplenentary in shape to a bead such that a second

gr oove cwrfﬂwe)ppvseggo Fseenpd side srdace, winyein the dvame memberineludey a firstizaskd
groove of a third franme nenber, and the first frame nenber and third
frame nmerizadingnione thedrnmeaiatbein alobgiulinabdirettibm, dinefinsindsk prdtodingse i n
a nodul ar storage systemas clained in anypreceding claim

char act eftwedlyi frorh Batfirdtherfideptie faEdreemba firther Rehidigna Bist robes a
extrusion. 20 6. A frane nenber as clained in claim5, characterised

in that sbodesoveamda thifPerobRCtentifd@ aldnb e $ithid RERLEIARNdnBithdinAN
outwardly facing side of the top face; and a bottom face; the second

f 3 K ' | f . 7.
21 1 oo BRGNP e ey DEUD oot R eMRE"T <

and secQitl e being recessed inwardly of the first side surface, and the third groove being

recessed inwardely of the second side surface, wherein the first groove is complementary
in shape to the first track such that a first track of a first frame member may locate within |
the first groove of a second frame member, and the second and third grooves are

15 complementary in shape to a bead such that a second groove of the first frame member
may locate adjacent the second groove of a third frame member, and the first frame
member and third frame member may be connected by a bead.

5. A frame member for use in amodular storage system as claimed in any preceding
claim, characterised in that the frame member is in the form of a box extrusion.

20 6. A frame member as claimed in claim 5, characterised in that the box has a top
face, the first surface comprising an outwardly facing side of the top face; and a bottom
face; the second surface comprising an outwardly facing side of the bottom surface.

7. A frame member as claimed in claim 6, characterised in that the first and second

tracks are formed by an apparent deformation in the cross sectional shape of the top and

10



tracks are formed by an apparent deformation in the cross sectional
shape of the top and 10 bottom faces. 8. A franme nenber as clai ned
in any one of clains 5 to 7, characterised in that the box extrusion
is substantially square in cross-section. 9. A frame nenber as
claimed in claim8, characterised in that the first surface 5
includes two first tracks and the second surface includes two first
gr ooves .boftOm fadcebr ame nenber as clainmed in any one of clains 5 to 7,
characterised in that the box extrusion is substantially rectangul ar

in cross; sect Pine thémbé ab blaifed M e 38 clalnd 9B, blirdetekdd if that the
characterised in that the first surface includes four first tracks

and thebgﬁ%mﬁ‘f’igE%Egﬁ@grsklgﬁéiﬂ&ww%ﬁﬁ grooves. 10 12. A frane

menber for use In a no storage systemas clainmed in any one of
cl ai ns to 4, rag [Ls LR . L _tLhe frane er.is in the form
of abri dge e% ?r%g?on, tb%'béesl (ﬁ%mgdf%%%ngtgd?thaﬁﬁ%vsg&:e{ngﬁﬁ tﬁa,%mt Su‘Lface
subst ant.i al flat er, 13. A frame, er clainmed in claimn 2,
char act é‘i‘q?‘é‘%é t‘f"?lgfsﬁg?"q‘gﬁ%d fhe secpnd Fugfage rrglrggi W@aﬁ‘Ftr%?ovﬁf-oove are

f or nmed bé an apparent deformation in the cross sectional shape ofthe
1s bri dd - exty eypember as claimed in any one of claims 5 to 7, characterised in that the

box extrusion is substantially rectangular in cross-section.
11. A frame member as claimed in claim 8, characterised in that the first surface
includes four first fracks and the second surface includes four first grooves.

10 12. A frame member for use in a modular storage system as claimed in any one of
clajms 1 to 4, characterised in that the frame member is in the form of a bridge extrusion,
being a longitudinally extending, substantially flat member.

13. A frame member as claimed in claim12, characterised in that the first track and
the first groove are formed by an apparent deformation in the cross sectional shape of the

15 bridge extrusion.
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